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Reagan takes 
tough stand 
on AWACS 

By WOLF BLITZER 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 

WASHINGTON. — Using his 
strongest language to date, 
President Ronald Reagan has 
warned that the entire peace 
process in the Middle East could 
unravel if Congress vetoes the 
administration's proposed sale 
of AWACS radar aircraft and 
other advanced weaponry to 
Saudi Arabia. 

“They are literally doing away 
with our ability to continue to try to 
bring peace to the Middle East," 
Reagan said last week of the 
senators opposed to the sale. 

The Washington Post reported 
last week that the president was 
considering a plan to dispBtch a 
high-level delegation, including 
some senators, to Saudi Arabia in 
the coming days for discussions with 
the Saudis. The newspaper said the 
Saudis had not yet agreed to the 
trip. 

Answering reporters’ questions as 
he left the White House for a 
weekend at Camp David, the presi- 
dent said, “We’re trying to find out 
if there is anything that can per- 
suade these people, without in any 
way presuming on the good will of 
the Saudi Arabians, anything that 
can persuade some of these people 
to see common sense on this.” 

The president’s tough statement 
reflected the administration’s deep 
disappointment at the strong op- 
position to the $8.5 billion package. 
The sale can be vetoed if both the 
House and Senate approve resolu- 
tions of disapproval before October 
30. 

Administration officials are con- 
tinuing their informal discussions 
with some congressional opponents, 
led by Democratic Senator John 
Glenn of Ohio, to see if there is 
some new room for a compromise. 

Glenn and other critics or the sale 
have called for joint U.S.-Saudi 
command of the five AWACS air- 
craft — an arrangement similar to 
the one that currently exists 
between the U.S. and its NATO al 
lies in Europe. 

The New York Times last week 
reported that Saudi Arabia already 
has informed Washington that it 
could not agree to joint control of 
the planes into the 1990s, although 
it was willing to permit U.S. training 
personnel to fly on all missions of 
the aircraft for three of four years 
after they are delivered in 1985. 

There has been a flurry of activity 
here in Washington as senior US. 
officials, including Reagan himself, 
have met with senators and Saudi 
officials to see if some compromise 
might yet be struck. 

Republican Senate leader 
Howard Baker of Tennessee, a 
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Plan to end military rule on West Bank 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The military government ad- 
ministration in the West Bank 
and Gaza, in place since 1967, is 
effectively being abolished. It 
will be replaced by a civilian 
authority responsible to the 
defence minister. 

This was the gist, though not the 
language, of an announcement 
made by the Defence Ministry 
spokesman last week. 

According to the announcement, 
the civilian authority will take 
responsibility for all civilian affairs 
in Judea, Samaria and Gaza. 
Responsibility for security matters 
will devolve upon the Israel 
Defence Force’s regular area com- 
manders, that is, the Central and 
Southern Commands. 

Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
will submit the proposal to the 
cabinet this week. But since it 
already has the approval of Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin and has 
been known to the ministers, it is 
expected that the full cabinet will 
also endorse the measure. 

Untier thi'KiCv, bbUcuic, ihc u»il 
authority will be directly under the 
defence minister. It will coordinate 
with the various government 
ministries, as in the past, through 
the Office of the Coordinator of Ac- 
tivities in the Territories. 

The Defence Ministry announce- 
ment said that the civil administra- 
tion will be gradually taken over by 



Defence Minister Sharon... 
efforts to encourage local 
leadership. 

civilians and that the aim is that 
local Palestinians will assume the 
administrative tasks, including 
senior positions. 

Because the measure is still for- 
mally a proposal yet to be approved 
by the cabinet, Defence Ministry 
officials have been reluctant to 
discuss the implications in detail. 

However, it was made plain that 
the reorganization is being in- 
troduced to help set the stage Tor 
the autonomy scheme for the ter- 
ritories. The government is intent 
on achieving an autonomy agree- 
ment with Egypt prior to the final 
stage of withdrawl from Sinai next 
April. 

Sharon has been conducting talks 
with local Palestinian leaders, and 
has relaxed some of the military 


Professor Menahem Mllsou... 
possible head of a civilian 
administration. • <ah» Auerbach} 

controls in the areas in an efTort to 
improve the atmosphere and en- 
courage the local leadership to par- 
ticipate in the new civilian ad- 
ministration. 

Prof. Menahem Milson of the 
Hebrew University, a former Arab 
ulTuirs adviser to the West Bank 
military government and the 
General Staff, has been mentioned 
ns a possible head of the civilian ad- 
ministration in Judea and Samariu. 

According to the plan being dis- 
cussed. regular security and military 
duties would be the responsibility of 
specially designated military units, 
which would not be under the com- 
mand of the military government, 
hut of a separate body. 

The proposals have caused some 
consternation among mayors and 


other Local leaders in the West 
Bank. 

Prime Minister Degin said later 
last week that he fully endorses 
Sharon's “very good plan" because 
It can lead to “mutual respect'* bet- 
ween Arab and Jew. 

Begin’s support for Sharon's plan 
virtually assures cabinet approval. 

Most of the mayors, particularly 
those identified with the radical 
camp, dismissed the proposals as a 
“trick*' designed to impose Israel's 
autonomy -proposal despite the op- 
position of the local population. 

Some, like Nablus Mayor Bassam 
Shak’a, also saw it as a threat to their 
leadership. "It is a desperate and 
futile attempt to undermine Palesti- 
nian unity," the East Jerusalem dai- 
ly Al-Fajr quoted Shak'a as saying. 

Bethlehem Mayor Elios Freij was 
cautious, preferring to withhold 
comment until more was known 
about the proposals. 

Meanwhile, Attorney Felicia 
Langer was appealed to Sharon on 
behalf of Fahd Kuwasma and 
Mohammed Milhem to allow the 
two exiled mayors to return to the 
West Bank. 

Kawasma of Hebron and Milhem 
of Halhoul, both prominent leaders 
of the now-defunct National 
Guidance Committee, were sum- 
marily expelled to Lebanon a few 
hours after the terrorist attack on 
Jewish worshippers in Hebron in 
May 1980. 


Shamir sees Gromyko 
but no thaw in ties yet 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
and Agencies 
TEL AVIV, — Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir said in a weekend 
radio inteiview that Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko had told 
him that his country was holding an 
ongoing debate with some Arab 
states on Israel's right to exist. 

Shamir said that Gromyko's 
statement is in stark opposition to 
declarations by European foreign 
ministers that all Arab elements, 
and not only the Arab states, 
recognize Israel's existence. 

The 90-minute Shamir-Grontyko 
meeting took place last week at 
the Soviet mission to the UN in New 
York. 

According to an Israeli 
spokeswoman, the meeting dealt 
tyrith problems relating to relations 
between the two countries and the 
issues of the Middle East. 

Shamir also said in the interview 
that he is not encouraged about the 
possibility of change in the 
Kremlin's attitude towards aliya, "I 
told him (Gromyko) that in view of 
his country's help in destroying the 
Nazis, and in establishing the State 
of Israel, we expect (hem to unders- 
tand the desire of the Jewish people 
to live here," Shamir said. 

He regretted that he could not 


report a thaw in Soviet-lsrael rela- 
tions, but said he thought the high- 
level meeting was important, since 
it was the first in six years. 

“Gromyko explained why the 
USSR can’t re-establish diplomatic 
relations with us at this lime, though 
1 have to say his position didn't 
seem entirely logical. He claimed 
resumption of relations would be 
impossible, because of the tremen- 
dous gaps between the positions of 
our two countries on major issues, 
but he had no answer when I 

E ointed out to him that the USSR 
as normal relations with many 
countries with which they don’t 
agree." 

Leon Hadar, The Jerusalem Post 
correspondent in New York, adds 
that Gromyko brought up the Issue 
or the Soviet Jewish dropouts and 
did not reject the idea of flying 
Jewish immigrants directly form 
Moscow to Tel Aviv. 

According to informed sources, 
after Shamir complained to 
Gromyko about the decrease in the 
number of Jewish immigrants from 
the Soviet Union and expressed his 
fear that this is a part of a coor- 
dinated Soviet policy, "the at- 
mosphere in the room suddenly 
became unpleasant. Gromyko 

(Cantinaed on Page l). . . 


A ‘Palestinian jolt’ for 
resumed autonomy talks 


By DAVID LANDAU 

Post Diplomatic Correspondent 
CAIRO. — The festive resumption 
or the Israel-Egyptian talks on 
Palestinian autonomy last week was 
almost soured by the unexpected — 
and in the eyes of the Israeli 
negotiators, utterly unwarranted — 
intrusion of (he Palestinian issue. 
The Egyptians, apparently em- 
boldened or frustrated by 15 months 
of not negotiating, suggested that 
perhaps it was time for the talks to 
focus not on an autonomy for the 
inhabitants of Utopia, but for the 
Palestinians who inhabit the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

This, of course, was the last thing 
in the world die Israeli side wanted. 
•After all, why complicate matters? 

The 12-month target date for 
agreement on autonomy passed 
quietly a year and a half ago. So 
what's the hurry now?(The talks 
were suspended last year after the 
Knesset adopted a law declaring 
Jerusalem the undivided and eternal 


capital of Israel.) 

Israeli delegation head Interior 
Minister Yosef Burg and his battery 
of lawyers-and diplomats were hard 
put for a brief moment, to fend off 
the unwelcome Egyptian initiative. 
Perhaps the Egyptians were testing 
the Israeli chief negotiator, who is 
no spring chicken alter all, to see if 
what Egyptian Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Butros Ghali calls 
his "talmudic mind" is as sharp and- 
obstreperous as ever. 

They quickly learned that it is. 
The Israeli team was able, within 
hours, to channel and distill the 
Egyptian proposal onto the familiar 
plane or code woTds and formulae. 
The American representatives at the 
talks were mobilized to draw upon 
their bottomless vocabulary of 
English legale sc for words to paper 
over the yawning gulf nol onl> of 
positions, but or basic attitudes. 

A long night and long morning of 
this effort produced die required 
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Israel says sanctions by 
Atom Agency are unjustified 


m 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
and agencies 

Israel has described as arbitrary 
and discriminatory the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency’s 
decision at the weekend to deny it 
technological assistance. The 
Foreign Ministry said, the Israeli 
bombing of the Iraqi nuclear reac- 
tor did not justify such sanctions. 

The IAEA's general conference, 
meeting in Vienna, voted 51-8, with 
27 abstentions, to consider 
suspending Israeli membership next 
year if Israel does not open its 
nuclear facilities to agency inspec- 
tions. 

The vote suspended immediately 
all technical assistance to Israel un- 
der agency programmes. 

The compromise resolution, 
which was submitted jointly by 
Aig’eKa, .Saudi Arabia and 16 other 
coif n trfe o^. ‘Frid py . fo 1 lowed de- 
mandi'by Iraq earlier 'in The week- 
long agency conference that Israel 
be expelled because of the bombing 
of it he Baghdad reactor in June. 

Israel’s statement said the IAEA 
took no action against Iran for car- 
rying out an earlier bombing raid on 


the Iraqi facility. It added that 
neither India, which exploded a 
nuclear device, nor Pakistan, which 
is striving to produce nuclear 
weapons, had been punished in any 
way. 

There were several Israeli in- 
itiatives to make the Middle East a 
nuclear-free zdne, the Foreign 
Ministry said, and the IAEA’s 
resolution was bound to hamper 
such efforts. 

David Ranen, No. 2 man in the 
Israel IAEA delegation, said the 
technical assistance and monetary 
aid withdrawn amounted to only 
$100,000 last year. 

"The money doesn’t matter to 
us,” he said angrily, ’it's the princi- 
ple of this action which we strongly 
object to." 

Iraq, its Arab allies, the Soviet 
bloc and the Third World supported 
the resolution. Israel, the U.S. and 
. Latin America voted against it and 
most of Western Europe abstained; ' 

A member of the American 
delegation said the abstaining 
countries probably would have 
voted against the resolution if it had 
called for Israel’s suspension or 
expulsion. (AP, UPI) 







Project Renewal gifts ‘on schedule’ 


RAMAT GAN. — Contributions to 
Project Renewal are now coming 
into the New York office of the 
United Jewish Appeal at a rate of 
$100,000 a day, Neil J.. Norry, 
chairman, of .tho:UJA’s.430-membcr 
1982 President's Mission- now 
visiting Israel, said last week. This 
“will get iu back on schedule.” he 
added. This, he said, was good news 
for the 51,200 million project, which 
so far has only collected S30m. in 
cash. “We are not only campaigning 


, t Coni limed Train page |) 

looked to (Soviet Ambassador 
Anatolyi Dobrynin and then 
responded angrily: ‘We reject this 
attempt by a foreign country to in- 
tervene in our domestic policies. In 
any case Mr. Foreign Minister, I am 
sure that you are aware of the fact 
that most of the immigrants leave 
for the U.S. and Western Europe, 
and not for Israel.' ’’ 

Shamir then responded im- 
mediately, "But. Mr. Foreign 
Minister, you kribw' that we 
proposed a plan lhat would solve 
the last problem you mentioned." 
Shamir then suggested that the 
Soviet Jewish immigrants be flown 
directly to Israel from Moscow. 
Gromyko, according to the source, 


in a serious manner, but we are also 
pushing the cash collection,” Norry 
said at a press conference m the 
Ramat Gan neighbourhood of 
Ramat Hashikma, where Project 
Renewal money renovatcdjSDO flats 
and built 48 new ones.' American 
Jews are expected to contribute 
$260m. and have already pledged 
SlOOm., Yehiel Admoni, director- 
general of the Jewish Agency's 
renewal department, told the press. 

(Sm piga 11) 


A leader of the Falasha community here, Uri Ben-Baruch, visits the 
current exhibition of Kurdistan Jewry at the Israel Museum, In the 
company of his grandson, Eliahu. (Zamir - Scoop) 

‘Why Falasha deal failed* 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The Begin government signed a secret agreement with Ethiopia four 
years ago to supply the Ethiopians with arms in exchange for the release of 
that country s Falasha Jews. Israel Radio this week quoted the Toronto 
Globe ana Mail newspaper, as saying in an article. 

The article, by Simha Jacobovitz, a former student activist on behalf of 
the Falashas, said only 120 Falashas were allowed to leave Ethiopia, before 
the Ethiopians cancelled the agreement under Soviet and Arab pressure. 

Jacobovitz wrote that Israel’s intelligence agency, the Mossad, hus tried 
tor years to free the Falashas, but has been hampered by the Jewish 
Agency. He said that attempts by Diaspora Jews to aid the Falashas were 
also rebuffed by the Jewish Agency, which sabotaged Mossad eTforts in or- 
der to prove it was impossible to help them. 

Jacobovitz cited a secret Mossad report which he said he received from 
two ‘dark-skinned agents.” that called the efforts to rescue the Falasha 
community “highly irregular." 

In the last six years, Jacobovitz wrote, more than 10,000 Falashas were 
either executed or died from hunger or disease. 


SHAMIR SEES GROMYKO 


looked again to Dobrynin and 
didn't respond to the suggestion. 
The Israeli source said lhat 
"although the meeting wasn't a 
give-and-take exchange, the mere 
fact that Gromyko didn’t reject the 
idea off-hand is encouraging in 
itself.” 

It was Dobrynin who two weeks 
ago notified the Israelis' who re- 
quested the meeting, that Gromyko 
was willing to meet with Shamir. 
Following that signal, Israeli Am- 
bassador Yehuda Blum met with his 
counterpart, Soviet Ambassador 
Oleg Troyanovsky, to arrange the 
technical issues of the meeting. It 


was learned that the Israelis asked 
that the meeting take place on, 
“neutral territory,” like the Finnish 
or the Rumanian missions in New 
York, but confronted with a Soviet 
refusal, agreed to hold it at the 
Soviet mission in Manhattan. 

According to a press release 
that was published by the Soviet 
mission to the UN through the Tass 
news service, Gromyko told Shamir . 
that Israel's present policies 
towards its neighbours are "short- 
sighted.” Tass also said that 
Gromyko told Shamir that Israel 
was undermining its own position by 
refusing to hand back Arab land oc- 


cupied in 1967 or to allow the es- 
tablishment of an independent 
Palestinian state. He was reported 
as saying that Moscow believed that 
an international conference could 
■lead to agreements guaranteeing 
"the independent and secure ex- 
istence of all states in the region in- 
cluding Israel.” 

A Soviet, journalist wTio is 
familiar with the talks, told The Post 
lhat the Soviets didn't like the 
publicity. 

An Israeli source explained lhat 
the Soviets didn’t ask them not to r 
publicize the meeting. “If they had 
asked us in the course of the 
meeting not to publicize it, we 
would have continued to keep it 
secret,” the source said. 
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strong supporter of the sale, has In- 
formed the president that without a 
compromise it is likely to be 
defeated. The presumption is that a 
continuing U.S. presence might 
ease fears that the planes would be 
used against Israel. 

Saudi Prince Bandar Bin Sultan 
a young air force officer who is 
looking after Saudi interests herein 
the AWACS debate, has also been 
deeply involved In the discussions. 

Israel Ambassador Ephraim 
Evron met last week with Senate 
leader Baker to complain about the 
spate of “ugly” innuendos iug- 
gesting Israeli opposition m 
somehow improper interference it 
domestic U.S. affairs. 

Despite the risk of further upset- 
ting the Reagan administration, 
Israel has abandoned its low profile 
attitude in favour of more vigorous 
opposition to the U.S. sale of 
AWACS planes to Saudi Arabia. 

Fresh instructions from 
Jerusalem now enable diplomatic 
and military officials at the Israel 
Embassy to respond to U.S. con- 
gressional inquiries on the con- 
troversial sale. 

Immediately following Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin’s recent 
visit to Washington, the embassy 
had been ordered to take a low 
profile on the controversy in order 
not to antagonize the administra- 
tion. Officials were 'barred from 
even responding to questions by 
U.S. lawmakers or their aides on the 
potential threat to Israel posed by 
the AWACS. 

But in the wake of some sharp 
public and private administration- 
orchestrated criticism of the Israeli 
position in recent days, the embassy 
once again has been given the go 
ahead to explain Israel's opposition. 

Democratic Senator Henry 
Jackson, of Washington State, a 
strong AWACS opponent, 
questioned the whole viability of 
any compromise at this late date in 
the procesa. "The administration is 
going to come up with what looks 
like American command and con- 
trol, but when you look at the fine 
print, it’s going to be Saudi con- 
trol," he said. "That won't fly in the 
Senate.” 

He said the only proper arrange- 
ment was the one which currently 
existed between Washington and 
NATO. 

Administration officials have 
argued that Saudi “sovereignty and 
national pride" made such a NATO 
plan "impractical.” 


Navon named in poll . 
as 4 man of the year’ '- ; 

President Yitzhak Navon was 
nominated "man of the year” on 
Friday by 167 radio listeners out of 
some 330 who responded within two 
hours to a call moderator Shmuel 
Shay to name their candidate on 
Kd Y Israel's morning programme 
All Shades of the Network. Oth pr 
candidates such as Prime Minister 
Menache/n Begin, the Chief Of 
Staff, Rav Aluf Rafael Eitan and 
Chief Rabbi Shlomo Ooren, 
received less than than 10 votes 
each. 

Explaining' their choice, the 
overwhelming majority of. the 
listeners who voted for Navon said 
he was the only public figure who 
could master sufficient respect to 
heal the rift in the nation. 
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ISSUE 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON.— Retired U.S. Air 
Force General George Keegan, for- 
mer head or Air Force intelligence, 
charged last week Lhat the sale of 
five AWACS radar aircraft and 
enhancement equipment for F-15 
planes to Saudi Arabia threatens the 
existence of Israel. 

‘The AWACS airplane repre- 
sents the single greatest piece of 
technical advance in air defence 
since World War II," he said. He 
stated that, combined with the extra 
fuel tanks and the Sidewinder air- 
to-air missiles for the 62 F-15s the 
Saudis bought previously, this 
would result in "the most powerful 
offensive combination of weapons 
ever developed for aerial theatre 
warfare." 

If Congress does not block the 
sale, Israel would, by 1985 when the 
AWACS are to be delivered, have 
more enemy weapons facing it than 
NATO has in Europe, Keegan 
warned. 

The retired general spoke at a 
press conference at the Capitol 
Hilton hotel launching the coalition 
for strategic stability in the Middle 
East, a new broad-based group 
comprising leaders of labour, 
Jewish, black and religious 
organizations and others opposed to 
the sale. The co-chairmen of the 
new bipartisan group are Clifford 
Case, a former Republican senator 
from New Jersey, and J.C. Turner, 
president of the International 
Union of Operating Engineers. 

Turner declared that the sale is 
“totally unacceptable to the 
American people because it would 
result in a danger to American 


Experts disagree on danger of spy planes 

The AWACS: Threat or not? 


security by placing sophisticated* 
weaponry in an unstable country, 
because it would threaten Israel, 
and because it breaks a promise to 
Congress that this equipment would 
never be sold to the Saudis.” . 

The Reagan administration, 
meanwhile, stepped up its own lob- 
bying campaign — working on con- 
gressmen, their aides and the news 
media. 

A U.S. Air Force AWACS air- 
craft has been flown to nearby An- 
drews air force base in Maryland for 
inspection by congressmen and 
reporters. 

The first batch to file through the 
Boeing 707 shell heard detailed 
briefings by senior U.S. officials on 
the "limiied"capabiliiies of the ver- 
sion slated for the Saudis. 

Briefers maintained that Israel 
“easily” could jam any Saudi 
AWACS “Looking down” on 
Israeli air space, but the AWACS 
could be upgraded very quickly, if 
necessary, said one official. 

Israeli officials, who themselves 
inspected the AWACS recently in 
Oklahoma, have not been reassured 
by the arguments. 

In contrast. National Security 
Adviser Richard Allen said last 
week that the presence of the 
AWACS in Saudi Arabia will not 
benefit the Arabs in the event or an 
air war with Israel. 

During a formal White House 
briefing for reporters, Allen, joined 


llpnn Akiva Netanya rwrnmmy\ 
International 

Ministry of Kd neat ion 

and Culture 

Hebrew Study Centre wjO 

DeinlS tiiient for 


Adult education 




|| Holds k 

S MODERN HEBREW AND ARABIC COURSES § 
5 FOR TOURISTS, NEW IMMIGRANTS, VETERANS, S 
S ADULTS, STUDENTS AND FAMILIES S 
SpROGRAMME AND AIMS: j 8 

S Intensive study in small classes (5-6 hours a day) E 

k shaping a study community based on learning, fi 

k getting together and the meeting of Israeli Jews with f 

% Jews from the Diaspora; Israeli citizens, Jews and £ 

k non-Jews; Jews and Gentiles — all this in the frame fi 

\ of a social life, the culture of Israel and Jewish 3 

k heritage. k 

S. MODERN HEBREW — . fc 

5 20 , 12, 8 or 4 week courses for beginners, t 

k • I K 

s 


Intermediate and advanced. 


‘quickie’ 


Dry B oiys 



by several U.S. Air Force officers, 
defended the controversial S8.5 bil- 
lion package sale by Insisting it was 
designed solely to protect Saudi 
Arabia’s oilfields. 

Allen and the others repeatedly 
.belittled the threat posed to Israel 
by the sale. They explained, for ex- 
ample, that Saudi AWACS would 
have to fly over Jordan “near the 
West Bank" in order to "see" all of 
Israel. 

From within Saudi Arabia 
proper, they said, the contours of 
Israel's geography — known as 
“masking” — would preclude any 
full view or Israeli aerial activity. 

A senior U.S. Air Force official 


said lhat Israel’s four E2-C 
Hawkeye surveillance aircraft could 
detect the presence of AWACS 
planes from a distance of 400 miles. 
Thus, he said, Israel will know 
whenever an AWACS approached 
its border. 

The U.S. officials, questioned in- 
tensively for nearly an hour, also 
discounted the possibility that Saudi 
Arabia could coordinate any joint 
Arab aerial strike against Israel. 
Direct communication links 
between the AWACS and Soviet- 
supplied MiG fighters in Iraq and 
Syria, they said, was impossible 
because they operate on completely 
different radio frequencies. 

Saudi pilots would first have to 
radio the information to their 
ground stations, Then, it would 
have to be telephoned to Syria and 
Iraq. But by then, the U.S. officials 
said, the information would be 
useless since the data “perishes” 
within minutes. 

Just before the briefing, visiting 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
once again staled Israel's strong op- 
position to the sale during an inter- 
view on ABCs Good Morning 
America television programme. 

Shamir called Saudi Arabia one 
of the most hostile, anti- Israel stales 
in the Middle East, citing its support 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. Approval of the 
AWACS sale, he added, would 
place a severe burden on Israel, 


forcing it to search for new 
“military solutions" — presumably 
a reference to additional U.S. 
military aid, 

Meanwhile, the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee (A1PAC). 
the pro-Israel lobbying organiza- 
tion, last week countered ad- 
ministration claims that the 
AWACS technology would not 
seriously compromise U.S. national 
security. 

Administration spokesmen have 
maintained that the technology is 20 
years old and that the Israeli air 
force will have little difficulty jam- 
ming the equipment. A1PAC issued 
a four-page document citing quotes 
from earlier statements by military 
experts which pointed to a different 
picture. 

Thus, Gen. David Jones, the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and a leading supporter of the Saudi 
sale, told the Senate Appropria- 
tions committee on February 5, 
1976, when he was Air Force chief 
of staff: 

“AWACS offers the greatest 
single quantum jump in command 
and control capability since the 
development of radar and , |s 
therefore our number otie' general ' 
purpose' forces priority. All the ex- 
perts agree that the AWACS radar 
is the hardest to jam that has ever 
been built.” 

On February 15, 1978, Jones told 
the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee: "We have also looked ai the 
vulnerability of AWACS. (Soviet) 
Foxbal cannot do anything to 
AWACS until it can find it. We arc 
finding it a very difficult problem to 
shoot down an AWACS in our of- 
fensive programmes.” 
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Why buy the whole cake when all you 
want is a slice? That's what Time Sharing 
is all about. It's the chance to purchase 
just the amount of time you want a holi- 
day home for - sharing the price with 
other owners - thereby paying a fraction 
of the cost. And in Israel, Time Share 
prices are still lower than comparable 
resorts abroad - a week per year for the 
rest of your life starts at $2700. You 
can even exchange your holiday in 250 
resorts worldwide. There's no better place 
to Time Share than Eilat, Israel's desert 
Riviera, with its year-round sun and 
exotic excitement. The Eilat Club Hotel 
■Holiday' Village has it all - beautifully 
furnished villas, fine restaurants, night- 
clubs, sophisticated travellers . . . every- 
thing you could possibly want in a 
vacation at a price you can't afford not 
.to afford. 
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Arab students get 3 months 
inflammatory PLO leaf 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Two Arab students were 
sentenced last week to three 
months in prison by a Jerusalem 
magistrate, under the 1978 “Tamir 
amendment” to the Terrorism Law, 
which allows the prosecution of 
persons “publicly identifying with 
or expressing support for 1 ’ terrorist 
organizations. 

The two, Mohammed Zrayer, 21, 
of Majd el-Kurum, and Bassam 
Sa’adi, 21, of Dabburiya, were con- 
victed by Judge Eliahu Ben-Zfaira 
of helping produce and distribute a 
pamphlet last April in the HebnAv 
University supporting the PLO’s 
struggle against “the Zionist en- 
tity.” 

The pamphlet was produced and 


distributed by the university's Arab 
students’ committee to Arab high 
school pupils visiting the Givat Ram 
campus. 

Zrayer, and two other members 
of the Arab students^ committee 
were suspended by the university 
for two years last May for their part 
in the affair. 

The leaflet, which reflects the line 
of the Progressive National Move- 
ment, the “rejectionist” movement 
which controls the Hebrew Univer- 
sity Arab students’ committee, ex- 
plains the need to "liberate” the 
"entire territory of (the Palesti- 
nians’) national land" by all 
available means — “political 
military ... and scientific,’’ from the 
grip of “Zionism ... fascism ... 
imperialism." 



W branch* and offloes abroad \\ But the underlyin 

-| through between the lines. It 

! 1 1 showed through at a press con 


( Continued from pip |) 

verbiage, end decisions on yet more 
committees and sub-committees. 
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AUTONOMY TALKS 

negotiations are to be just as sterile 
and futile as they were before the 
suspension — and even less relevant 
to reality; 

Secondly, that if indeed there are 
going to be new and important 
political developments in the 
Palestinian issue — if some Palesti- 
nians are to be wooed towards ac- 
cepting autonomy — they may oc- 
cur at the Defence Ministry in Tel 
Aviv, or around a coffee table in 
some West Bank leader's home. 
taH« not occur at the autonomy 

Officially, the resumed autonomy 

ilka enrir>H with ik. t 


THE SUCCESS of thi, *„i, 
autonomy talki can be a 
debate But there can 
about the complete aucceaS 
eaat one aspect of the seiaion .t, 
kosher cuisine. n ‘ "* 

All the credit is due to 

(“Yoaske”) Grtentzwaig, “eteS 
head of administration at if! 
Intenor Ministry, report? ;” 

Diplomatic Correspondent DM 
Landau, .himself observsm 

G«enuwei ? flew to Cabo ahtuitf 

a^tlTvtL^^ 

With at least half of the ] S[ «[j 
team ~ including Interior Minim, 
Yosef Burg, Justice Minister Mob 
Nisslm and Deputy Fortin 
Minister Yehuda Ben-Melr, ei% 
kosher, the food was much & 
predated. T 

* * * 


, T r psvaa wuu- 

ference held by Foreign Ministry 
Director-General David Kimche 
for overseas reporters Thursday, 
when perhaps in an unguarded mo- 
ment, fCimche volunteered that 
there are "approximately 15 major 
issues ’ still disputed between Israel 
and Egypt on autonomy. 

And these are just the "major is- 
sues." Israel's desire now, said 



Lewis 


Ghali 


MANY ISRAELIS consider Egyp 
lian Minister of State for Foreigi 
Affairs Butros Ghali a consislea 
hard-liner, but they had nothing bu 
praise for one comment he mad' 
during the negotiations. 

Over dinner, U.S. ambassador h 


Kim,fc 7 . ' 5a,Q yiiiciuiiy, me resumed autonomy uur,n » me negotiations. 

MlnliU Ais e ?e[ CSS,, J 8 Defence f aIk ? endcd wit h ihe parties solemn- , ° ver dinner, U.S. ambassadoi 

? har0 " t a PP roach t0 ly P ledging “ to move as rapidly as !_ srael Sa muel Uwls wondered alo 

on T? h lhc 'unche S _and d 
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the talks), is to leave “the details" to 
“a later stage, when the Palestinians 
I join the talks." 

This analysis seems fair enough 
as far as it goes. But — and this is 
perhaps the important difference 
between the resumed autonomy 
talks and the earlier year-plus of 
fruitless negotiation — it does not 
cover the whole subject. There is 
another, potentially significant, fac- 
tor in the field; Ariel Sharoii and his 
new policies to end mililary rule on 
the West Bank. 

Even the Egyptians, though ever 
so grudgingly and reluctantly, had 
to admit that they have been en- 
couraged by Sharon’s actions, and 
nis pledges of more actions soon, all 
avowedly aimed at "confidence- 
building' among the Palestinians. 

Or course it is still early, and the 
Egyptians, like serious Israeli 


possible towards, ^agreement../ on 
understandings and principles.” In a 
joint communique hammered out 
during arduos hours of behind-the- 

?.l en ffo" 8ui r ent ’ lhc lhrec s 'd« 

(the U.S. is also attending the talks) 
express the opinion that such nn 
agreement would help in reaching 
ine linal agreement on full 
autonomy 

On the key question of how to 
woo the Palestinians into join- 
"f thc negotiations at a 

er stage ■— this was the issue 
that occupied the three teams 
through much of the two-day ses- 
sion here -- the joint communique 
declared that "ways will be sought 
to encourage thc Palestinians in the 
areas to engage actively in this 
process ... and to view it with con- 
fidence and understanding ... the 
(Israeli) minister of defence 


Your House in Israel 

EXCLUSIVE APARTMENT HOTEL 

7 Rehov Habakkuk, Tel Aviv 

In the heart of Tel Aviv's tourist district (near ihp i .. r, . 
for short and long terms, exclusively styled, high level fomishtao? 
including salon, bedroom, washroom and kitchen n S gS ' 

ZZ service 0 " 6 ^ n " 1 ' —8 and daily 

Aff or these assure you of maximum privacy in your own fiat 
without forgoing the comforts of an elegant hot™ ’ 

For further particulars and reservations — 
EXCLUSIVE APARTMENT HOTEL 
7 Rehov Habakkuk, Tel Aviv (cor. 279 Hayarkon) 

Tel. 03-440011, 443110, Tel Aviv. * 


whether the new policies, the public (forJ^diimS ^eSurw ‘of h ? h pe 

flnd thc disc reet nature In the future ' 
contacts with local leaders will lead 

to some rethinking among at least 
some West Bankers and Gazans 
about Camp David and the 
autonomy idea. 

In effect, what happened in 
Cairo last week was that the 
Egyptian autonomy team sought to 

nP "in 1 * An .i.L.i 1. « ■ ° 
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ners during the months and yearn 
autonomy talks had cost. 

“Not as much as one tank,” Ghf 
shot straight back at him. 

* * * 

THE USUALLY unflappabl 
Interior Minister Yosef Burg brob 
down briefly and cried as he recitei 
the blessing over the Tora at Cairo' 
synagogue yesterday morning. 

The Israeli delegation has beei 
holding prayer services momini 
and evening during the uutonom; 
talks in Cairo to enable Justice 
Minister Moshe Nisslm, who is it 
mourning for his father (the lati 
chief rabbi Yitzhak Nisslm) to reciti 
kaddish. 

Last week, the delegation helc 
morning services at the recently 
restored Cairo synagogue on Adi: 
Street, to read the Tora there. Burl 
was momentarily overcome with 
emotion when he found himsell 
holding two stddurtm (prayer 
books) — one printed in Vienna in 
The” , , 1846 and one in Cairo exactly IM 

of a verbal dfmK years later. The two books seemed 

which had earlipr^ 0Wn Egy P 1 ' to embrace and express a century d 

■ucn had earlier louaht an in. jewiah history replete with tragedy, 

Buffering and salvation. ■ 


on what is happening and hSaiW head KflIna, 
W develop. Tffi ad" 
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be “in' lM 

what may develop, in the ad- 
ministered areas, and Us members 
were shown a very large and clearly 
printed "keep out" sign by the 
Israelis, "Why should they share in 
the credit?" Sharon askSd. while 
Burg devised more subtle argu- 
ments with which to reject the 
Egyptian overture. 

The lesson that the Egyptians and 
outside observers must deduce from 
the week’s doings is twofold; 

Firstly, the resumed autonomy 


which had earlier sought' an in- 
stituHonalized link between the 

nrnW y r nC8Otlatl0nS flnd the 

problem of attracting the Palesti- 
nians to the talks. 

Egyptian delegation head Kamal 


ffE-W- conference, said 
w ®S! r ^° int communique itself 
“ . v . cr y successful progress." 

A1 mSdehH ark, u t0 thc ncwsme n. 

aSSrSaw* 

Bank “S? 3n t s . . n,0 «s on the West 

;:ro y r.~r^ h “ 

peace process. nS lnl ° the 


1 HE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


* * * 

SOUTH CAROLINA Gover 
Richard RQey was not content 
bring to Israel an adviser i 
spokesman. 
Instead, he brou 
along 90 citizens 
his state 
legislators, judg 
blacks, whit* 
Christians, a 
Jews. 

It was reporta 
the first mission 
Israel led by .1 
a Southern stal 
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Meridor tells Begin his energy idea works 


By ARY EH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The cabinet’s chief economic 
coordinator, Ya’acov Meridor, 
last week informed Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin that the first ex- 
perimental tests of the invention he 
has fathered for producing cheap 
r energy have been successful. 

Meridor had first disclosed his 
"revolutionary" invention (which 
he said would end the world's 
dependence on oil) on the eve of the 
Knesset elections in June, but 
refused then to give any details. 

Speaking last week on Israel 
Television, Meridor said his team of 


highly-qualified scientists had in- 
formed him that the results of the 
first stage of testing the invention 
over the last 2ft months were “ex- 
tremely promising." "This is a great 
day," he said. 

The only technical detail Meridor 
would disclose was that the scien- 
tists had achieved "a 60 per cent 
rate of energy extraction from the 
raw fuel for producing electricity." 
The Electric Corporation achieves 
only two-thirds of this extraction 
figure in its power stations. 

Meridor said that large savings in 
Tuel would be made if the invention 
could be applied commercially. He 


said he expects the extraction rate 
could be raised further to 70 per 
cent, but it would take several years 
for the equipment to be manufac- 
tured on a large enough scale to 
produce electricity, 

Meridor has not yet patented the 
process and - for this reason he 
refused to reveal any more details. 
The public wdl have to wait a few 
more months, he said. 

Energy Minister Yitzhak Berman 
said later at a press conference 
that he has no connection with 
Meridor's invention. He said he had 
never asked Meridor about the mat- 
ter and his cabinet colleague had 
never volunteered information. 


Over 1,000 road accidents in August— 57 deaths 


There were 1,003 road accidents 
with 1,578 casualties last month, ac- 
cording to figures released last 
week by the Central Bureau of 
Statistics. Among the casualties 
were 57 killed and 331 seriously in- 
jured. 

Allowing for seasonal factors, the 
statisticians say that the number of 
accidents and casualties in the past 
four months rose by 2 per cent as 
compared with the four previous 


months, and rose by 6 per cent as 
compared with accidents and 
casualties during the same period 
last year. 

Since the beginning of the year 
there have been 8,775 accidents in- 
volving 12,481 casualties, 291 of 
them fatal. This marks a 2 per cent 
rise in the number of casualties as 
compared with the same period last 
year and 5 per cent increase in the 
number of killed. 


The number of accidents in 
August was low compared to the 
numbers in previous months, but 
the number of killed was com- 
paratively high. This was attributed 
lo thc major accident in the B'nei 
Darom crossroad near Ashdod, in 
which more than 20 people were kil- 
led. 

The bureau said 22 persons were 
killed in accidents in August in 
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip. 


Car-bomb disaster averted 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
RAMLE. — A large bomb hidden 
in a car was defused here last week 
in time to avert a bloodbath in the 
local open-air market, but more ter- 
rorist attempts to mar the Jewish 
New Year may be forthcoming, 
police said. 

“It would have been a black Rosh 
Hashana not only for the citizens of 
Ramie, but also for the entire nation 
if the car had blown up. Ramie 
police chief Pakad fy'A Dotan-.saitl- 
Detectives from the Ramie ala-' 
tion, on a routine patrol at 3:30 a.m- 
discovered the explosives-laden 
car parked suspiciously near one of 
the narrow entrances to this ancient 
town’s open-air market, Dolan said. 

"They saved dozens of lives," he 


said. ’The place where the car was 
found is crowded and very busy" 
during the day, when the market is 
open. 

The detectives first thought the 
car — which bore an Israeli licence 
plate, and whose engine was still 
warm — might have been parked by 
burglars breaking into shops in the 
area. However, after checking the 
car and the vicinity, they decided it 
could have been placed there by 
terrorists, and called in demolition 
experts. . • 

■ ’.’■The -sappers found J ’a substantial 
amount” of explosives — unofficial 
reports put the figure at four kilos 
— in the car’s boot. As they success- 
fully defused the charge, additional 
police units sealed off the area and 
patrols combed other locations Tor 
more bombs. 


Experts call border shelters inadequate 


A team of experts who toured set- 
tlements that were under Katyusha 
fire in the North concluded recently 
that parents were forced to 
evacuate their children because of 
"inadequate facilities to ensure 
their safety." 

The experts, all members of the 


steering committee of the Beit 
Hanassi Assembly on the child, in- 
cluded Ofira Navon, wife of the 
president and a psychologist in her 
own right. , , . ■ 

. They found .tjiak jnoijf the ; 
she iters ■ wfetd* unsuitable " 6v*A for 
short stays underground. 
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Attorney-General Zamir: We are not a theocratic state’ 

Rabbinical ban on dig is overruled 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Israel's archeologists have won a 
decisive victory over the Chief Rab- 
binate with the submission and 
publication last week of Attorney- 
General Yitzhak Zamir's opinion on 
the legal aspects of the controver- 
sial excavations in the City of 
David's Area G. 

Zamir refrained from determin- 
ing whether or not there is a late 
medieval Jewish cpmetery on the 
disputed site. But he left it up to the 
director of the Education Ministry's 
antiquities division to determine the 
facts and to decide how to proceed 
“before the start of theifext excava- 
tion season." 

Antiquities division head Avi 
Eilan, assisted by fellow 
archeologists, will examine Area G 
in the coming weeks to determine 
the facts of the matter. Education 
Mipisjry sources said. 

Zamir's opinion flatly denied 
Education Minister Zevulun Ham- 
mer or any combination of ministers 
any standing in the matter. 

The attorney-general's ruling 
Implied that even the possible ex- 
istence of what was once a cemetery 
in Area G is an insufficient reason 
to stop the dig "which may reveal 
things of major scientific and 
national importance." 

Condemning Zamir's opinion as 
"casuistry,” Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 
Shlomo Goren said that it "allows 
the slate to destroy any Jewish 
graveyard at will." Goren sum- 
moned an emergency, meeting of 
therChief Rabbinical Council- 
to discuss the matter. The council 
may call an emergency mass 
meeting of all the country’s practis- 
ing rabbis this week in Jerusalem to 
protest Zamir's ruling. 

Zamir's opinion flatly denied the 
Chief Rabbinate any legal standing 
regarding government policy and 
actions or with regard to the deter- 
mination of what is or is not a 
Jewish cemetery. 

Regarding the two chief rabbis' 
August ruling, which declared Area 
G the site of an ancient Jewish 
cemetery, Zamir slated that it has 
no legal standing whatsoever and 
may at mdst-be regarded as a "sug- 
gestion" — whether it is called a 


•'decision," a “judgement" or “a 
halachtc ruling.” 

In this connection, Zamir quoted 
at length from the High Court of 
Justice, in overruling on September 
4 Hammer's September I order 1 
suspending the Area G excavation 
for two weeks. "In our state, which 
is not a theocratic state,., .the rulings 
of the chief rabbinate do not in any 
way obligate state officials in their 
official capacities.” 

Regarding the August 26 joint sit- 
ting of the Chief Rabbinical Council 
and the Chief Rabbinical Court, 
which "demanded that the govern- 
ment legally declare the whole 
southern slope of the Temple 
Mount an ancient Jewish 
cemetery," Zamir ruled “The Chief 
Rabbinical Council does not have 
the authority according to law to 
present demands to the government 
or the education minister." 

On August 31, Hammer asked the 
attorney-general for legal responses 
to three questions: Who has the 
power to determine that a given site 
is an ancient cemetery? Does Area 
G fall under the 1978 Antiquities 
Law definition of a "sacred site," 
requiring a ministerial committee to 
determine whether excavations 
should be allowed in it? Who, and 
und er what conditions, has the right 
to revoke or suspend a digging 
licence?. 

Zamir states flatly that "neither 
the government nor the education 
minister has the right to declare a 
certain site a cemetery.” This 
power, according to the, attorney- 
general, is vested solely’ in "the 
planning authorities," which deter- 
mine the function and nature of 
given plots of land. He quotes in this 
respect, the 1976 outline plan 
(tochntnnft'ar) for the Old City and 
its environs, which designates the 
excavation areas in the City of 
David (including Area G) “open 
public areas — reserved for 
archeological excavations." 

The Antiquities Division director 
alone has the authority to revoke or 
suspend an excavation licence, or to 
add new conditions to it. "But the 
director cannot implement this right 
except on the basis of proven facts 
and special reasons. The mere fact 
of the existence of an ancient 



Hammer 

cemetery in the excavation area, in 
the absence of other important con- 
siderations, is insufficient cause to 
revoke the licence..." 

In. section 20 of his opinion, 
Zamir wrote that the existence of a 
cemetery still in use or recently in 
use should serve as a “serious con- 
sideration" when the Antiquities 
Division head decides on the issue 
of a digging licence. 

"But should the fear or even the 
knowledge of the existence of an 


(ancient) cemetery, be it Jewish or 
Canaanite, serve as a serious con- 
sideration in the question of 
whether or not to gram a licence? 
The matter is doubtful. In any 
event, even if it has a certain weight 
in the considerations governing the 
issue of the licence, it does not, by 
itself, justify the non-issuing of a 
licence.” 

And such a consideration pales 
into insignificance beside the con- 
sideration that excavations on the 
given site "may be of major scien- 
tific and national importance,” 
Zamir wrote. 

Finally, Zamir ruled that the 
weighing and determination of 
whether or not to issue the licence 
are solely up to the antiquities divi- 
sion director. 

Furthermore, "the matter is dif- 
ferent when (the antiquities division 
director) is faced with revoking a 
lice nee... Revoking a licence... is an 
extreme act. ..and the law regards 
it...more stringently than it does the 
decision to issue a licence ab Initio . " 

With regard to Area G, Zamir 
flatly ruled that “there is insuf- 
ficient reason, legally, to touch the 
excavation licence." 

But he proceeded to point out 
that certain elements in the public 
believe there is a cemetery there, 
and they are pained by its possible 
desecration. He therefore recom- 
mended that the Antuquilies Division! 
examine the evidence on the pat- 
tern of a similar examination con- 
ducted a decade ago a few dozen 
metres to the north of Area G in ex- 
cavations undertaken by Prof. 
Binyamin Mazar in the Ophel area, 
south of the Temple Mount’s 
southern wall. 

In that examination, shafts were 
dug In a number of spots, and graves 
were found just southeast of the road 
which circumscribes the Old City 
walls. Mazar refrained from (Seeing 
at the spot. 

Goren, the driving force behind 
the efforts to stop the dig in Area G 
in recent weeks, said that he. 
rejects the opinion "with both 
hands. It is a casuistic effort to allow 
the state to destroy Jewish graves." 

“Zamir followed blindly in the 
footsteps of the High Court," said 
Goren, who indicated that the focus 


of his struggle will now be an effort 
to persuade the religious parties to 
press for the legislation of Article 
45 of the coalition agreement. 

That clause rules that if 
archeologists encounter Jewish 
graves in an excavation, the Chief 
Rabbinate will have the- powers 
stop the dig and determine its 
future. 

Justice Minister Moshe Nissim 
and Zamir later in the week both 
sharply criticized Goren’s remark 
that Zamir’s opinion on the dig 
"allowed the slate to destroy any 
graveyard at will." 

Nissim, himself an observant Jew 
said that the attorney-general’s o»' 
nion contained "nothing to suppon 
the conclusion" Goren drew from 

Abraham Rabinovich adds: 

Dr. Yigal Shilo of the Hebrew 
University, director of the City of 
David dig, said last week that his 
archeological team had uncovered 
the first extensive section of the 
Jebusite city wall from the 
Patriarchal period (18th-l6th cen- 
turies BCE). Shilo outlined the 
achievements of this season’s just- 
concluded dig to a press conference 
attended by an unusually large 
number of local and foreign cor- 
respondents. 

The fragment of the city wall 
from the Patriarchal period, 
situated outside the controversial 
Area G, was preserved for a length 
of 1 8 metres and a height of up to 
four metres. Small sections of this 
wall were identified by archeologist 
Kathleen Kenyon two decades ago. 

The delay in the Area G excava- 
tions caused by this summer’s con- 
troversies prevented the complete 
uncovering of the monumental, 
stepped structure that was the focus 
of last year’s excavations. The struc- 
ture has been exposed to a height of 
16 metres, but Shilo said that its 
lower layers have not yet been 
reached. 

However, what had been found 
during the relatively brief time that 
could be devoted to it this summer 
had increased his certainty that the 
unusual structure dated from the 
1 0th century BCE — the century 
during which David and his son 
Solomon ruled from Jerusalem. 


\ 
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THERE IS GOOD reason Tor Rabbi Shlomo 
Goren s dissatisfaction with the legal opinion 
submitted Iasi week by Attorney-General 
Yitzhak Zamir to Education Minister Zevulun 
Hammer in the matter of the excavations at 
the City of David’s Area G. 

The opinion may easily be summarized. It 
dismisses the mixture of alleged Tact and 
halachtc ruling served up by the chief 
Ashkenazi rabbi In his frenzied, but still inex- 
plicable, effort to stop the now famous dig of 
Dr. Yigal Shilo and his assistants in the 3,000- 
year-ald Davidian strata of Jerusalem. 

At the same time the attorney-general’s 
memorandum is also an implied rap on the 
knuckles for the education minister. Mr. 
Hammer, it seems, had no business calling on 
the chief rabbi to interpose his view in the 
mailer — even if the minister thought, quite 
wrongly as it turned out. that this would allow 
the dig to go on undisturbed. 

In u response to the at torney-ge nereis opi- 
nion. Rabbi Goren has accused Prof. Zamir of 
••following blindly in the footsteps of the High 
Court." which last week knocked down Mr. 
Hammer's attempt to appease the Chief Rab- 
binate by suspending the dig for a fortnight. 
This accusation itself is depressing testimony 
to the chief rabbi's comprehension of Israel's 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Rabbi Goren cut down to size 


system of government. 

For the basic principle laid down by the 
court, not for the first lime either, and 
followed by the attorney-general, as it had to 
be. is indeed so basic that only someone who 
refuses to abide by it can possibly question it. 

That principle states that Israel is a 
democracy and not a theocracy, that it is a 
country of law and not of Haiacha, except in 
those limited areas where Haiacha has been 
granted the force of law. Therefore, halachic 
rulings such as the one assumed by the Chief 
Rabbinical Council and the Supreme Rabbini- 
cal Court last month, which declared the entire 
southern slope of the Temple Mount, in- 
cluding Area G, an old Jewish cemetery, and 
out of bounds to the archeologists, carry the 
weight of suggestions, and nothing more. 

Prof. Zamir in his opinion makes it clear 
that the law relating to licences for the ex- 
cavation of antiquities places their issuance 
and revocation (the latter a very extreme step) 
strictly within the competence of the director 
of antiquities in the Ministry of Education and 


Culture A licence granted for one season 
may, or course, be reconsidered for the next 
and the attorney-general proposes that the 
director, himself or with the help of experts 
should re-examine the claims and counter- 
claims advanced in the case of Area G. 

This however, is the extent of the attorney- 
general s concession to outside pressure. * 

Could it be, however, that the rabbis were 

thlv 1 « ab0 u U !A h u facls of lhe Case - even though 
they lacked the power to make their 

about them stick'? With soTe dll m£2Zg 

foe s The an ra C hh- b ! mSe,f ’ Prof * Za ™r sub- 
jCLts the rabbinical arguments to close 

scrutiny that leaves them a shambles. 

His conclusions are unequivocal. No proof 
has been adduced of the existence of an "an 
cient Jewish cemetery" in Area G. Even Tf 
there had been such a cemetery at one iim£ [ 

“ .TTi, iL'* ,hc i"**™ 

goes further. Had the existence or the 
cemetery been proven, this would not have 
been, by itself, sufficient reason to refuse to 


issue a licence, let alone to revoke a licence 
duly given, for a dig that has a high scientific 
or national value. 

Moreover, the right to declare any site a 
cemetery is not given to the Chief Rabbinate, 
but neither is it granted to the government or 
to the education minister. This power is reser- 
ved, under the law, to the planning 
authorities. 

This poses a real dilemma for the rabbinate, 
but Rabbi Goren seems to believe he has a 
solution for it. Let the government see to it 
that Article 45 in the latest coalition agree- 
ment is enucted into law at once, says he. That 
article would require the archeologists to stop 
digging the moment they discovered a grave 
and notify the Chief Rabbinate which "will 
rule on how’ to proceed." 

But even such a vast expansion of rab- 
binical authority, which must Involve the 
amendment of several existing laws, would 
not meet Rabbi Goren’s objections. For the 
power to decide whether or not a grave has 
been found would still remain vested in the 
archeologists, those rascals, in the field. To 
satisfy Rabbi Goren’s ambition in full* 
nothing less that the complete overthrow of. 
present legal arrangements would be 
necessary. 


PAGE 6 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION «- 

Published weekly: September 27-October 3, 1981 




Rabbis say Haiacha 
is law of the land 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Asserting the “eternal nature of 
Jewish religious law and its primacy 
in the State of Israel over civil law, 
the Supreme Rabbinical Council 
last week called on the Knesset to 
translate into law Article 45 of the 
government’s coalition agreement. 
If passed, it would.enable the Chief 
Rabbinate “to declare the site of a 
grave or cemetery — whether new 
or old — a ‘holy place' and to pre- 
vent excavations in it." 

The council, which met together 
with some members of the Supreme 
Rabbinical Court, "rejected out or 
hand" the High Court of Justice's 



Chief Rabbi Ovadia Yosef. 

September 4 decision and Attorney- 
General Yitzhak Zamir’s September 
20 opinion, both of which supported 
archeologists in the dispute over ex- 
cavation in the City of David. 

Chief Rabbis Shlomo Goren and 
Ovadia Yosef on August 26 
delivered a halachic ruling forbid- 
ding digging in Area G and adjacent 
areas on the eastern slope of the 
City of David, south of the Temple 
Mount because they said it is the 
site of a late medieval Jewish 
cemetery. 

Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Goren 
says that he expects the 
Knesset to pass Article 45 into law 
before December 31. when the cur- 
rent licence issued by the Education 
Ministry antiquities division for digs 
in the City of David expires. "That 
dig,” said Goren, "won't be 
renewed. Jews will not again be 
beaten at the site." He was referring 
to the periodic clashes during the 
past two months between police and 
ullra-Orthodox demonstrators who 
gathered near the site to protest 
against the dig. 

City of David excavations direc- 
tor Dr. Yigal Shilo later said 
that "Article 45, if passed into law, 
would jeopardize the future 
freedom of archeological research 
throughout the country, not just in 
Area G. Area G would be a minor 
event by comparison." Shilo said 
that archeologists have started " lob- 
bying" against the passage of such a 
law. 


Goren disclosed that there were 
“serious arguments" at last week's 
four-hour council meeting. He said 
that "very extreme" proposals — 
which were eventually rejected — 
were made by some of the partici- 
pants. These included a mass resigna- 
tion by all the council members to 
protest against the High Court rul- 
ing, Zamir's opinion and the con- 
tinued digging in Area G. 

The council resolution added: 
"The Jewish Haiacha is eternal and 
not subordinate to any secular 
authority with regard to the State of 
Israel, in which our rights are based 
on the Tora. The Haiacha is what 
governs our lives, and no power on 
earth will displace it." 

In “rejecting with all possible 
force" the High Court ruling and 
Zamir's opinion, the council expres- 
sed "shock" at Section 27 of the 
attorney-general’s opinion. There, 
Zamir declared that cemeteries that 
are no longer in use, where no close 
relatives are buried and Jews no 
longer pray cannot be considered 
"holy ground" or "ground set aside 
for a sacred purpose,” as defined in 
section 29 of the Antiquities Law 
(1978). 

According to the Chief Rab- 
binate Council, this would give the 
Israeli government and the govern- 
ments of Eastern Europe a carte 
blanche to dig up and destroy any 
Jewish grave or graveyard not in 
current use. 

Goren, who is chairman of the 
World Jewish Committee for the 
Preservation of Jewish Cemeteries 
in Eastern Europe, explained that in 
1976, the Pdllsfi government had 
planned to run a highway through 
Warsaw's ancient Jewish 
cemetery. "We interceded, and 
the Polish government then ruled 
that the state could touch Jewish 
graves only with the express permis- 
sion of an Orthodox rabbi. Now the 
Israeli attorney-general has given 
the gentile governments the go- 
ahead to desecrate Jewish graves." 

The council re-endorsed its 
resolution of August 26, when sup- 
porting the chief Rabbi’s halachic 
ruling of the week before, it ruled 
that “the whole southern slope of 
the Temple Mount, including the 
whole of the City of David and Area 
G, are the site of an ancient Jewish 
cemetery/' 

, But in its latest decision, the 
i council carefully referred not to the 
whole southern slope but to "the ex- 
istence of an ancient Jewish 
■ cemetery on the southern slope of 
I the Temple Mount, including all of 
, Area G." 

: Rabbi Goren dismissed the 

i change of geographic definition as 
i insignificant, but knowledgeable 
r observers suggested that “constric- 
I tion" of the area deemed a 
. cemetery may be a signal of the 
i council's (and Goren's) desire to 
move towards a compromise. 


Navon urges ethnic respect 


President Yitzhak Nayon last 
week appealed to politicians and 
other public figures not to widen 
divisions by inflaming ethnic sen- 
sibilities. 

Speaking on Israel Television's 
Moked interview programme in a 
pre-Rosh Hashana Interview 
recorded at his home earlier in the 
week, Navon said that the ethnic 
tensions aroused during the recent 
elections were a "regression" 
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He called on public figures to 
"act carefully, gently, without 
hurting one’s fellow man, “because, 
he added, "fires that are lit are dif- 
ficult to put out." 

He called on Oriental Jews in 
Israel who “have not started out on 
the right foot" not to depend on the 
government to improve all phases or 
their lives, but to make a personal 
effort to break out of the cycle of 
disadvantage." 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Sharon attacks Labour Party in 
row over strategic cooperation 


By SARAH HONIG, 

Port Political Reporter 

ahJi A VIV ' Dcfcncc Minister 
Ariel Sharon Iasi week tracked ifie 

Labour Party for accusing the prime 
minister of having offered to make 
Israeli soldiers mercenaries to the 
Americans. “The people who say so 
had themselves put the IDF. at thei 
disposal of British and French 
adventurism in 1956," Sharon con- 
tended. 

Sharon was addressing the first 
session of the Herut Party central 
committee since the June 30 Knes- 
set elections. He said the Labourites 
who "so bitterly attack the agree- 
mem on strategic cooperation with 
the U.S. are the very same people 
who had always unsuccessfully 
sought treaties." The only two ex- 
ceptions were the "season” (the 
hunt after IZL and Lehi un- 
derground members in the days of 
the British Mandate) and "the 
foreign adventurism of the’ 1956 
Suez crisis." This is the first time a 
senior Israeli cabinet member has 
referred in this manner to one of 
Israel's wars. 

He said that in criticizing the 
strategic cooperation, "the opposi- 
tion again displayed the same total 



Labour's Shimon Peres 

lack of national responsibility as it 
demonstrated following the destruc- 
tion of the Iraqi nuclear facility. 
Now with the help of their aides in 
the mass media, they try to accuse 
us of turning our soldiers into 
mercenaries for foreigners." 

Sharon continued: "It is not us 
who pose a danger to the USSR. 
They are a danger to us and we are 
defending our very lives. This had 
been the situation for the first 25 
years (of the state) and for the first 
10 years of that period we faced the 
USSR without any cooperation 
from America. In fact, the U.S. 
even imposed an arms embargo 
upon us at the time. We are serving 


Mitterrand visit in early ’82 


By LEON HADAR 
Jerusalem Port Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — French President 
Francois Mines rand, will .visit Israel 
al the beginning of next year after a 
visit by Foreign Minister Claude 
Cheysson at the beginning of 
December. 

An official statement announcing 
the two visits was issued following a 
meeting between Israel Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
Cheysson here last week. 

Although a date For Mitterrand's 
visit was not set, an Israeli source 
said that the French president 
would probably arrive in Israel in 
January or February 1982. 

Mitterrand last week said that 
his country will continue to uphold 
the Palestinians' right to a land of 
t^eir own "where they can start to 
build a state." But he added that 
"France will not even consider 
anything which might threaten 
Israel's security." 

Mitterrand also adopted an am- 
bivalent attitude on the diverse 
forms of negotiations between 
Israel and the Arab slates, saying 
that France favours the Camp 
David type of bilateral agreements. 

Mitterrand will be the first 
French president to visit Israel. 

Shamir opened last week's 
meeting by stressing Israeli "disap- 
pointment” over the new French 
government’s attitude towards 
Israel. He emphasized that this dis- 
appointment stemmed, among 
other things, from the high expecta- 
tions that Israel had of President 
Mitterrand who is regarded as a 
friend of Israel. 

The Israeli foreign minister noted 
the recent visit of Cheysson to 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan and 
referred especially to the French 
foreign minister's meeting with PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat and to state? 
ments in which Cheysson allegedly 
compared the PLO to the French 
resistance movement and the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank to the 
German occupation of France. 


no foreign causes. This Is a matter 
of life or death for us. The strategic 
cooperation with the U.S. is the 
most efficient response to the situa- 
tion of the 1980s. The danger to us 
has never been so great and we are 
now able to considerably strengthen 
ourselves." 

Responding to Sharon’s charges. 
Labour Party chairman Shimon 
Peres said; “Rather than serving the 
interests of France and Britain in 
the Sinai Campaign, we benefited 
from their participation. Israel 
fought the battle for its own 
’ reasons, and the only coordination 
with outside powers was over 
liming. It is hardly as if we had gone 
to France and offered to help them 
in Algeria or offered the British 
help in British Guyana, For exam- 
ple. We did not concern ourselves 
with global interests but with our 
own good.” 

Peres said that Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, leader of the op- 
position at the time, was consulted 
before the Suez operation "and 
gave his enthusiastic approval.” 

Peres added that he does "not 
rule out cooperation with the U.S., 
but only if it requests it of us, and 
not vice versa, and if it serves our 
needs." 


Shamir said that those statements 
"shocked" Israel's public. 

Cheysson argued that he was 
"misquoted," and added, according 
to an Israeli source. thafHhe sur- 
vival and the security of Israel are a 
sacred duty for me and for my 
government.” 

He said that France “does not 
regard the PLO as the sole 
representative of the Palestinian 
people but as one of its voices." 

One of the major issuesto be dis- 
cussed in the meetings between 
Prime Minister Begin and President 
Mitterrand in Israel will be French 
nuclear aid to the Arab countries, it 
was agreed at last week’s meeting. 

Both foreign ministers were in 
New York for the opening of the 
debate al the 36th session of the UN 
General Assembly: 

Shamir also met with British 
ForeEgn Secretary Lord Carrington 
for what was characterized by a 
high-ranking Israeli official here as 
a "very frank exchange of views," 
during which Carrington called for 
the participation of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and for an 
Israeli dialogue with it. h 

Carrington described ‘the Camp 
David agreements as “a- not ade- 
quate instrument” for achieving 

m ', n t * ie area an( L compared 
PLO chairman Yasser Arafat to 
Robert Mugabe, the president of 
Zimbabwe. He said that the agree- 
ment reached under British 
auspices in Rhodesia proved that 
even a terrorist can become a 
moderate politician, if he is 
presented with diplomatic solution. 

Shamir rejected the comparison 
as well as Carrington's recent call 
lor the U.S. to put pressure on 
Israel to negotiate with the PLO.. 

Shamir also met Monday with the 
Argentinian foreign minister, who 
expressed his hope that liberaliza- 
tion steps taken by the Argentinian 
government will improve the posi- 
tion of Argentina's Jewish . com- 
munity. 
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Dayan rejects possible return to Labour 

Pwt Si Knesset Members was particularly 

TEL AW Th rT • encouraged by Labour chairman 
? VIV * — The Telem steering Shimon Peres with the idea of turn- 
committee last week unanimously ,n 8 the Alignment into the laroest 

adopted a resolution stating that it is Knesset faction. But the issue 
pl T ,ng t0 J oin cither the generated a great deal of opposition 

Labour Party or the Alignment. within Labour, and pro- Dayan 
This is the first official J? rly insiders told The Post that 
pronouncement of Moshe Dayan’s r ayan . apparently does not want to 
party on an issue that has already r,sk re J ect '°n. They said they would 
raised political temperatures within !!^ V . . ele , ss . not desist from their 
all the Alignment factions. eriorts to bring him back 

Mennu/hiU Vi nt OL _ * 


The resolution was proposed to 
the 21-member committee by 
Moshe Dayan, following presB 
reports about a possible return by 
Dayan and his list to Labour. 

According to the resolution, 
“Telem is not discussing the pos- 
sibility of joining either the Labour 
Party or the.Alignment and neither 
is it planning to do so;’’ Not one of 
the committee members, The 
Jerusalem Post has learned, spoke in 
favour of teaming up with Labour. 
The committee is composed of the 
first 21 candidates.on Telem's Knes- 
set slate. ■ 

The Idea of coopting Telem's two 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Enter the rhetoric 


THE STRATEGIC cooperation between Israel and the US hi. 

frnnfs by IT*' Begin P f esident has come un4fi« 

from some Labour opposition leaders. It is only natural, then ih2 

ikud leaders shoujd wish to defend themselves against the charee 

Last week, the defence minister, Ariel Sharon, locked horns with 
. 7, P ?f T on thii issue in an address to Herat's central ™ ra 2 
tee. Until that address, Mr. Sharon in his six weeks as detent 

min' Ster u“ d ha " di . ed himself in a non-partisan and statesmanlike 
manner. His initiatives m that time appear, in fact, to have brouchi 
new ideas and new life to Israel's foreign und defence policy. 8 

Unfortunately in speaking to the Herut forum, Mr Shami 
regressed to the kind of wild mud-slinging that the nation’s defence 
minister should eschew. Those Labourites who are now attacking 
strategic cooperation with the U.S., the defence minister cried ar? 
the same people who always unsuccessfully sought alliances with 
foreign powers. And he gave as one example* the placing of the m 

?956 Su«cn"is FrCnCh “ foreig " ^nturism” V The 

J. n J 9 * 6 ' t0 . b * aure . Israel cooperated — some people still sav 
colluded — . with France and Britain against Egypt. But that was a 

r Sfae fendlng for ilself against a dangerous enemy with the 
aid of foreigners, not a case or Israel serving foreign interests This 
vers, on of 1956. in which most Israelis have always b e |i eve d i! 
perhaps open to question, but not from Herut. than which there was 
no more enthusiastic supporter of Operation Kadesh. 

m ' n i Ster be i ieves he wiM - by such wild rhetoric, repel 
criticism of the much-touted strategic cooperation with the U.S he 

ble P rn?Hm r r ? ng .' 1 would 1 more appropriate and more respond- 
mfii.oiirJ -luff lo persuade the citizenry that Israel must ally itself 
militarily with the U.S. not merely to ward off threats from hostile, 
Soviet-s upported Arab states, but from the Soviet Union itself. 


Israel office in 
Cyprus attacked 

NICOSIA (UPI). — a youth claim- 
ing to be a Palestinian living in 
Lebanon threw two grenades into 
the Israeli-owned Shoham shipping 
and travel agency offices in the 
southern Cypriot port of Limassol 
last week, wounding two men and 
three women, police said. 

A police statement said that the 
youth entered the offices and tossed 
two hand grenades, one of which 
exploded. Two men aged between 
31 and 4 1 were seriously injured by 
the blast, und three women aged 
! between 19 and 25 were slightly 
hurt. It said all were Greek Cypriot 
employees of the company. 

Police siad the attucker fied, Tiring 
n pistol at employees and passers-by 
who chased him. Then un off-duty 
policeman grabbed the man and dis- 
armed him with the help of the 
i others. None of the pursuers was in- 
jured. 

“Both the man’s allegation that 
he is a Palestinian residing in 
Lebanon and his identity are being 
checked" the police said. 


Haig ‘steers clear’ 
of Camp David 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 

UNITED NATIONS. — U.S. 
Secretary of Stale Alexander Haig 
last week refrained from mention- 
ing American commitment to the 
Camp David accords and to the 
Egyptian- Israeli peace process in an 
address to the General Assembly. 

Observers here, including Israeli 
diplomats, expressed surprise at 
Haig’s not mentioning the peace 
process and at the emphasis he put 
instead on the “continuing 1 
American efforts to strengthen and 
expand the cease-fire in Southern 
Lebanon."' 

Haig -said that the U.S. will con- 
tinue to assist "the* negotiations 
specified by Resolutions 242 and 
338 in order to bring a Juat and 
lasting peace to the Middle East." 


Knesset Members was particularly 
encouraged by Labour chairman 
Shimon Peres with the idea of turn- 
ing the Alignment into the largest 
Knesset faction. But the issue 

g ? h C i r n ated agreat deal of opposition 
within Labour, and pro-Dayan 
party insiders told The Post that 
Dayan apparently does not want to 

Zl T 1 ; ■ They said they would 

not desist from their 
efforts to bring him back 
Meanwhile. Victor Shemtov 
Srr 8e , nCral ° f lhc Alignment’s 
warned last we ek 
against worrisome signs of dis- 
inlegration in the Labour Party *’ 
Mapam opposed a Dayan refl.™ 

Mapam, Shemtov stressed is ns 
pec tally concerned ’ ■ , 

• anti-kibbutz chorus with,?? [!“ " 8 
and the hawkish Labour; 

panied by a strirW^L acc0m ' 

communal note " ° ll ? n,c and 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


, Published weekly: September 27-October 3, l9 gI 


‘Israel’s 
case’ for 
strategic 
agreement 

By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Port Defeat* Correspoafcrt 

Israeli and American defence of- 
ficials have ended two days of inten- 
sive negotiations on possible future 
strategic cooperation between the 
two countries. 

Frank West of the Pentagon and 
an Israeli team headed by Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon have been 
working out details of the agree- 
ment in principle reached by 
Premier Menachem Begin and 
President Ronald Reagan during 
their recent meeting in Washington. 

The plan is for Sharon to sign an 
agreement of strategic cooperation 
when he visits the U.S. at the begin- 
ning of November, but officials on 
both sides admit that the eventual 
nature of the agreement will depend 
on what happens when the 
proposed AWACS Bale to Saudi 
Arabia comes up before the Senate 
in late October. 

Israel had made a case for the 
pre-positioning of strategic 
American stockpiles here, sim- 
ilar to what the Soviets have 
done in Libya and Syria. These 
stockpiles, which would serve 
America's Rapid Deployment 
Force, would be maintained and 
partly manufactured by Israel. They 
will thus have to be reckoned as 
part of Israel’s strategic potential by 
enemy military planners, and will 
enhance this country's deterrent 
position. 

American studies on strategic 
deployment refer to Israel's 
geographic proximity to the West's 
most important oil reserves, its in- 
ternal political stability, and its 
ability to protect supplies from air 
attack. It would take the U.S. only 
1 1 days to deploy a pre-positioned 
mechanized brigade from Israel to 
the Persian Gulf, as opposed to 77 
days from the U.S., and II days in- 
stead of 24 to deploy one in Europe. 
In order to achieve the same 
strategic advantage, the Americans 
would have to build 169 more tran- 
sport aircraft at a cost of S9,429 bil- 
lion, according to figures given by 
American officials before a Senate 
committee recently. 

According to some sources, the 
Americans say they would have dif- 
ficulties in deploying strategic- 
stores here if the Saudi AWACS 
sale falls through. Such deployment 
would jeopardize American policy 
interests. 

Protest gesture 

Deputy Prime Minister Simha 
Ehrlich has cancelled a scheduled 
visit to Vienna on behalf of Israel 
Bonds because of Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky's com- 
ment comparing Israel to Germany 
in its pre-Nazi period. Ehrlich was 
to visit Vienna after fbnd -raising 
trips to West Germany and 
Switzerland. 

Kreisky’s comments were made 
In an interview to the left-wing 
French weekly Nouvel Observateur. 

Since diplomatic protocol would 
have required a meeting between 
Ehrlich add some Austrian cabinet 
minister in addition to the Bonds 
address to the Jewish community, 
the Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem 
decided that for the sake of Israel's 
self-respect Ehrlich should not go to 
Vienna, 


NOW 

IS YOUR CHANCE 


TO BUY A COTTAGE 


IN CAESAR’S VILLAGE 
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The home you've been dreaming of 
is now being built by Danya . 
in their prestigious Caesar’s Village 
near the Caesarea Country Club. 

Here is your opportunity to own 
a beautifully-designed cottage 
in surroundings that will be a 
never-ending source of delight. 

For details please write to our 
office in Haifa, Israel 
8 Wedgewood Avenue 
Telephone 04-86883-4 
[Ask For Rina or Aviva) . 

Or contact our representatives abroad 
Norman Hirshfleld Ryde and Browne 
42 Welbeck Street 
London W1M 7HF 
England 

Representatives in England For 
Danya Development Corporation 

Or 

Rosenkranz INC. 

1 7101 Wisconsin Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20014 U.S.A. 

■Off. 301-657-3220 
Res. 301-365-5113. 


DANYA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. 


TO BE 


YOU DON'T HAVE 
A MILLIONAIRE TO 
TRAVEL THE HOLY 
LAND LIKE A LORD 

For less than the price of any bus- 
tour, you and your party can travel 
luxuriously all ovar the Promised 
Land with yobr own private guide. 
Call onyrlteus: 

ESHdOLOT TOURS LTD. 

36 Kered Hayesod St. 

Jerusalem ‘82148, Israel 
Tel. D2-B3BBB6, 02-BB5BB6 
Telex, ?8144 BX JM-IL EXT: 7168 


Injection Moulding 
of Engineering 
Plastic Items 

Specialists in Rigid 7VC 
Mouldings for irrigation, elec- 
trical, water, installations, toys, 

BtC. 

ELIDAN PLASTICS Ltd. 

F.O.B. 2200, HaiTa 14119, 
Israel 

Tel. 04-728981. 


[THE W.U.J.S. INSTITUTE 
ARAD 

extends warmest ■ 
greetings for 
a Healthy end Happy . 
New Year 
to all its students, 
graduates end friends 


SUNSHINE 
Motorhome Tours 



You hotel room travels with you all 
ovar Israel and Sinai. Call OB2-24466. 
062-22520 Talex .341730 fNIT. .In 
USA: Tel: (2121 B3B 3272. 
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Meet Golda! 



if you never met Golda Meir, hare is 
your chancel In GOLDA: The 
Uncrowned Queen ef Israel, 
author and journalist Robert Slater 
introduces you — in words and 
pictures — to one of the most 
celebrated women of our time. 
Don't miss this frank, revealing 
biograj^iy of the woman who 
captuF&T ihe.beart^pf .the world. . 


SPECIAL to raadere of 


packing and postage Included 


Available from tha New York office of 
The Jerusalem Post and by mall, 
postage fiee. to any part of tha world. 
Readers outside North America should 
allow six to eight weeks for delivery 
by surface mail, or add $3.30 for air 
mail (printed matter ratal. 


TO: THE JERUSALEM POST. 1 10 East 
69th Street. New York NY 10022 

Pleasa send me ; capv/copies of 

GOLDA: The Uncrowned Queen of 
Israel, at $16 96 each My cheque for 
S ... is enclosed 


NAME. . .. 
ADDRESS 


. COUNTRY. 


A GIFT FOR 
ALL SEASONS 



HAD ANY 

1 Quality Arts and Crafts 
&&& 



AVAILABLE AT ALL 
THE 

BETTER GIFT SHOPS 

HAD ANY STUDIO 2001 
Hutzot Hayotser, Jerusalem 
Tel. 02-282077 


TBS JERUSALEM 


UMESiHjniimisra 


TakB advantage of The 
Jerusalem Post information 
service. Our archives go back to 
1933. 


For detailed information write 
to; 

Jerusalem Post Archives, 
P.O.B. 01, 81000 Jerusalem 


COST EFFICIENCY! 

For less then a dollar a word, you 
can have your classified ad read 
worldwide. 


THU .JEIUJSSAJTiM 

POST 

IMII IIN-VI IClflAl. l.liiliilN 


JUST OUT! 



The Jewish Book of 
WHY 


Rabbi Alfred J. Kolatch answers hundreds of 
questions about Jewish lire and traditions. The 
how and why of nearly every symbol and 
custom m Judaism are explained clearly and 
concisely. 

Why is e glass broken at the and of a wedding 
ceremony? 

Why do Jews fast on Yom Kippur? 

Why are unveillngB held? 

Why do Jews eat gefllte fish? 

The Jewish Book of Why. A welcome girt. A 
handy reference volume. Share it with your 
family, or reed and en|oy ^..yourself,, 

not order a copy ? 

SPECIAL to readers of 


Why 


$10.96 


packing and postage included 


Available from tha New York office of The Jerusalem Past and by mall, postago free, 
to any part of the world Readers outside North America should allow 6-8 weeks for 
delivery. 


TO THE JERUSALEM POST. 110 East 69th Street. New York. NY 10022. USA 

Please send me . .. capy/copies of The Jewish Book of Why, at S 10.95 each. My 
cheque for S . . is enclosed. 

NAME 

ADDRESS * 

COUNTRY 


On foot is friendly 


By HELGA DUDMAN 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
THERESE SAID it was a marvel' 
lous experience. "We all felt so 
good. And how wonderful suddenly 
to discover a countrywhere people 
are so polite and thoughtful. And 
such beautiful and tremendously in- 
teresting surroundings.” 

This was my friend describing her 
recent holiday. Such positive reac- 
tions are unusual, today, even from 
the traveller returned from a distant 
paradise. So I decided to hear 
Thir&se out. Especially when she 
added that “the other Israel, the 
beautiful one, still exists." 

Actually, it all happened just 
beyond the old Green Line, the 
pre-1 967 border, at the 
Katzrin Field School of the Society 
for the Protection of Nature in 
Israel (SPNI). Thirise had signed 
up for a five-day holiday, which 
started on a Sunday (for the benefit 
of observant families). Far from 
religious herself, she was slightly put 
off by the fact that the women 
tended to go bathing in their skirts; 
but the timing suited her and her 
six-year-old daughter, and it turned 
out perfectly. She approved of both 
the company, and the arrangements 
(which included a bus that took the 
group to starting-points for the 
hikes). 

"And that's the way one really 
sees the beauty of the country,” said 
Thdrise, a veteran driver who has- 
chalked up thousands of kilometres 
on the country’s highways. "From 
the car, things look dry and ugly. On 
foot, you follow streams and see the 
greenery." 





“You must do the Golan on foot and get to places you otherwise would 
never see. (Werner Braun) 


THERE WERE around 40 in the 
group, about half of them children 
down to the age of six. "When we 
met for the first time we all eyed 
each other, thinking “hmm.” By the 
second day the atmosphere thawed, 
and by the end we were friends, 
having seen and done so much 
together. 

"There was one tiny Yemenite 
woman, from Jerusalem, who was 


very quiet, very helpful, always sm- 


iling. The first day or jo we hardly 
noticed her, she was so quiet. By the 
end we all felt attached to her 
because she was so unfailingly kind 
to everyone." 

Not surprisingly, there was a 
strong contingent of professors 
from Jerusalem and Rehovot with 
their wives and children. There 
were English speakers and French 
speakers, and native-born Israelis; 
the language was exclusively 
Hebrew. 

It was, one is embarrassed to say, 
a gathering of “fine people,” which 
brings us right back to our much- 
discussed socio-demographic situa- 
tion. The fact of the matter is that a 
large number of Israelis (and actual- 
ly, many people everywhere) enjoy 
noisy barbecues near their 
cars. Their idea of fun is 
certainly not to clamber in the 
wilderness. So what is to be done 
about this? Absolutely nothing; to 
each his own. 


They plan the itineraries and the 
schedules, they get along with the 
children, with everyone. They set 
the atmosphere." 

I asked whether any of the 
religious families might have 
wondered at so much responsibility 
conferred on such young women. 
“Oh no ■— we were all in absolute 
awe of them. They are ■ genuine 
leaders.” 

This programme for girl soldiers, 
Thfirdse explained, is chosen by 
high school students in their third 
year, when they spend the summer 
taking preparatory courses. 

“Their organization and attention 
to detail is exceptional. For in- 
stance, one night we went to visit 
the reconstructed synagogue just 
outside Katzrin. When we arrived, 
candles had been lit there. The 
elegant Illumination was the work of 
Iris and Sigal, who had been there 
ahead of us. 

The same happened when we 
went, on our last night, for a swim at 
the "Officers' Pool,” a damned -up 
stretch of a stream that had been 
used by Syrian officers. 

“Iris was at the start of her army 
service, Sigal was coming to the end 
of it. She told us that all her army 
fnends were counting the days till 
their release - but she was 
counting them for a different 
reason, she was so sorry it was about 
to finish." 


THE TWO OUIDES, Thfcrfcse 
remarked, were an unusual aspect of 
the holiday. They weren’t burly 
men, but two young girls who had 
chosen this work as their form of 
army service. “Iris and Sigal knew 
everything there is to know, or so it 
seemed to me, about archeology, 
history, Judaism, botany, zoology, 
geology. Every question we asked 
was answered with intelligence. 
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THE SPNI also organizes tours for 
private automobiles, and for part of 
the time one such group was also at 

} vc bee *» on these tours,” 
said ThirAse, "and so had others of 

our group But we all decided that 
our way, with a bus to take us to our 
various points of departure, was 
much more pleasant. When you br- 
ng your car, you always seem to be 

lnrf° n J! P W!th I ,t ' and getting petrol 
and so on. In other words, it’s 

wonderful to have a holiday without 
& car. 

Golan drivin8 through the 

Golan is no way to see it. You must 

do it on foot, and get to places 
you otherwise would never see. 

wonH^rf ^ rCa F“ - whal a rich and 
wonderful region it is.*’ 


SEVERAL of the families were 
there to learn about the Golan 
because they regard it as “an in- 
separable part of Eretz Yisrael," 
just as the bumper stickers say. One 
woman mentioned to ThArise, early 
on, that she alao was firmly against 
giving back Yamit. ThArAse is not of 
this opinion; but instead erf splitting 
into outdoor ideological camps, an 
unspoken agreement developed not 
to discuss politics. 

"We talked mostly about how 
much we were enjoying ourselves, 
about the things we were seeing, 
and about the little triumphs of 
meeting physical challenges." 

ThArdse, it is obvious, has a very 
enthusiastic nature, and I knew she 
would have no complaints. But 
perhaps others in the group had 
found things to criticize? 

Well, she said, searching hard for 
the negative reaction, there were 
those who thought some of the 
hikes pretty tough; but if six-year- 
old children can manage them, sur- 
ely uny self-respecting adult can. 

The food was not haute cuisine but 
did not pretend to be, and there was 
plenty of it. 

Facilities at the Katzrin Field 
Centre were, she said, “luxurious." 
Each family had a room with pricei 
ranging from IS 1,570 per person, 
two to a room, full board and all 
outings, to IS 1,480 with three or 
four to a room. And the charge i» 
IS 1, 340 for the first child and 
ISI.300 for each additional child, la 
other words, far leas per day tlfan 
one meal at a classy restaurant.' 


Rates of exchange 


Foreign currency rates against thi 
Israel shekel. 
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Currency 
U.S. dollar 
British sterling 
German mark 
French franc 
Dutch guilder 
Satie Trane 
Swedish krona 
Norwegian krone 
banish krone 
Fhulih mark 
Canadian dollar 
Autrallan dollar 
Soath African rand 
Belgian franc (10) 


13.110 

34.HH* 

&I7H 

um 

5J*9 

6.13*1 

3.4113 

1117* 

1 

3 MU 
10.9997 
19.1*71 
14.0333 
3.5«7 
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HOME NEWS 


High Court suspends second 
trial of minister Abuhatzeira 


Money sought for Most Golan Druse citizens 

have returned their IDs 


By DAVID RICHARDSON 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The High Court of Justice last 
week handed down an interim order 
staying the proceedings against 
Labour, Social Affairs and Absorp- 
tion Minister Aharon Abuhatzeira, 
one day before he was due to 
answer charges of fraud in the Tel 
Aviv District Court. 

Abuhatzeira, who was joined in 
his petition by his deputy, Aharon 
Uzan, argued that his election to the 
10th Knesset renewed his 
parliamentary immunity. The court 
issued an interim injunction order- 
ing the attorney-general and the 
judge of the Tel Aviv District Court, 



Aharon Abuhatzeira 


Victoria Ostrovsky-Cohen, to show 
cause within 20 days why they 
should not refrain from continuing 
proceedings against the minister un- 
til his immunity has again been 
lifted. 

Abuhatzeira and his former aide, 
Moshe Gabal, have been charged 
with embezzling funds from a 
charity he controlled during his 
term as mayor of Ramie from 1974 
to 1977. 

Abuhatzeira’s immunity was 
lifted by the 9th Knesset so that he 
could face these charges as well as 
charges of bribery of which he was 
acquitted earlier this year in a 
Jerusalem trial. 

When the second trial opened in 
August, Abuhatzeira argued that he 
had regained immunity through his 
re-election to the 10th Knesset, but 
Ostrovsky-Cohen ruled that the 
lifting of his immunity still held. 

The High Court, which deals with 
issues of constitutional and ad- 
ministrative law, will have to decide 
once the attorney-general has 
replied and Ostrovsky-Cohen has 
submitted her earlier ruling whether 
the principle of the continuity of 
laws from one Knesset to the next 
applies to decisions of a Knesset 
committee, especially when they 
are directed against a Knesset 
member. 


Post Economic Reporter 
The government has asked 
the Knesset Finance Committee to 
approve a financial package to pay 
for what may be one of the most 
promising oil exploration drills in 
the country, Sdom 3. 

The government’s oil exploration 
company hopes to raise S8m. from 
U.S. investors to pay for 47 per cent 
of the SI 7. 1 million tab for the drill- 
ing, which will go to a depth of 7.5 
kilometres. The drillers hope to 
start work on sinking Sdom 3 in the 
salt pans of the Dead Sea potash 
works by the end of this year. 

U.S. investors will be offered an 
interest-free 12-year loan of SI. 17 
for every dollar they put into the 
venture. 


MAJDAL SHAMS. — More than 
half of the Golan Druse residents 
who became Israeli citizens have 
handed back their Identity caTds to 
the Interior Ministry. 

Many of those who decided to 
return their cards are known to be 
loyal to Israel. They reportedly 
were under heavy pressure from 
local religious leaders, who are 
leading the struggle against Israeli 
policy on the Golan Heights, and 
have imposed a religious and social 
ban on people holding Israeli 
citizenship. 

A reliable source has disclosed 
that so far, some 200 out of 
364 who opted for Israeli citizenship 


handed back their identity cards. 
Local dignitaries said that in a few 
weeks, only a few Druse will con- 
tinue to hold Israeli identity cards. 

The source also attributed the 
surrender to pro-Syrian groups to 
lack of government protection af- 
forded those who tied their fate to 
Israel. Two merchants who became 
Israeli citizens complained that they 
hBd lost hundreds of thousands of 
shekels because of the religious ban 
imposed on them. 

Pro-Syrian activists said the latest 
development shows that they are 
the real bosses of the Golan Heights 
and they intend to raise further de- 
mands from the government. 


Hasmonean wine press found 


An enormous ancient wine press 
with three large treading pools and 
four cisterns for collecting the wine 
with a total capacity of 25,000 litres 
has been uncovered by a Hebrew 
University archeological team. 

The archeologists believe that the 
press may have been used to 
process the renowned date wine 
which was produced for export in 
Second Temple limes and was 
served, among other places, on the 
imperial tables of Rome. 

The archeologists also unearthed 
in its entirely a round watchtower 
II metres in diameter. A similar 
tower was found at the top of Mas- 
sada, and both have "pigeon holes." 
The researchers believe the tower 
served a dual purpose of guarding 
and pigeon-breeding. The wine 
presses and tower were apparently 
built in the Hasmonean era. 

These were just a few of the abun- 
dant finds in the recently-concluded 
ninth season of excavations at 
Jericho. The dig was carried out un- 
der the auspices of the Hebrew 
University Institute of Archeology 
in cooperation with the Israel Ex- 


ploration Society and the archeo- 
logical staff officer of the Judea 
and Samaria military government. It 
wns directed by Dr. Ehud Netzer of 
the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. 

The main effort in this five-month 
season was a survey and study of the 
Hasmonean royal estate north of 
the Hasmonean winter palace in the 
Jericho valley. The survey was car- 
ried out in cooperation with the 
Jewish Agency’s Settlement 
Department and with its binding. 

The survey uncovered segments 
of the ancient aqueducts which 
brought water to the site from the 
springs of Wadi Kell and Na’aran 
(Ein Nueima and Ein Diuk) and dug 
up sections of the wall enclosing the 
royal estate which spread over 500 
dunams. 

The archeologists also completed 
the exposure of the northern wing 
of the magnificent palace Herod 
built on both sides of Wadi Kell 
(first excavated 1972-75) and part of 
a luxurious residence (or perhaps an 
unknown wing of the palace) con- 
taining a Roman-style bath house. 


Appeal to Diaspora on Project Renewal 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Jewish Agency Chairman Arye 
Dulzin has agreed to the joint super- 
vision of all the funds directed to 
Project Renewal — the 
neighbourhood rehabilitation 
programme in partnership with the 
Diaspora — ■ whether from the 
government or from donors abroad. 

In a letter to Deputy Housing 
Minister Moshe Katzav, who is 
responsible for the project, Dulzin 
also agreed to eliminate the duplica- 
tion of functions between the 
Jewish Agency — which represents 
the Diaspora communities — and 
the government, which has dogged 
the project since Its inception four 
years ago. 

Government ministries involved 
with the project have complained in 


the past that the Jewish Agency has 
spent money directly in the 69 poor 
neighbourhoods earmarked for 
rehabilitation, without seeking the 
approval of the interm inislerial pro- 
jects team headed by Prof. Dan 
Shimshoni. 

Katzav pointed out last week that 
to date only $30 million or the 
Sl,2Q0m. project has been donated 
Prom abroad, while the Israeli govern- 
ment has given S87m. Thus^ it is 
now up to the Diaspora to make 
good the deficit, he said. 

The projects's budgetary 
problems have been eased by 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor’s 
decision to release sufficient funds 
to enable all of its rehabilitation 
schemes to continue as planned. 
However, new projects will first be 
reviewed. 
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DURING THE current debate on a 
strategic understanding with the 
U.S., the question of the possible ef- 
fect such negotiations may have on 
the relations between Israel and the 
Soviet Union has been noted, but it 
has really not occupied a central 
place in public discussion. I, among 
others, have more than once 
pointed out that relations between 
Israel and the Soviet Union have 
suffered because of negligence. 

Not that I harbour any illusions 
about ihe Soviet Union's stand in 
the Isracl-Arab conflict, but those 
who have followed closely Soviet 
policy developments in our area, 
will have noticed signals emanating 
from time to time from the Soviet 
Government that should have 
aroused interest, and even reaction, 
from the Israel Government. 

In the final analysis, the Soviet 
Union cannot be ignored; it is Ihe 
second largest power in the world, it 
is directly involved in the Middle 
East; and it holds a large number of 
Jewish hostages. These facts alone 
should have motivated the Israel 
Government to exert greater efforts 
in all that concerns relations with 
the USSR. 

As one who had personal contact 
with many leading Soviet represen- 
tatives, particularly at the UN, I 
have always been of the opinion 
that the attitude of the Israel 
Government on this important sub- 
ject has certainly not excelled in 
imagination and initiative. On a 
number of occasions, advantage 
was not taken of developments to 
create a bridge between Jerusalem 
and Moscow. 

THE LAST Soviet attempt to 
achieve common ground with the 
U.S. on the Israel-Arab conflict was 
the publication of a Joint Soviet- 
American statement on October I , 
1971. The reaction, both in the U .S. 
and, of course, in Israel to Lhis 
document dampened the 
enthusiasm of the Carter Ad- 
ministration for a dialogue with the 
Soviet Union on this subject. 

Then, like a boll from the blue, 
came President Sadat's visit to 
Jerusalem, which changed the 
whole picture. Since then the super- 
powers have been pursuing their in- 
dividim! policies in regard to the 
Middle East with no attempt at 
coordination. However, after 

Sadat's historic visit, there was a 


Talking to the 
Soviet Union 


Chaim Herzog, Israel’s former ambassador at 
the UN, argues for greater efforts by the 
government to improve relations with the Soviet 
Union. He stresses that nations do not have 


‘permanent enemies.’ 

marked change toward moderation 
in many public expressions of Soviet 
policy. 

In 1976, the Soviet Union 
published a document clarifying its 
basic stand on the Israel-Arab con- 
flict. It was characterized by a con- 
siderable amount of hostility and 
diatribe against Israel. Some 
months later the Soviet Union 
changed Its tone; it approached 
Israel with a document setting out 
the basic principles of Soviet policy 
in the area — withdrawal to the 
1967 lines; recognition of the PLO 
and support of a Palestinian state; 
and recognition of the rights of all 
countries including Israel to live in 
peace within recognized and secure 
borders. This document was submit- 
ted by the Soviet charge d'affaires 
at the UN to me as Israel’s ambas- 
sador. The same document was 
presented to the U.S., Israel’s Arab 
neighbours and the PLO. Hie Rus- 
sians asked for a reaction. 

The Israeli reaction was a restate- 
ment of Israel’s policy in favour of 
negotiations. Some months after 
this, in March 1977, there appeared 
to be a major change in Soviet ap- 
proach. This came in a speech made 
by President Leonid Brezhnev to 
Ihe Trade Lfoions Congress in 
Moscow. Brezhnev reiterated the 
Soviet position, but also cited the 
necessity for direct negotiations by 
all those involved and the impor- 
tance of mutual agreement. 

THIS WAS the first time that the 
Russians did not, in effect, call for a 
dictated settlement and accepted 
the principle of direct negotiations 
between the parties arid the impor- 
tance of mutual agreement. At that 


time, the Russians went out of their 
way to ensure that the exact text of 
Brezhnev’s speech, suitably 
marked, was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Israeli authorities. 

But this, too, evoked no Israeli 
reaction. No Israeli initiative was 
forthcoming. In recent years, 
Israel’s apparent attitude has been 
one of disinterest in relations with 
the Soviet Union. It has been main- 
tained that since the Soviet Union 
broke off relations with Israel in 
1967, it is up to Moscow to renew 
them. This approach ignores the 
question of who might have a 
greater interest in renewing such 
relations, and also the overriding is- 
sue of the fate of Soviet Jewry. 

I do not subscribe to the generally 
held assumption that the current 
dialogue with the U.S. in the direc- 
tion of achieving a strategic under- 
standing must, of necessity, lead to 
an extreme polarization of relations 
with the Soviet Union. The ex- 
perience of past years does not sup- 
port this thesis, Of course, a 
modicum of wisdom and caution is 
advisable because any stay involv- 
ing Israel in open anti-Soviet moves 
unrelated to Israel's immediate 
security could be very dangerous in- 
deed. The Soviet Union would see 
in such a move unnecessary 
provocation and an openly hostile 
stance. 

IF A strategic understanding relates 
to the security interests oflsrael 
within the context of the Israel- 
Arab conflict, such a stop should 
not arouse more violent Soviet op- 
position than did the massive U.S, 
support for this country during the 
Yom Kippur War or the various in- 


stances when highly sophisticated 
weapons and equipment were sup- 
plied to Israel by Washington. 
Paradoxically, whenever relations 
between Israel and the U.S*. have 
become closer and more intimate, 
there has been greater interest on 
the part of the Soviet Union in 
imp roving, relations with Israel. 

In January 1953, the'SovielUnion 
broke diplomatic relations with 
Israel, ostensibly because of an at- 
tack on the Soviet Embassy in Tel 
Aviv. Some months later, the then 
U.S. secretary of state, John Foster 
Dulles, arch-enemy of the Soviet 
Union, visited Israel. Almost im- 
mediately feelers came from the 
Soviet Union through various chan- 
nels about the possibilities of renew- 
ing diplomatic relations. 

Indeed, some months later these 
relations were resumed. The Soviet 
Union then published an Israeli 
note to the Soviet Government in 
which Israel undertook not to be a 
party to any action or treaty 
directed against the Soviet Union. 

Again, after the Six Day War, 
despite a renewed break in formal 
diplomatic ties — a move which 
leading Soviet officials have admit- 
ted to me was a serious mistake on 
their part, a move mainly promoted 
by Tito — a marked improvement 
m relations with the Soviet Union 
was noted. Indeed, this period saw 
the first wave of major Jewish 
emigration from the Soviet Union. 
Even after Sadat’s visit to Jerusalem 
in 1977 and negotiations towards a 
peace treaty began, and despite 
violent Soviet opposition to the 
process, there was a toning down in 
Russian statements about Israel in 
various international forums. 

NOW IS the lime for an Israeli in- 
itiative to open a dialogue with the 
Soviet Union. After all, all the 
NATO countries conduct dialogues 
with the Soviet Union despite their 
membership in a military alliance 
directed against Russia. 

It is essential that the traditional 
hesitation in the Foreign Ministry 
and the policy enunciated during 
Moshe Dayan’s period as foreign 
minister be changed. This policy 
forbids any initiative on the part of 
Israeli representatives to meet 
Soviet officials, while permitting a 
positive reaction to initiatives from 
the Russians. 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
is now at the UN, as is Soviet 


Foreign Minister Andrei Gromvko 
In my view against the backgrind 
of the talks taking place j„ 
Washington, it is important that 
Israel’s foreign minister should in. 
mate a meeting with Gromyko 
In December 1973, then foreian 
minister Abba Eban, met «£ 
Gromyko after the opening of 
Geneva Convention, following I e 
Yom Kippur War. They agreed tha 
the foreign ministers of the t W n 
countries should meet to exchanS 
views on the occasions of int« 
national conferences. r ' 

In 1976, the late Yigal Allon had a 
three-hour meeting with Gromvko 
As one who organized the mcclinj 

and participated in it, I can testifytS 

its value. At the end of the talk 
Gromyko admitted that as a result’ 
of Yigal Allon’s exposition, he saw 
some of the issues in a different lishi 
and understood some of them better 
than he had before. 

Thereafter, the government ap- 
proach was not to initiate -- only to 
react favourably to Soviet in- 
itiatives. 

During Moshe Dayan's first visit 
to the UN as foreign minister, the 
"Soviet Union’s representatives in- 
dicated Gromyko’s interest in 
meeting with him, but added that as 
a major power, they were ndt 
prepared to initiate such moves. 
They were prepared that such a 
meeting should lake place without 
specifying who hod initiated it. The 
Government of Israel's reaction was 
a negative one. 

AS A prominent diplomat at the 
UN once pointed out to me, "The 
art of diplomacy is not necessarily 
to negotiate with und try to in- 
fluence ones friends. It is above all 
to do this with one's enemies." 

It seems to me that precisely 
because Israel appears to be moving 
closer to the U.S. in the sphere of 
strategic dialogue, there will be a 
growing preparedness on the part of 
the Soviet Union for a dialogue with 
Israel. 

Our national interests and our 
duty towards Soviet Jewry both dic- 
tate that our foreign minister take 
the initiative on this subject at the 
UN. There can be no sense in pass- 
ing up such opportunities. As the 
renowned British foreign minister 
Lord Palmerston once painted out: 
“A nation has no permanent 
friends, and no permanent enemies 
— only permanent interests." 


THE AMBIVALENT relationship 
between -Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin and Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon, the man he once called man 
general, seems to be continuing. 
Begin Iasi week praised the defence 
minister s plan for changing the 
form of administration in the 
lerritories. but simultaneously was 
critical of some of the reported 
Sharon statements on the 1956 Sinai 
Campaign made at ihe Herul Cen- 
tral Committee a few days earlier. 

Expressing doubts that Sharon 
had been accurately quoted, Begin 
said that the 1956 Sinai Campaign 
had very clearly been a “war of sur- 
vival." In any case, continued the 
Premier, there is no point in reviv- 
ing old incidents, in which case, 
there is little point in reviving old 
disputes in which many of the peo- 
ple involved are no longer alive. 

Sharon's comments, in which he 
blasted critics of "strategic 
cooperation" with the U.S. by in- 
voking the 1956 joint coordination 
with the British and French, 
brought this comment from Moshe 
Dayan, chief-oF-staff at the time: 
"The sight of Arik Sharon calling 
David Ben-Gurion an adventurer, 
lacking in political understanding, 
can only be called amusing. It re- 


War of words 

PUBLIC FACES/Mark Segal 



Adi Amoral ... economic 
forecasting 


minds me of Muhammad All's cries 
of Tm the greatest.' " 

ONE OF THE new Herat MKs, 
Michael Reiser, is said to be ex- 
tremely sensitive to the mood 
among Herat's top people. Thai's 
why his announced intention of 
fabling a private member’s bill forc- 
ing the President of Israel to stay 
out of politics for a number of years 
on retirement has caused so many 



Annette Dulzin ... a birthday 
recalled 


antennae to wave. President 
Yitzhak Navon is not going to make 
any comment, and his aide, And 
Gluska, has ad vised Reiser that (he 
president will obviously honour any 
decision adopted by the Knesset. 

FINANCE MINISTER Yoram 
Arldor will be able to stop Ihe in- 
flationary bubble from bursting only 
if he can come back with an extra 
half billion dollars from his current 


visit to the U.S. That is the con- 
sidered opinion of coalition and op- 
position members of the Knessel 
Mnance Committee. Only Adi 
Amoral, Labour’s caucus whip on 
the committee, was ready to go on 
record on this score. He has the 
direst forecast about the coming 

, e h o ??[TV Xp,0si0n ' notin B 10 me 

that the Treasury primed an un- 
precedented amount of money in 
the past month. He fears that by the 
year s end, inflationary pressures 
will start bursting through the 
ma * s unemployment in 

cxtrsf’half billion"’ Aridor Bcls lhat 

? U k OTE ,°£uT HE WEEK: Geula 
Cohen of Tehiya avers that the 

•Ta.u 8 , ,lg ! ,a ! ure tune should be 
Anything Labour did, We can do 
worse.” 

MAPAM is about to elect Chaika 
Grossman to succeed Victor Shem- 
* ^acral-secretary. She was 
slated to become a Mapam minister 
and hence did not appear on the 
Knessel list. 

FRENCH Ambassador Marc Bon- 
nefous has received an "ex- 

Sl°Kvm el i e I from liberal 
MK Yitzhak Zelger, who warned 


him: "If France continues to supply 
Iraq with nuclear material then it 
should also expect to be under 
threat of atomic retaliation." When 
I phoned the Liberal MK in hisSa- 
yyon home, he explained: “It was an 
intellectual exercise.” 

CHIVALRY ISN'T dead dept. 
Knesset Speaker Menahem S a vldor 
took a leaf from the Begin book of 
etiquette last week, at the 
Jerusalem King Solomon Sheraton 
Hotel party for visiting musician 
Michel Legrand (known to local 
wags as "Big Mike"). Introduced to 
the maestro’s wife, the dapper 
Savidor bowed gracefully and ap- 
peared to kiss her hand. 

SAVIDOR was also. one of the 
guests of at a belated surprise 50th 
birthday party for Mrs.Annette 
Dulzin, wife of Jewish Agency/WZO 
chairman Arye Dulzin, at the cou- 
ple's penthouse home above Tel 
Aviv’s Rehov Wissotsky. Mrs. 
Dulzin, who was really born in May, 
recalled another birthday spent on a 
lifeboat in the South Atlantic, when 
her South Africa-bound ship was 
torpedoed by a Nazi U-boat, She 
and her mother were rescued after 
72 hours in the lifeboat. 
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Djerba’s Jews 

The small Jewish community of Djerba is one of the oldest in the 
Diaspora. JAN PARIK recently visited the island off the Tunisian 
coast, to photograph the vanishing kehifla for an exhibition which 
has opened at Beth Hatefutsoth, the Museum of the Diaspora. 


f . W 


Draping scroll with coloured scarves. 


TH E ISLAND or Djerba, about 500 
sq. km. in size, lies off the coast of 
Tunisia, and is under Tunisian rule. 
It is connected by a narrow road to 
the mainland. Its population of 
about 70,000 Is mostly Moslem but 
it has Jewish and Christian 
minorities. 

The Jewish community is one of 
the oldest in the Diaspora. A 
genealogical tree of the Djerba 
kohanim goes back 35 generations. 
The Jews have always lived in two 
communities: Hara Kebira ("the 


large quarter") and Hara Sghira 
("the small quarter"). In one tradi- 
tion, Hara Kebira Jews are 
descended from members of (he 
tribe of Zevulun who arrived in the 
time of King Solomon; in another 
tradition, Solomon established here 
a colony of dyers and fishermen. 

Hara Sghira, sometimes called 
"the city of priests," according to 
tradition was established by pries; s 
of the Jedaieh watch fleeing from 
Jerusalem after the destruction of 
the Temple. They felt themselves 


superior to Israelites living there 
already, and founded a settlement 
south of Hara Kebira. 

Contact between the two quarters 
is minimal: the "small quarter” is 
secluded in its traditional way of 
life, the "large quarter” more open 
and developed, partly because it’s 
closer to the capital. Houmt-Ouk. 

With the establishment of the 
Slate, most of Ihe Jews on the island 
emigrated to Israel. About 1 .000 re- 
main — 750 in Hara Kebira. 2S0 in 
Hara Sghira. 



El Griba ( in Arabic either 'wonderful’ or ' isolated') synagogue Is one km. from Hara Kebira. 
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FEW GOVERNMENT secrets in 
this country have been more 
jealously guarded than the alloca- 
tion of moneys from bequests to the 
state among various institutions. 

Neither the Knesset nor the 
public has ever been told who got 
money, how much, when, and ac- 
cording to what criteria — if any. 

, . The apparent absence of criteria 
was one more reason for the 
government's wishing to continue 
maintaining secrecy. 

Only a few months ago was it first 
officially made public that bequest 
moneys are shared out among cer- 
tain ministries on a percentage 
basis, for them to hand out to whom 
they decide, with the concurrence 
of the Treasury and the help of the 
administrator-general. 

This year the Treasury is lifting 
the veil of secrecy a fraction 
further. For the first time it is 
publishing the estimated total of be- 
quest moneys to be distributed dur- 
ing the budgetary year. But to 
whom is anybody's guess. The 
administrator-general said that the 
recipients would now all be iden- 
tified. But this has no precedent in 
(he Budget, and is hence unlikely to 
happen. 

The system of handling non- 
earmarked bequest moneys is ine- 
quitable. It breeds favouritism on 
one hand and discrimination on the 
ocher^ A body which receives 
money may not always deserve it; a 
body which deserves money may 
not always receive it, and may noi 
even know it has the right to ask for 
it. 

ISRAEL would look a very dif- 
ferent country today were it not for 
philanthropy, fund-raising and be- 
quests. 

This is not surprising, since 
charity has had a central role in the 
-Jewish ethic since Bible times. 

Alongside the major collection 
for national funds like Keren 
Hayesod, the United Jewish Appeal 
and the Jewish National Fund and 
gifts to big institutions like univer- 
sities, hospitals, yeshivol and 
schools, a small proportion of the 
flow from Israel and abroad has 
always been given direct to the 
state. 

Bequests to the state have one ad- 
vantage: the overheads are minimal. 
The money is not eaten up as it pas- 
ses through the pipeline, by ad- 
ministration, buildings, bank 
charges, public relations, and 
countless other expenditures. 

However, bequests to the state do 
involve difficulties unless the 
testator names the precise cause or 
the precise institution which is to 
benefit. 

If the testator merely specifies the 
general area for which he is giving 
his bequest, or if it is a bequest to 
the State of Israel as such, other fac- 
tors come into play. 

Ministry decision 

If the general area is specified, 
the administrator-general, who han- 
dles all bequests to the state, will 
leave the actual choice of 
beneficiary to the ministry con- 
cerned. 

The decision depends on the 
priorities laid down inside the 
ministry; the personality of the 
minister and his director-general; 
on the nature of their relations with 
the various would-be beneficiaries; 
and, as much as anything else, on 
their own political interests. 

When Israel Lippel resigned as 
director-general of the Religious 
Affairs Ministry, for instance, the 
press reported that his minister had 
removed his authority to allocate 


Post reporter Asher Wallfish investigates the anomalies in distribution of 

money left to the State of Israel. 

Bequests to the state 
— a closer look 


bequest funds, something that had 
always been taken for granted in the 
ministry. In the Education Ministry, 
the minister’s personal aide handles 
bequests. 

It is enlightening to review the 
way the handling of bequests has 
developed over the years since the 
establishment of the state. 

In the early years, each govern- 
ment department took direct charge 
of bequests for purposes which lay 
with in its sphere of operations. 
Non -earmarked bequests generally 
went to the Treasury and were swal- 
lowed up there, unrecognizably, 
among the ordinary revenues. 

But this chaotic situation got out 
of hand when the various govern- 
ment departments began competing 
with each other for bequests from 
abroad through various represen- 
tatives and emissaries. From the 
very beginning, more money was 
being left to the state by people in 
other countries than by residents of 
Israel. 

To clear up the mess, the govern- 
ment decided in 1955 to put the 
administrator-general in charge of 
all bequests to the state. At that 
lime, the number or such bequests 
was around 70 annually. Today the 
number is 400 to 500 annually — 
local and foreign together. In 1963, 
the state comptroller noted that 
although the administrator-general 
gave non-earmarked bequests to 
good causes, he enjoyed loo much 
latitude in certain cases. 

The cabinet therefore decided 
that in future, such bequests would 
be distributed by a committee of 
ministers headed by the minister of 
justice and including the welfare, 
education and labour ministries. 

BY 1968, the number of bequests to 
the state had risen to about 150 a 
year, bringing in an annual revenue 
of over IL2 million. The ministerial 
committee was usually convened 
twice a year to decide on the dis- 
tribution of the money. 

The administrator-general, 
Am ram Blum, says that by the lime 
he took over the post in 1 973, every 
meeting was degenerating into a 
violent tug-of-war, and he therefore 
persuaded the committee to agree 
on a formula whereby all moneys 
would - be divided up on a percen- 
tage basis. 

The first formula, which was in 
force from 1974 to 1978, gave 25 per 
cent each to Welfare, Health and 
Education, and 12.5 per cent each 
to Vocational Training and 
Religious Affairs. 

During the same period the 
religious affairs and health ministers 
were co-opted to the committee. 
m? Ul ^ange of regime in 

1977, and the redistribution of cer- 
tain functions among certain 
ministries, the formula for dis- 
tributing the non-earmarked be- 
quests was altered. Starting in 1978, 
it became: welfare and vocational 
training, 30 per cent; education and 
health, 22.5 per cent each ; religious 
affairs, 1 2.5 per cent; legal aid and 
the fund for victims of crime, 7.5 
per cent; and quality of life and en- 
vironment, 5 per cent. Welfare, 
education and health had thus to 
lighten their belts in favour of two 


new categories — legal aid, and 
quality of life and environment — 
demanded by the ministers of 
justice and interior respectively. 

CURIOUSLY enough, the state 
comptroller found in 1980 that the 
money for legal aid and the fund For 
crime victims had hardly been put 
to use. After two years, only 5 per 
cent of the money available had 
been applied for let alone allocated 
and spent. 

This fact points up .one of the 
drawbacks of the secrecy under 
which the system operated for well 
over 30 years. The public was never 
told that the state had bequest funds 
available for any purpose at all, let 
alone how they were to be applied 
for. 

Political connections 

The information, such as it was, 
travelled through the grapevine. 
Some deserving institutions which 
were kept in the dark, never had the 
chance to ask for aid. Other institu- 
tions, perhaps less deserving, had 
the personal or political connec- 
tions that enabled them to discover 
when the ministerial committee was 
making a new distribution, and 
when to apply through the relevant 
minister. 

In July 1980, after the state compt- 
roller's criticism about legal aid 
moneys not being spent, the justice 
ministry sought and received ap- 
proval for seven projects. It al- 
located one of the smallest sums. 
IS20.000, for informing the public 
that legal aid was available. 

But five months later, The 
Jerusalem Post discovered by 
chance that one of the Knesset 
Members most active in the field of 
legal aid was still unaware that be- 
quest moneys could be obtained for 
this purpose. 

The government lifted the veil of 
secrecy slightly in December 1980. 
when the justice minister revealed 
in the Knesset the percentage of 
non-earmarked bequests allocated 
to each ministry or field. 

But Nissim followed the evasive 
style that has been used by most 
cabinet ministers at Question Time 
since the Knesset was established in 
order to avoid disclosing who was 
getting the money, how much, and 
why. 

WHEN ONE THINKS of the type 
of charity people might have in 
mind when they bequeath part or 
. perhaps all of their wealth, to the 
State of Israel, the examples that 
come to mind are synagogues, 
schools, hospitals, yeshivoti 
museums and so forth. 

One would not automatically 
think of bequests going to buy 
equipment which should reasonably 
be supplied from the state budget. 
Yet this is precisely what happened 
with the interior ministry's en- 
vironmental service, which got 
IS600.000 on July 29, 1980. Before 
1978 that money would have gone 
for health, education or welfare 
purposes. 

In 1980, it was spent thus: ap- 
paratus for checking marine pollu- 
tion, IS 150,000; separation and 


recycling of garbage at Yavne, IS200,-. 
000; apparatus for measuring air 
pollution, IS 100,000; apparatus for 
monitoring air and noise pollution, 
IS50,000; plus IS 100,000 for two 
more legitimate projects — the 
restoration of the khan in Hadera, 
and the preservation of the Atarol 
stalactite cave. 

The problem is, that under the 
system still operating here after 33 
years, neither the interior minister 
nor any other minister is accoun- 
table to the public for the way he 
spends his share of the non- 
earmarked bequests to (he state. 

THE CHANCES are one in three 
that if someone dies and leaves a 
non-earmarked legacy to the State 
of Israel, he or she will be benefiting 
an Orthodox religious institution. 

This fact emerges clearly from a 
scrutiny of every one of the grants 
made to 296 institutions Iasi year 
from such legacies. 

Another fuel that emerges con- 
cerns the Ministry of Education and 
Culture, headed by Zevulun Ham- 
mer. Number Two man in the 
National Religious Parly. Hum- 
mer's ministry gels a handsome 
share of the total non-earmarked 
bequests to the slate. Two out of 
every three shekels his ministry dis- 
tributes go to Orthodox institutions 
of various kinds. 

If one nut nffcvery three Israelis 
were Orthodox, this would be only 
natural. If two out of every three 
beneficiaries or educational and 
cultural institutions were Orthodox, 
this loo would be only natural. 

But needless to say, both these 
hypotheses arc incorrect. 

if the facts became public 
knowledge, it would lend ammuni- 
tion to those critics of our Orthodox 
politicians who accuse them of 
looking after their own, promoting 
their sectarian interests, and using 
money to buy political support. It 
would also lend ammunition to 
critics of the Begin regime who say 
that he “bought” the loyally of 
Orthodox politicians by giving them 
unprecedented control of the 
money-bags. 

Most non-earmarked bequests — 
IS30m. of which was shared out 
over the summer — go to four 
government ministries, as men- 
tioned: Labour and Social Affairs; 
E^ication and Culture, Religious 
Affairs and Health. Much smaller 

r™r C M- ndcd out by the Interior 
and the Ministry of Justice. 

The imbalance results from the 
favouritism shown by the Education 
Ministry to Orthodox institutions 
One would expect the Religious Af- 
fairs Ministry to support Orthodox 
institutions anyway. It is not surpris- 
ing that some 12 per cent of the 
Social Affairs Ministry allocations 
went to Orthodox institutions; very 
many bodies aided by this ministry 
cater for all sections of the popula- 
tion. r 

* a ™ e . lilTlc . il is noteworthy 
that the Religious Affairs Ministry 
did not give a penny of non- 
earmarked bequests to Conser- 
vative and Reform bodies, or to 
Mos[ems, Christians. Druse, 
Karaites, Bahai and Samaritans. 


The cabinet's committee nf 
ministers usually mects 
twice a year, whenever the 

rl a51a S e f °J distribut1 ^ Pil« 
The distribution of themnn P 

between the six ministries K? 
cording to a formula worked outbv 
the Begin Government — afom.i 
which differs slightly from 
in force when it look office. 

In July 1980, when the Ministerial 
Committee on Bequests last met ft 
shared out close on IS12m. Bs fo. 
lows: IS 3.6m. to the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Affairs; IS 27m 
to the Ministry of Eduction and 
Cu lure; IS 1.5m. to the Ministry for 
Religious Affairs; IS2,7m. to (he 
Ministry of Health; IS6OO,000toiht 
Ministry of the Interior, mainly for 
environmental projects- im 
IS 89 1 ,000 to the Ministry of Jistice 
Such is the degree of ignorance 
about the existence of these bta m 
moneys that when, earlier this year 
I met a former MK in the Kot^ 
frying to raise money for a musiw 
in one of the kibbutzim, I f<aj 
that he was totally unaware of ti 
availability of funds for this kind d 
purpose. 

THE ADDRESS for queries abow 
bequests to the state is Amrara 
Blum, the udministrator-generil, 
who heads a wing in the Justice 
Ministry. 

Blum describes himself modestly 
ns the “pipeline” through which be- 
quests to the state are channelled, 
and ns the official who holds the 
money til It he ministerial committee 
allocates it. He lakes no decisions 
and has no responsibility where 
allocations are concerned. 

The lack of public information 
did not matter, Blum assured me. 
because "there is no shortage of re- 
quests. Each time the committee 
convenes it has five to six hundred 
requests to study.” 

State secrets 

Blum said the names of the 
recipients of bequest moneys ap- 
peared in the minutes of meetings of 
the cabinet committee and hence 
were secret, like the minutes of the 
cabinet and all its committees. He 
said committee decisions as to how 
the money was distributed had the 
legal validity of cabinet decisions, 
and were not brought to the full 
Cabinet, unless a minister appealed. 

Ulu in said (hat during the com- 
mittee meetings, which last many 
hours, the ministers probe deeply 
into proposals for the grants, as 
does the representative of the 
Treasury present. Sometimes it re- 
quired two or three meetings for a 
single round of distributions, and 
between 10 and 25 per cent of the 
proposals arc rejected. 

Despite what Blum said about th« 
proportion of proposals turned 
down by the committee, I havebef 
given authoritative data showing 
that the rejections considerably m* - 
number the grants. 

A cabinet source said that every 
ministry had its own criteria fin 
judging which institutions were 
most deserving. In his own ministry- 
there was an in-depth screening of 
applications, with the participation 
of a number of officials and often 
including visits to an applicant In- 
stitution. _ . 

Other ministries, he believed, 
were not so scrupulous. In some, 
decisions were taken by the minister 
and his personal adviser, by-pasdn* 
veteran civil servants. Many of 
recipient bodies did not keep 
audited accounts. 

(The slate comptroller examines 
a ministry's documentation oi* 
grants, but does not investigate 
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Bequests to the state 


recipient bodies in any way.) t 
Some of the politicians 
and officials I talked to while 
preparing this article would 
probably have given more precise 
answers it they had known that I 
had seen the figures — a list detail- 
ing.! grants approved by the 
ministerial panel at its meeting on 
July 29, 1980. 

The list is drafted in a slovenly 
manner, which could easily mislead. 
The Education Ministry* receives 
IS50.000 for the South Oivatayim 
Community Centre in its ordinary 
list of 98 beneficiaries. There is no 
clue as to the nature of the centre. 
However, the truth is revealed, by 
chance, in an appendix to the list, 
which covers changes in previous 
committee decisions. There, the in- 
stitution is described as the South 
Givalayim Religious Community 
Centre, and is granted an additional 

1520.000. 

Other community centres getting 
grants from the Education Ministry 
at the same time are located in 
Kchovol, the Gilo district of 
Jerusalem, Rishon Lezion, Petah 
Tikva, Neve Sha'unan in Haifa, and 
Bnei Brak. The only one properly, 
identified is the Young Israel Com- 
munity Centre of Petah Tikva. 

The list contains instances or two 
different ministries giving grants to 
the same body. 

IN THE RELIGIOUS Affairs 
Ministry list, the largest grant was 

1540.000. It went to the Kfar 
Haroch Ycshiva, which happens to 
be run by a former National 
Religious Party Knesset member, 
Rabbi Moshe Zvi Neriya. It also 
happens to be the alma mater of 
former religious affairs minister 
Aharon Abuhalzeira himself. 

The conclusion may be that the 
old school kippa is thicker than 
blood. However, several of the 
minister's relatives who run institu- 
tions got grants. A number of his 
close associates such as Asher 
Lazimi of M evasseret 
Yerushalayim, also received sup- 
port. Lazimi’s Machon Toldot got 
1S25.000; his Beit Midrash Ohel 
Ya'acov got IS25,000. 

Other associates of Abuhatzeira 
received grants for their institu- 
tions, grants which are apparently 
quite legitimate even if another 


religious affairs minister might not 
have approved them. 

With regard to Health Ministry 
grants, a survey of the list does not 
reveal anomalous decisions, or deci- 
sions liable to result from personal 
or political favouritism. However, 
the Health Ministry happens to be 
one of the two selected by the state 
comptroller in his report of 1980 
for criticism in connection with mis- 
management of funds. 

THE BEST WAY to eliminate 
suspicion and complaints with 
regard to non-earmarked bequests 
to the state would be to give the 
main responsibility to a public com- 
mittee headed by a member of the 
judiciary, and to publish full details 
of the committee's work. 

Education Minister Zevulun 
Hammer may well reply to the 
charge that he gives two bequest 
shekels out of every three to 
Orthodox institutions by accusing 
Labour education ministers of 
denying the religious public its due 
share of educational and cultural 
grants. 

Today's ministers could claim 
that they are merely redressing the 
balance. But only the publication of 
ull the material, past and present, 
relating to non-earmarked bequests 
could resolve such arguments. 

THE ONE THING that appears 
certain concerning bequests to the 
state is that money should never be 
left For an unspecified purpose. 

My investigation has shown that 
there is u one-in-lhrcc chance that 
money left to the stale to handle ns 
it sees fit will be given to some 
Orthodox institution. 

Administrator-General Amram 
Biuni cQpcedps that observant Jews 
are probably more likely to earmark 
their bequests for an observant in- 
stitution and they therefore do not 
come within the purview of the 
ministerial committee. Il is mostly 
the money left by non observant 
testators, which is shared' out by the 
committee according to a formula 
influenced by internal political fac- 
tors, among others. 

He told me that when Israeli 
testators leave money to the state, 
they generally earmark their be- 
quests. “Israelis tend to know 
what's what,'* he explained. On the 


other hand, the situation is different 
with foreigners. “Foreigners do not 
know the picture," he explained. 

“Non-earmarked moneys go for 
charitable purposes in the wider 
sense," said the administrator- 
general. Perhaps he was stretching 
"wider sense”|to include IS 200,000 
for recycling garbage in Yavne, and 
1S20.000 to enlarge the legal library 
at the Justice Ministry. 

He assured me that there was no 
difference — "or maybe a tiny 
shade" — between the way non- 
earmarked bequests to the stale 
were distributed before 1977 (under 
the previous coalition) and after 
1977. Presumably former education 
minister Aharon Yadlin also chan- 
nelled two-thirds of bequest funds 
to Orthodox institutions, as does the 
present NRP education minister, 
Zevulun Hammer. 

In my enquiries, I was fobbed off 
by vague replies from several civil 
servunls, till I found one relevant 
document. This concerned the 
JS1.5m. which the committee al- 
located to the Religious Affairs 
Ministry ul its meeting or July 29, 
1980, und which was split among 88 
recipients. 

The document, From the 
Treasury's budget division, was 
dated February 1, 1981. Il simply 
added the sum of ISI.5m. to the 
Religious Affairs Ministry's budget, 
as a transfer Trom the 
administrator-general. Not a single 
recipient was named; not a single 
sum was printed; simply the overall 
figure. 

Despite Amram Blum's as- 
surance to me, therefore, that from 
now on everything would he public 
and above board, the real truth is 
that the Tacts about bequests are 
still secret, except to the ministerial 
committee, to the clerks who sign 
the cheques in the Treasury's 
budget division; and to a couple of 
lop officials in the six ministries 
making the recommendations. 

The public does not know; the 
Knesset does not know; not even its 
all-powerfiil Finance Committee 
i knows. No wonder, then, that the 
, anomalies, distortions, favouritism, 

■ and half-truths relating to non- 
i earmarked bequests to the state 

■ have been able to persist for so long. 


A thought for Rosh Hashana 


Scriptural reading for the first day 

of Rosh Hashana, Gen. 21.1.-34. TOR 

The verse discussed is verse 23. L 

IN THE scriptural reading for 

the first day of Rosh Hashana, 
we read that Abraham “planted stopover at 
an eshel in Beersheba" He went 1 

The eshel is mentioned on various nis grano 
occasions in the Bible as a specific planted the 
tree, the tamarisk. In this context, away until 
however, there is little doubt, -as when his a 
both the rabbis of the Talmud and lhe sanctui 

the Midrash, as well as at least one c ° rdi ^ “ 
rational medieval Hebrew scholar planted as 
believed, that it refers to a grove of « owe v t 

trees. midrash oi 

In fact the Targum, the official Rashl (wh 
Aramaic translation of the Bible, Samuel as 
rendere ft simply as “trees." The J 

11th-century Spanish grammarian Joom ana 
and lexicographer, Jonah ibn J anah , opinion Mu 
similarly states that it is a generic reproducin 
name for trees. But what kind of fruits ; The 
trees? malntato 

There is one isolated mklrash that [efer to fl 
makes it refer to non-fruit-bearing hospice, • 
trees, used for timber. It explains plant, is ai 
that Jacob, on his way to Egypt to piece of n 
join his lost son Joseph, made a agree tna 
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stopover at Beersheba (Gen. 46.1.) 
“He went to fell the cedars which 
his grandfather Abraham had 
planted there, and he stored them 
away until the time would come 
when his descendants would erect 
the sanctuary oF acacia wood." Ac- 
cording to this, the grove was 
planted as a source of limber. 

However, the well-known 
midrash oh our verse quoted by 
Rashl ’(who mentions Rav and 
Samuel as the disputants, where the 
midrash and Talmud make it R. 
Judah and R. Nehemiah) has one 
opinion that the eshel is an orchard 
reproducing all kindB of choice 
fruits. The other rabbi, however, 
maintains that the word does not 
refer to flora at ail but means a 
hospice, since the word nata, to 
plant, is also used for setting up a 
place of residence. Both, however, 
agree that ita purpose was to 


Next Year in Jerusalem 

and the next . . . and the next . . . 

in your own apartment in 

THE KNESSET TOWER 
APARTMENT HOTEL 

Now under construction in a quiet A warm Shalom each time you return 
residential area easily accessible to to your home away from home, 
the city centre. Thirty apartments now on sale. 


Own a professionally decorated fully 
furnished and equipped apartment. 

Enjoy the facilities provided by a 
regular hotel: 

Expert management 

Service facilities 

Kosher restaurants 

Pool & tennis court ... and more 

Stay as long as you like and earn an 
income in your absence. 


if you wish to know more about this 
unique opportunity available in 
Jerusalem, come and talk to ua... 
For an appointment call Brenda or 
Merle; pager No. 1 407. TEL. 02- 
532131,03-248117 
or write for our full colour brochure 
Eiton Brothers Hotels Ltd. 

2nd floor, Jerusalem Tower 
34 Ben Yehuda Street, Jerusalem 
Tel. 02-221195, 227231 
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provide hospitality to wayfarers, and 
we see the word in the initial letters 
of the hospice motto — "Adtito. 
Shtlya and Una ” (food, drink and 
lodging). 

Both are at one in the lovely in- 
terpretation they give to the words 
which follow: “And he called there 
on the name of the Lord of the 
Universe. Aft&r they had partaken 
of his hospitality, Abraham said to 
them, ‘Give thanks.’ They said to 
him, ‘What shall we say?’ He 
replied, 'We give thanks to the Lord 
of the Universe of whose bounty we 
have eaten."’ 

It was not the human provider of 
the food who had to be thanked, but 
the divine. And that midrash is the 
source of the introductory formula 
for the grace after meals in com- 
pany. The leader says "Let us Mess" 
and the guests respond, "Blessed 
be He of whose bounty we have 
eaten,” 

It is an appropriate thought for 
Rosh Hashana, when we stress that 
God is the Lord of the Universe, or 
mankind as a whole. 


extends every good wish for the coming yeftT.;'i 

■own rrntj rm 1 ? 


to all our haverot of the 
Pioneer Women/ Na'amat World Movement, 
to members and friends of 
the Labor Zionist Movement, 
to the State of Israel, 
and to the world-wide Jewish Community. 
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The international Hoard of Directors 5 

greet our gonrrous benefactors \ 

Mr. Sc Mrs. Ari Newman I 

of Caesarea k 

on the occasion of rise opening of the g 

Ari & Lillian Newman Surgery Dept. ^ 

that will service the citizens of Netonya S 

and the surrounding areas. ^ 
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According to His will 


ROSH HASHANA and Yom Kip- 
pur are coming. My husband is go- 
ing to wear Us white tallit and kittel 
and go to the synagogue. And my 
main Job will be to look after the 
children. 

Before I was married I used to 
particularly enjoy the Rosh 
Has harm and Yarn Kippur services. 
I would spend hours in synagogue. I 
loved the tunes and the feeling of 
being part of a congregation that 
was in turn one of many similar con- 
gregations ail over the world. 

Yom Kippur was a wonderful 
day. It was the only opportunity I 
had in the year to really com- 
municate with my own soul — with 
the Divine spark within myself 
with Ood. It was a precious and 
very special experience. It used to 
leave me very happy, but emo- 
tionally exhausted. 

On Yom Kippur we more or less 
ignore our physical needs and con- 
centrate on the spirit. During the 
day in synagogue we climb to higher 
and higher spiritual levels until we 
begih't'd feel ourselves incapable of 
committing the smallest sin. We 
need the afternoon Tora reading to 
bring us down to earth a little. We 
read in the Tora about the sins of in- 
cest, sodomy and adultery and are 
reminded that we are mere mortals 
capable of succumbing to tempta- 
tion. 

There U one prayer that is nor- 
mally said only in a whisper. It is the 
prayer of the angels and talks about 


By Judith Weil 


the Kingship of Ood. Normally, it is 
considered presumptuous of us to 
thin k we can even begin to under- 
stand what He is like. But on Yom 
Kippur we are different, we are 
special, and we resemble the angels; 
and on that one day we may utter 
this declaration of God's Kingship 
aloud. 

In the days when I went to syn- 
agogue I used to get two jolts. The 
first was on Kol Nidre night when I 
said this prayer aloud while feeling 
comfortably well fed after my pre- 
fast meal. I used to wonder how I 
dared. 

The second was in the Maariv 
service after Yom Kippur had 
ended. I had just explored the 
depths of my soul and yet now, once 
again, I could talk of God's 
Kingship only in a whisper. 

I CAN’T remember when I last at- 
tended the Kol Nidre service. Yeiar 
after year, after [ first became a 
mother, 1 would say the evening 
prayers alone at home while my 
babies were asleep, singing to 
myself the tunes I remembered 
from my childhood. 

My conscience is clear. I have a 
very good reason for not attending 
synagogue. 1 am doing what for me 
js a more important job. I am bring- 
ing up the next generation. I hope 


and pray that I shall succeed in 
bringing them up to love God and 
their fellow human beings. 
Meanwhile, they have to be fed and 
watched, changed and comforted, 
and not taken to the synagogue 
when they are small, as they might 
disturb other worshippers. 

Another young mother once said 
to me: “God, Who gave me my 
babies, understands that I have little 
time to pray to Him.” 

Of course He understands. But it 
is difficult for me to understand. My 
soul misses its annual “injection of 
strength." I need it and I miss it and 
I feel that I am a poorer person 
without it. 

One year I had excellent inten- 
tions about saying the Yom Kippur 
morning Shaharit prayer. But the 
children woke up early. I dressed 
them and changed the nappies of 
the two smallest. I nursed the baby 
and gave breakfast to everyone but 
myself. I straightened the flat — 
after all it was Yom Tov. ! gave the 
children some toys and had another 
round of nappy changing and then 
fed the baby again. By then, the 
time for Shaharit had come and 
gone. 

Then, after lunch — theirs, there 
was a lull. Every child was quietly 
occupied and I decided to snatch a 
few moments for my own afternoon 
Minha prayer. I took my chance at 
last with one eye on myprayerbook 
and the other on the cnildren. No 
sooner had I started than our three- 


Tashlich: a reminiscence 


THE SKERNEWICE Hassidim 
usually performed the Rosh 
Hashana afternoon ritual of 
Tashlich at the well in Reb Trivia 
Henech’s courtyard. Reb Tuvia 
Hencch was a Skernewice Hassid, 
and lived very near the shtiebl in 
which they prayed. 

We youngsters liked to play with 
the chain and bucket of that well. 
As soon as Reb Chune the Gabbai 
announced the long interval 
between the morning Shaharit ser- 
vice and the additional Mussaf ser- 
vice, we would ran to Reb Tuvia 
Henech’s courtyard and seize the 
wodden. handle of the windlass. We 
pushed and shoved because we all 
wanted to be the first to drop the 
long chain and wooden bucket deep 
down into the well. We would 
crouch over it and see our childish, 
flushed faces reflected in the water. 

We especially liked to direct our 
shouts down into the well, and listen 
to the hollow echo rising out of it. 
A NEW WIND blew into the 
Skernewice shtiebel. Many Has- 
sidim suddenly wanted to say 
Tashlich beside a river. {Usually it is 
said beside a river, or in a sea full of 
fish — literal embodiment of the 
blessing "You shaft be fruitful and 
multiply.") 

Among the Hassidim who sug- 
gested we say Tashlich beside a 
river was the honourable Gabbai, 
Reb Chune. It is quite possible that 
this sudden new whim of the 
Skernewice Hassidim could be 
traced to unconscious jealousy of 
Reb Tuvia Henech (for anyone in 
our shtetl in whose courtyard the 
entire congregation gathered for 
Tashlich would have felt very highly 
honoured). 

In (he interval between Shaharit 
and Mussaf, the entire congregation 
must; have been turning over its 
thoughts. Reb Chune got upandan- 


By Shimon Klin 

nounced solemnly: "Rabbotai, 
there’s a fine lake near where I live, 
in Rawsky's field." He lugged at his 
little pointed beard, and continued: 
‘T invite the whole congregation, 
today, after Minha, for Tashlich in 
Rawsky’s field." 

Other Hassidim now gathered 
their courage together, and com- 
peted with one another in naming 
new stretches of water appropriate 
for Tashlich. Little Yehoshuale, 
who lived not far from the park, was 
very insistent that we should hold 
our ceremony there at the lake, 
•which in the summer was covered 
with small boats, and in the winter 
with skaters. The lake belonged to 
the town, he maintained, and, it fol- 
lowed, to our congregation also, 
because everybody, without excep- 
tion, ‘paid municipal taxes. It was 
he ar 8 u «L that we 
should hold the Tashlich service 
beside that lake. 

NEW notions in the minds 
of Skernewice Hassidim, which 
threatened to deprive Tuvia 
Henech of his annual,. rights, im- 
mensely annoyed him., The blood 
rose to his cheeks, and he berated 
the other Hassidim. -What kind of 
wicked ideas are buzzing around in 
your heads this New Year?" 

“What happened, isn’t my well 
good enough for you anymore?” In 
a furious temper, Tuvia Henech 
took his wide, cocoa-coloured 
beard between his hands, and 
marched to and fro across the 
squeaky wooden Door of the 
shtiebel. He kept on taking fresh 
potshots at the Hassidim. "My well 
doesn't attract these lordlings. Why, 
if it wasn't for me, you. wouldn't 
even have a minyan for the syn- 
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year-old started playing on the 
balcony with the Succa stats. I knew 
that there were rusty nails in those 
slats. I'm sure I won the speed-prize 
Minha praying that year. And that 
was my great contribution to the 
holiness of the day. 

MEN HAVE mitzvot that women 
do not have (although it works the 
other way, too). A man wears tzitzit 
and tcfillin, prays in synagogue and 
is commanded to hear the shofar. 
He has the freedom to pray and 
meditate and reach spiritual heights 
— because he knows that his 
children are being well looked-after 
by his wife. 

And what of us women? 
Somehow we have to raise our 
spiritual level while carry ing out our 
usual day-to-day tasks. Many of the 
High Holy Day tunes are very soul 
stirring — for those who hear them. 
It’s not easy to stir ones soul while 
making the beds. 

The Midrash (Bereshit Rabba 
34:2) teaches us that God tests some 
people more than others. He often 
specially tests the person who is 


great. Hardship, makes great people 
grow greater. Moreover, giving a 
specific person a particularly dif- 
ficult task is a compliment to him 
(or her), an expression of trust In 
his/her ability to cope. 

Every morning my husband bleu- 
es God for not making him i 
woman — and I thank God for mak- 
ing me according to His will, 
women have been given a dea 
emotional understanding of God'i 
will — that is how we are made. Our 
job is hard, but we manage and even 
grow because our spiritual strength 
has to come from within ourselves. 

A man has not been made the 
way we are made and is grateful not 
to be tested, not to have to draw on 
his own more limited resources. 

The time will come, please God, 
when my children will be old 
enough to allow me once again to 
go to synagoggue with a free mind. 
Maybe, after all, I feel richer for all 
the years that ! stayed at home with 
the children instead of going to syn- 
agogue on Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur. 


agogue service." 

Seated on the right of the long 
table, with its snow-white 
tablecloth, were two elderly Has- 
sidim, Reb Yisroel Moishe the Oil- 
Yid (oil-dealer) and Reb Zelig. They 
were humming a pleasant tunc; the 
raised voices of the others seemed 
not to reach them. 

They wouldn't intervene when 
.tempers were high. But when 
everyone had quietened down a lit- 
tle, Reb Yisroel Moishe began, 

“What is the difference between 
a well and a river? If the Almighty, 
blessed be His Name, wants ft to be 
a well, then it is a well — if not, then 
it's a river. And if he wants, it’s 
neither a well nor a river.” 

He turned to Tuvia Henech: 
"And you, Tuvia Henech, why are 
you eating yourself up? What do 
you care where they want to say 
Tashlich? Why does it annoy you so 
much? And I thought you a wise 
Jew. Does it make any difference 
where one says Tashlich? Surely, for 
the Almighty it doesn't make any 
difference — His Honour is 
everywhere in the ,world. Tuvia 
Henech, clear your, mind of all 
this." 

He patted him on the back, con- 
sidered his listeners, and then Reb 
Yisroel Moishe the Oil-Yid sighed 
deeply: “Ii must be Satan who is 
meddling with us because of our 
sins." 

He took out his watch from his 
vest pocket to see the time, and 
then concluded. "We have argued 
enough today. Today should be a 
day of Jews loving'one another and 
loving Erelz Ylsrael. It is a day of 
forgiveness and of repen tence. It is 
time to say: ‘Lamenatze’ah livnei 
Korah Mizmor’ (the prayer recited 
seven times before the blowing of 
the shofar, so as to drive away evil 
spirits)' 1 
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Getting to 
know one’s 
neighbours 

By JUDY SIEGEL 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

IN AN ERA when politics plays 
havoc with the concept of “inter- 
national cooperation," there is a 
place In Jerusalem where Jewish 
and Arab youngsters learn not only 
about their own cultures out also 
about those in countries around the 
world. 

The International Cultural 
Centre for Youth, located in a green 
oasis in the German Colony’s 
Rehov Emek Refaim, was es- 
tablished 21 years ago as the 
culmination of a great outpouring of 
idealism and goodwill. Though the 
centre's current work is somewhat 
different from what the founders 
envisaged, their aims of 
brotherhood and mutual respect for 
those who are different are stili be- 
ing implemented. 

It had its roots in a different era, 
when the post-war world was in a 
flush of hope and expectation that 
finally international brotherhood 
might reign. A group of Christians 
and Jews founded an organization 
called Children to Palestine, aimed 
at rescuing Jewish children from 
Nazi-ravaged Europe. Prominent in 
the group were Dorothy and Mur- 
ray Silverstone, he the president of 
the film giant, Twentieth Century 
Fox International. Moved by lofty 
goals, he produced the film The 
Magnetic Tide, which presented a 
happy picture of Jews and Arabs 
peacefully co-existing in the Holy 
-Land. 

Proceeds from the showing of the 
film were to be used to build an in- 
ternational children’s and youth vil- 
lage in the mountains of Judea, with 
donations from a specific country 
being devoted to a house in that 
country's name, as in the Pestalozzi 



Arab and Jewish youth at the International Cultural Centre for Youth. 


Village in Switzerland. But Moshe 
Kol, longtime chairman of the 
board of the 1CCY, explained to the 
Silverstones that the idea was un- 
feasible in Jerusalem, since the pur- 
pose of Youth Aliya was to rescue 
youngsters from Europe and settle 
them in Israel, rather than bring 
youngsters to team and play here 
for a few weeks and return to their 
home countries. 

Thus, instead, the proceeds from 
(he film went to build a centre that 
could ease Israel's isolation from 
the rest of the world despite the 
refusal of Arab countries to 
recognize its existence, and to help 
young Israelis to know the cultures 
of other countries, even if they 
could never visit them. 

The cornerstone of the ICCY — • a 
splendid, well-kept, five-slorey 
building surrounded by lush 
greenery — was laid in the presence 
of then foreign minister, Golds 
Meir. A few years later, it opened 
for operations. Murray Silverstone 
died several years ago, hut his uc- 
togenarian widow Dorothy, active 
and enthusiastic despite her age. has 
remained in close touch with the in- 
stitution they founded. 

She is now in Jerusalem again to 
attend a ceremony in which the 
property is being turned over to the 
Murray and Dorothy Silverstone 
Foundation. The independent body 
will operate the centre and promote 
the ideals of the founders. 

“The aim of the centre is still to 
widen the horizons of Israeli 


children," says Zvi Dagan, a former 
kibbutznik, Jewish Agency and 
Jewish National Fund emissary, 
Tourism Ministry representative in 
New York and director — since 
1977 — of the ICCY. Dagan came 
to the centre under tragic circum- 
stances — the death in an auto acci- 
dent of ICCY director Avraham 
Yekel, who devoted many years to 
building up the centre and who 
wrote a booklet or its history called 
Towards a Better Tomorrow. 

CONSISTENT with Us spirit of 
brotherhood, about half of the IC- 
CY’s staff are Arabs. Not only do- 
Arab youths visit the ICCY in the 
German Colony, but they also take 
part in activities in the ICCY’s 
branches in East Jerusalem and. an 
Arab village in the Triangle. There 
is also a branch in a Druse village. 

The ICCY’s main facility is a 500- 
seal auditorium on its second floor, 
with a stage big enough for a five- 
couple dance troupe or a luo. member 
choir. Movable seats make possible 
all kinds of activities on the floor 
Nearby is a permanent exhibition of 
several hundred folklore dolls in 
costume, . which is a permanent 
centre of attraction for youngsters 
and for visitors from abroad. 
"Wc’rc in trouble if a tourist comes 
and doesn't find dolls from his 
country." Dagan jokes. 

There are three smaller lecture 
halls; a drama centre named for 
Nurit Katzir. the late daughter of 
former president Prof. Ephraim 


Katzir; and plenty of space for ex- 
hibitions, which are regularly 
changed. 

Dagan estimates that 2,000 peo- 
ple —-including hundreds of tourists 
who attend bi-weekly Jewish-Arab 
folklore evenings — visit the centre 
each week. Whole classes from 
nearby Jerusalem schools regularly 
arrive to see the exhibitions, which 
have ranged from Georgian and 
North African Jewry to the culture 
of the Druse. 

The ICCY also has a mobile van 
that takes collections of art 
reproductions, neatly displayed and 
bncked with plywood, to over 500 
schools around the country — most 
of them in poor neighbourhoods 
and border areas, where the 
youngsters would otherwise get lit- 
tle or no exposure to such culture. 
Each child in the class, says Dagan, 
receives a booklet with colour and 
hlack-and-white reproductions of 
the paintings, so that they can study 
and remember them. Explanations 
are in Arabic and Hebrew. 

The ICCY also produces a 
regular newsletter for counsellors at 
all youth and community centres 
called Daf Patuah, which provides 
lively material on holidays, game 
suggestions and nature study 
material. 

The centre's annual budget is 
IS 1 2m.. derived from the Education 
Ministry and other government 
sources, foreign contributors, the 
Jerusalem municipality and the 
Jewish Agency. 


Grammar 
of divorce 

'Ry JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Two religious court judges 
(i dayanim ) in Jerusalem have 
decided not to try divorce cases 
because they say they arc “not ex- 
pert enough in grammar and in the 
intricacies of Jewish divorce law," 
and because one of them promised 
his father not to deal with such 
cases since the smallest error could 
have “terrible consequences." 

Jerusalem’s Chief Rabbis Bezalel 
Zolti and Shalom Mash ash were 
consulted about the problem last 
week by Rabbi Simha Miron, the 
Religious Affairs Ministry’s super- 
visor of the religious courts and 
judges. Miron fears a bottleneck in 
the court because Rabbi Moshe 
Miletzky and Rabbi Shmuel 
Shapira, who form a three-member 
court with Rabbi Moshe Tufik. 
want to send all their divorce cases 
to a rabbinical court that specializes 
in divorces. , . , 

Miletzky told Zolti that" nis com- 
mand of grammar is "not good 
enough” and that the slightest mis- 
take could make a divorce invalid 
and result in a still-married woman 
marrying another man. Because of 
this risk, Mfletzky's father made 
him promise not to deul with 
divorce cases. Shapira also accepts 
this viewpoint. 

The two dayanim want to restore, 
u previous arrangement that existed 
in Jerusalem until about three years 
ago. whereby the religious courts 
were not all-purpose, but sent 
divorce cases to a specialized court 

Zolti said that in principle, he 
favours all-purpose courts and op- 
poses the establishment of a 
separate court for divorce cases. 
Dtnanim are tested on divorce mat- 
ters before receiving certification as 
rabbinical court judges. 

The Jerusalem chief rabbis could 
decide to ask Religious Affairs 
Minister Yosef Burg to try the 
dayanim before a disciplinary court 
if they continue to refuse to deal 
with divorce cases. 


A FAMILY of immigrants from 
South Africa have memorialized their 
father by establishing a rehabilita- 
tion programme which may enable 
many retarded children to stay at 
home with their Families instead of 
being placed in institutions. 

lssie Shapiro House, which 
opened recently in Ra'anana, offers 
an individualized, intensive, one- to 
three- month programme for up to 
16 children. The aim is to help 
retarded children with behaviour 
problems to live a more normal fife. 

"We had one case where a 
mother was waiting to put her 
retarded child in an institution 
because his "unmanageable 
behaviour was breaking up the 
family," says Nomi Stuchiner, one 
of lssie Shapiro's daughters. 

"Today, the child sits at the table 
and eats with the family, using a 
knife and fork, and even helps clean 
the table afterwards. 

“Tlje mother has .apparently 
forgotten about being on the institu- 
tion’s waiting fist. In fact, the other 
dgy she complained to me that a 
neighbour had the.nerve to suggest 
that she institutionalize her child.” 

This apparently miraculous trans- 
formation took place in three 
weeks. Of course, however, it’s no 
miracle, simply hard work: /‘The 
programme costs S20,000 a month 
to operate because it’s one to one — 


In father’s footsteps 


there are as many staff as children,” 
says Mrs. Stuchiner. 

SYLVIA SHAPIRO explained that 
the programme is based on positive 
reinforcement: "We observe the 
child first to examine his behaviour 
and what rewards he seems to res- 
pond to. Some children will respond 
to being petted or to a kind word; 
others nave to be given a candy. 
Then, we try to change the child’s 
behaviour by showing him he will 
get what he wants by behaving 
properly, and not by behaving bad- 
ly- 

“For example, if a child has 
tantrums, we wait out the tantrums 
and don't give in. As soon as he's 
quiet, we reward him with a pat and 
try to find out what it is he wanted." 

She says that this is exactly 
the opposite of what the staff in in- 
stitutions do. There, a screaming 
child will immediately be silenced 
with the chocolate, which the 
nurses invariably carry on their 
rounds. 

“When you ask the nurse why she 1 
■gives the child a chocolate during 
his tantrum, she'll tell you that the 
chocolate will stop him from 


By LEA LEVA VI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


screaming. She's right; it does atop 
the tantrum — for that moment. 
But it teaches the child that the way 
he gets what he wants is to scream 
his head off." 

PROGRAMME STAFF will work 
with teachers of the retarded and in- 
stitutional personnel to try to 
change established patterns of deal- 
ing with retarded children. Two 
places in each training group will be 
reserved for children from Institu- 
tions whose functioning within the 
institutional walls could be 
improved by going through this 
training. Children enrolled In 
special education classes will be ex- 
cused from school to attend this 
programme. 

An important elemerit of the 
programme Is parent participation. 
After the Service for the Retarded 
has referred the child, one of the 
programme's two parent trainers — ■ 
both clinical psychologists— - makes 
a home visit to see if the child is 


suitable for the programme and to 
get to know the parents. 

Parents must sign an agreement 
to participate in the programme 
themselves for at least 10 hours a 
month and to continue the training 
at home Under staff direction. 
Parent groups — as well as brother 
and sister groups — are also being 
planned to discuss the problems of 
having a retarded child in the fami- 
ly. 

Though 'the programme is 
basically a daytime service, with 
children living at home, up to eight 
children at a time can be accom- 
modated in the dormitory if they 
need more intensive training than 
day sessions can provide. 

ISSIE SHAPIRO became active in 
work with the retarded in South 
Africa when a close friend had a 
retarded child. He was a founder of 
the Selwyn Segal Hostel and 
worked there as a volunteer for over 
20 years until his aliya. • 

This was a Jewish facility, buL 
when he discovered there was a 
need for similar services for gentile 
retarded children, he raised money 
for such a home. 


When he arrived in Israel, he 
wanted to continue this work and 
founded the Ra'anana -chapter.. of 
Akim (the Association fon:Retatded 
Children), where his daughter Nomi 
has now succeeded him as presi- 
dent. 

"After his death, in addition to 
continuing our work with Akim, we 
wanted to do something special’" 
says Nomi Stuchiner. "The Service 
for the Retarded in the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Affairs ap- 
proached us with this revolutionary 
new programme, which had been 
tried successfully at Delta Hqjiae in 
Boston and elsewhere, and we 
decided to take it on." 

She said their organization, which 
they've decided to call Amutat Avi. 
has attracted many dedicated 
volunteers, including professionals 
in medicine, art therapy, music 
therapy, speech therapy and other 
fields, as well as lay-people willing to 
provide whatever help they can. 

The family has set up a fund to 
support the programme and money 
is also received from the Service for 
the Retarded, the National in- 
surance Institute and other sources. 
This is not enough to run this ex- 
tremely expensive programme, 
however, and additional funds are 
being sought. 
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AT THE B ACK of the minds of most 
Israelis, there lias "been always the 
thought that Israel is a potential 
refuge for Jews whose host 
countries turn suddenly against 
them. However, with the revival of 
undisguised anti-Semitism in West 
Europe and Iran, the response of 
Jews, both as individuals' and as 
members of Jewish communities, to 
these exhibitions of violence by 
their adopted countries, has taken 
on a new significance. 

The meaning of this response 
became clear to many Israelis at the 
time the position of Iranian Jews 
was endangered. For those Jews 
failed to come here in large 
numbers, and some of those who 
did returned as soon as they could. 
Israelis had a feeling of d£Ja vu. It's 
the same story all over again, they . 
felt, and they recalled that only a 
small number of Jews came to 
Palestine when disaster had already 
defined Itself, and emigration was 
still possible. 

During the first decade of the 
State of Israel, little was written 
about this particular trait Jews had 
acquired since the period of what 
was called the Emancipation but " 
was in 1 Fact 'acceptance of the credo: , 
For Jews as men, everything; for ( 
Jews as Jews, nothing. ( 

There are obvious reasons why 
this subject, and in particular the at- i 
tilude of German Jews to Germany j 
in the decades before the Nazis i 
came to power, could not be | 
tackled immediately after the tragic 
events of 1933-45. The Holocaust, i 
and everything connected with it, | 
couldn’t be faced for many years, 
Those who knew wouldn’t talk: 
those who didn't know wouldn't i 
listen. , 

But they did listen, and the sur- i 
(Vivoisjalked, at the Eichmann trial, f 
'At the 'time; of the June War, it 
became clear these even ts had bee n < 
absorbed by the Israeli collective 
unconscious. What motivated every 
soldier then, and in 1973, was the 
feeling that they could not be al- 
lowed to recur. 

IT WAS at this time, when the Nazi 
period began to be studied and writ- 
ten about, that a strange and errant 
myth was fashioned by some Jews 
who had fled Germany, and settled 
here between 1933 and 1938. They 
fostered the view that Germany had 
been another planet before Hitler. 

. Many of them had a quite in- 
jnocently nostalgic view of the rela- 
tion between Germans and Jews 
during and before the Weimar 
Republic. They didn’t realize they 
vrere providing a base for those 
historians who propagated a view' of 
Nazism as "a fleeting phenomenon 
m , . blstor y of the German 
people (a view expounded in The 
Jerusalem Post by a prominent 
Zionist some time back). This, of 
course, is to assume that evil for the 
sake of evil could have been born of 
nothingness. 

GERSHOM SCHOLEM, who 
restored Jewish mysticism to its 
pmee in history, is not a secluded 
thinker. He is deeply involved with 
historical and living issues of 
modem Jewry but his concerns are 
universal. Readers who know only 
some of his work, for instance Major 
Trends in Jewish Mysticism, or On 
Jews and Judaism In Crisis , know 
him as a tighter for truth. 

He demolished the myth or the 
Germ an-Jewish dialogue in 
previous papers (some of them as- 
sembled in D'warlm Bego — Ex- 
plications and Implications, In From 
Berlin to Jerusalem, a memoir of his 
student years, he records his own 
encounter, Intellectual and per- 
sonal, with the phenomenon of 
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Germans and Jews 



FROM BERLIN TO 
JERUSALEM. Memories of my 
Youth by Gershom Scholem, 
translated from the German by 
Hans Zohn. New York, Schocken 
Books. 178 pp. 512.95 

Rahel Hollander 


Deutschjudentu/n, and the real al- 
titude of the German people 
towards it. 

Its full impact may be a shock, es- 
pecially for young readets. Yet even 
for the reader who knew about it 
already in a general way, the hunger 
for acceptance of most German 
Jews wilt arouse painful wonder 
concerning its causes and implica- 
tions. 

Scholem describes the major cur- 
rents of German Jewry: asslmi- 


their reactions to Nazism at its in- 
ception). 

Scholem describes his entirely as- 
similated family background. The 
reader can only marvel as he turns 
toward Judaism with his innermost 
being. But there is little introspec- 
tion, and Scholem gives a mostly ex- 
ternal but nevertheless fascinating 
account of his movement toward 
Judaism and Zionism. The inner fire 
is between the lines. 

SCHOLEM’S INTELLECTUAL 
struggle begins when one of his 
teachers showed his class a popular 
edition of Graetz’s History of the 
Jews. Seholem. who was then 13, 
proceeded to read the entire li 
volumes. He decided to learn 
Hebrew because of the impression 
the book made on him. He stopped 
participating in Christmas celebra- 
tions at home. When his Hebrew 


lation, Reform, communism, u IIT”" 

"Judaism of muscles.” varied Zionist d fl h ? b u° U ?- H , ebrcw 

* - grammars and taught himself. He 


forms (some of them not entirely 
free of general assimilationist 
tendencies, for'Inslancfc'lh’eir stand 
on World War I issues, as expressed 
in Zionist periodicals. Because the 
young Scholem opposed this false 
patriotism, he was expelled from 
school a year before his matricula- 
tion.) 

Scholem establishes (on the basis 
of foresight rather than hindsight) 
the blindness of most German Jews, 
arid gives a fascinating account of 
his reactions as a young man to the 
actions and attitudes he recognized 


began to go to synagogue on Friday 
evenings, and liked the chanting 
and the reactions there to his 
progress in Hebrew. 

The deep impression made on 
him by the rapport between con- 
gregation and cantor is one of the 
few glimpses he allows us of his In- 
ner life. He allows the reader to ex- 
perience also his learning — not 
studying, as he points out -— of his 
first page of Talmud. What 
fascinated him in the Talmud was its 
staggering honesty, the natural way 
it had of dealing with all aspects of 


even 60 years back as destructive of ii'rl “ J ° 

Jewish existence. The evidence is !!& d , the ai ; cum W atcd dialogue 
assembled by one of the few who He ^ P revailed that 

left Germany almon aTen.5. „ d .; logi ' "f' which the later 


left Germany almost a decade 
before Nazism came fo power, and 


Buber placed at the centre of his 
philosophy, although paradoxically 


who maintains an exemplary stead- ■' D r . 

-* — !j ~* *■-- fie remained incomprehensibly 


fastness amidst the confusing 
plurality of contemporary Jewish 
thought. It is of intensest interest to 
anyone who has wondered how so 


blind to the most genuine evidence 
of Jewish tradition." (p.49) 

He began also to read Zionist 
literature. Despite the vehement 


many Jews Tailed to recognize the " 7T“\ “,‘ c v ^ llcincn i 

dangers facing them. opposition of his father, he con- 

tinued — the only one of four 

THE BOOK is both more and less this ff! 1 ~ his 

than its subtitle: Memories of my fu” * . d .!?V H ? would lale r be 
Youth would indicate. It ia less in- SfJ? 1 ? ut of the house because of 
sofar as Scholem tells us much ii7j 0ni £ m ‘ 
about his intellectual path towards v Whe, J was i bo “ l 15 > he joined 
Judaism between I9|| and 1925 Judea, a Zionist youth move- 

and about the sometimes dire con- ment ’ of whose members 

sequences of this fight for his beliefs S r lo n P . ac f. line . ln lb ® car, y 1920s - 
but without expressina his inner- ^ c . iville , s incl . udcd reading 


but without expressing his inner 
most thoughts. 


and talking about literature and 
poetry. Scholem and his friends, 


The same noids of all asoects of p ? etry - Sc b° 1 ® 1 ? 1 and his friends, 
his emotional life. He notes manv W ^° a*™ enou 8 h with the 

friendships but the reader has to r ®J® clion of East European Jewry by 

imagine for himself the asence of riseinpfJj" ? l0n ? ho T S ’ Were 
these relationships. This reserve is J asc J" ated b * ,ls und «guised 
felt all the more strongly as^he^x- Je Vi w,shn “ s - ft™.* Rosenzweig 
pression of his intellectual and Wh ? Se ?5 r °f Redemption has had 

political convictions provides fh^ L," i ,nflu ®. nceonmod c r n Jc wish 
1J -«■ . r._ thought, displays the same 


evidence of a passionate per 
sonahty. 


enthusiasm in his letters, when he 
first encounters East European 


The book is more than its subtitle Jewry in World War n * 

_watss K&'ssuswi 


later when he discovered that 
Rosenzweig was already ill. The en- 
counter of these two lions must 
have been fascinating but here, as in 
many other conversations — for in- 
stance, with Agnon and Bialik — in- 
terest is aroused but not satisfied. 

The amalgam called German 
Jewry excelled in all spheres except 
Jewishness. Even in our period, with 
its sad wisdom, it is frightening to 
peer into the abyss of self-deception 
of distinguished scholars who 
demonstrated constructive criticism 
and even vision, whenever it did not 
interfere with their hoped-for ab- 
sorption by the German people. 

SCHOLEM’S DISCOVERY of this 
general self-deception, participated 
in even by scholars as great as 
Herman Cohen and Constantin 
Brunner, was one of the most 
decisive experiences of his youth. 
He remarks that their as- 
si mi I alienist beliefs even led to a 
kind censorship of scholarly 
publications on Jewish history. 
They intended their version of 
Jewish history to be the burial of 
Judaism. In one of his rare personal 
statements, he observes that this 
capacity for self-deception is one of 
the saddest and most important 
aspects of the German-Jewish 
relationship: “It is shocking to 
observe the foolhardy efforts being 
made today to play it down." 

There is a related phenomenon at 
the personal level. It was not only 
ordinary German Jews but well- 
known philosophers who bent over 
backwards in professions of their 
Germanness. In one instance, a 
philosopher, “the son of good Jews 
and... given a good Jewish 
education," used to invent for 
himself Christian ancestors. 

The general outline of this false 
emancipation —-that is. at the ex- 
pense of Jewish selfhood — is 
traced clearly. Servility before 
everything German, and mockery 
of everything Jewish, are 
demonstrated. Scholem recalls, for 
instance, that the Reform move- 
ment excised from its prayer-books 
any references to the return to the 

u WlS l bom ®l and i and replaced 
them by “universal asseverations " 

A smaller number of Jews joined 
the communist parly (where they 
were not fully accepted though al- 
lowed certain functions). 

Scholem sketches the 
background, general and ncudemic, 
to all this. In spile of all he had ac- 
complished, Georg Simmel, an 
eminent teacher of philosophy, 
whose parents had left the Jewish 
fold before 1850." and who was 
completely estranged from 
everything Jewish, never in 30 years 
obtained a full professorship. 

Scholem only touches on "the 
mental convolutions by which these 
P h A JP P h e rs and academics 
justified their anti-Zionism. It would 

-E?..* ,nteres J tin « 10 lea rn more 
bout them, and about the ways 
they rationalized their non- 
acceptance by those whose favours 
hey courted. In the context of con- 
temporary anti-Semitism, the at- 

sohnin th r° Se German Jewish 

,s of Jfi°re than historical 
Mgn ncance. - There are underlying 

salSt“ nnf- betwcc j n their "univer- 
salist notions and those of many 

Jbroad CCUJ ’ y 8 aMd ' mic P°*“‘°ns 
Scholem writes about the incl- 

m9-^The M « nl0h ln 

mnrp 8ard ^ d ^ t0d,y an d presented In 

There d A° l ° m than il was - 

blnnd r^d n ° d,sre 8 a rding the huge 

h ondik-i p0Sters with lheir no less 
bloodthirsty text. It was frightening 


to encounter the blindness ofthej evrt 

...they became extremely rnmmZ 
angry when someone broachH 
subjectl" (The strength of 3,7™? 
tent makes one bear with Vv 
imperfections of the trandafeaf 
He discusses a periodical whirl 
appeared 20 years before the m2 
access to power, and advocsM 
everything the Nazis IrandaS 
action. The evidence he prodifi 
cuts away the ground from 
those historians who claim ( 1,1 
was no blue print for a Final si 
lion _ before 1940. A vitriolic m. 

PhV”' ‘o C ,i. t ' r ‘“ llre ' dating ^ » 

he I9lh century, expressed fc 
thoroughgoing malevolence of the 
German people. 

THE READER is left todrawkii 
own conclusions. Scholem periuu 
assumes they’re so obvious ilw 
don t need underlining. Thismsyl! 
so for those who grasp his asim 
lions but not everyone mi 
Moreover, Scholem takes fa 
granted some knowledge ol fc 
notable figures he discusses, andtfa 
unmstructed reader loses someth^ 
by this. Even so, the impact ofhii 
book is so strong that clearly TTraosi 
be published in a Hebrew transla. 
lion. 

Scholem goes over his own and 
his friends' reasons for Bccominj 
Zionists. Among his young friends 
were many who would become im- 
portant Zionist figures, They 
wanted to build a new social order 
in Eretz Yisrael, and were excited 
by “the rediscovery by Jews of their 
own selves nnd their history,” and 
by n "spiritual, cultural and above 
fill, social rebirth.” Only "over 
there" would they fulfill themselves. 

Young people today are looking 
hard for their roots. TTieir teachers, 
can’t help them because they 
themselves have been given an 
education which has distorted their 
notion of Jewish history. Very few 
young people have encountered 
Scholem's concise formulation of 
the dialectics of Zionism: the revival 
and continuation of traditional 
Judaism, and rebellion against it 
though “not through alienation and 
abandonment." 

Scholem should now provide a 
more explicit conclusion to From 
Berlin to Jerusalem and in a ar- 
ticular to its historical chapter. He 
could provide guidelines in the pre- 
sent cultural and social crisis which 
endangers us more than the com- 
bined arsenal of all the Arab slates. 

It might also provide new Insights 
for Jews abroad as to the centrality 
of Israel for themselves and their 
children. 

He tries hard to conceal his 
warmth but it is suddenly exposed, 
for instance when he recalls 
Jerusalem in the Twenties, and the 
winding “Rechov Ha'Habashira" 
whose houses had such thick walls, 
and whose doors were never locked 
There one could always flri 
somewhere to sleep. The sanie 
warmth informs his memories of Ws 
Talmud teachers. 

They and their circle, and the real 
Zionists (strange bedfellows) con- 
stituted the much smaller sphere of 
German Jews who did riot worship 
Moloch. 

The mystery hasn’t been solved of 
the underlying unity of these two 
opposed factions. It was only Rav 
Kook, who had gone deep into the 
kingdom of Jewish mysticism, who 
recognized their common' essenceV 
As Scholem writes: “Wljst 
fascinated me, the power of a tradi- 
tion thousands of years old,;, 
became transformed as 1 grasped 

it... resisted conceptualisation... and 

seemed portrayable only thfoug 
symbols." I 
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YAAKOV SHABTAI: IN MEMOR1AM 

‘We knew that a major 
star’ had now risen 


“LITTLE BY LITTLE my grand- 
mother died. She dissolved like a ^ 
brown strip of land slowly receding _ 
from the view of the passengers on a 
ship, until It merges Into the horizon 
and is absorbed by it. And during ^ 
the whole of this time we still con- 
tinued to keep the dietary Iswb and p 
to separate the milk dishes from the 
meat." J 

With this paragraph I first made tl 
the acquaintance of Yaakov Shab- n 
tai, and as soon as I read it I knew d 
that something had happened in tl 
Hebrew literature. U was some ten fc 
or twelve year's ago that a marvel- c 
lous story by an unknown author ^ 
caught my attention in the Friday 
literary supplement of Ha'aretz. The / 
story was called “Departure" and it c 
described the death of the nar- i 
rator’s grandmother while "during ( 
the whole of this time we still con- r 
tinued keeping the dietary laws and i 
separating the milk dishes from the t 
meal." "Still" — in other words, un- l 
til she died. With the death of the > 
grandmother the shekhlna departs, i 
taking with her enlightenment and 1 
love of humanity (including Com- I 
munists), and leaving the Tel Aviv 
of Meonot Ovdim (“Workers' 
Quarters*’), bereft of its "extra 
soul." 

After that I kept a close watch on 
Shabtai, reading everything he 
produced whenever and wherever it 
appeared. The flow was quiet but 
steady. At first simple short stories, 
beautiful and unpretentious, and 
then, with the publication in 1972, 
of a collection, Uncle Pereti Takes 
Off. a new kind of prose. Unassum- 
ing and modest, it immortalized the 
sorrows of humble heroes who wore 
grey workers’ vests and drank Rus- 
sian tea from glasses — visionaries 
and dreamers, all of them would-be 
reformers of a corrupt world, sm- 
ashing their heads against their 
dreams. 

Shabtai's Hebrew was new, pav- 
ing the way perhaps in its simplicity 
for the different .Hebrew which was 
to follow. A clear, spare language, 
concentrated and distilled, speaking 
and whispering, never dandified, 
never yielding to the temptation to 
gild the lily. The stubborn Hebrew 
language, recalcitrant torturer of 
prose writers, emerged from his 
hands tamed, quiet and obedient. 

And then came A Crowned Head 
— David and Solomon as human 
beings, full of humour. And after 
that — translations of plays and 
adaptations, clean, craftsman-Uke 
work. And after that, lyrics for pop- 
ular music. And Yaakov Shabtai 
went on working as slowly and sure- 
ly as if there was no reason to hurry. 

His faithful admirers, the readers 
who had recognized his talent as 
soon as the first stories came out, 
waited and wondered what ho had 
in store for them next. And the 
others, the ones who had not 
perceived the flashes of lightning 
beneath the drab grey ness of the un- 
pretentious little stories in Uncle 
Pereti Takes Off.” were taken com- 
pletely by surprise when his first 
novel finally appeared. 

Shabtai had remained true to 
himself, ignoring the dictates of 
fashion and the critics, going his 
own way, unafraid of those who 
tried to label him a “neighbourhood 


Yehudit Orian 


writer," sticking to the world of “lit- 
tle Tel Aviv" as it grew and ex- 
panded. There was no trace of 
nostalgia for the world of yesterday, 
not the least attempt to paint the 
years of the Thirties and Forties in 
the glowing colours of false senti- 
ment. There was, on the contrary, 
discontent, bitterness, fatalism, and 
the book was full of a pervasive' 
beige — the colour of the peeling, 
once-white walls of Tel Aviv’s own 
Yarkon Street. 

AS WITH good literature written in 
other parts of the world, 1 can tell 
exactly where Israel, Caesar and 
Goldman — the heroes of the new 
novel, Ztkhron Devarim ("Past Con- 
tinuous") — live. Although no ac- 
tual address is given, I can identify 
the house where Goldman lived and 
where, on the first of January, he 
died. And this is something that 
happens only in really good 
literature, the kind of literature 
which invades reality, takes it over, 
becomes more real than the world. 


Zikhron Devarim is an extraor- 
dinary marriage of realistic and con- 
crete, highly localized material, 
with a totally innovative and ex- 
perimental structure. The entire 
novel is written in one long, com- 
plicated paragraph which flows on 
uninterrupted for 282 pages until it 
finally ends. The longest paragraph 
in the world weaves its twining 
branches, its manifold characters 
backwards and forwards one into 
the other, like a spreading vine until 
no single sentence can be deleted 
without tearing a hundred tendrils 
apart. The experiment was un- 
precedented in Hebrew literature. 
The only parallel in world literature 
which I was able to find was The 
Autumn of a Patriarch by the Colum- 
bian giant G.G. Marques, a novel 
composed of three long paragraphs. 
Marques, in his world, and Shabtai, 
in ours, were writing at the same 
time and using the same un- 
precedented technique, without 
either knowing of the other's ex- 
istence. Although there is no 
similarity of theme between the two 
books both writers were seeking a 
solution to a central problem of 
contemporary literature — the 
question of time. 

The unusual structure erf Zikhron 
Devarim was not a gimmick. Shabtai 
was not interested in technical vir- 
tuosity for its own sake. The com- 
plex syntax of the novel, tying all 
the twisting threads into one ball, is 
the product of a unifying vision in 
which everything is seen as con- 
nected with everything else: the liv- 
ing with the dead, the present with 
the past, consciousness with 
memory, events with associations. 
The title of the English version, Past 
Continuous, expresses the spirit of 
the novel more accurately than, the 
original Zikhron Devarim, (which 
means memorandum). The way the 
novel Is written dictates the way it is 
to be read — inwardly, on cme 
monotonous plane, without rising or 
falling, without distinguishing 
between the important and the 
trivial, without dramatic effects — ■ 


and precisely for this reason achiev- 
ing a tragic senie of drama, oppres- 
sive and restrained. 

After the appearance of Zikhron 
Devarim it was clear that Hebrew 
literature had gained a writer of the 
first importance. In 1977 we knew 
that a major star had risen and we 
waited, knowing that he had not yet 
had his say, that he would still 
produce Writing that surpassed 
anything he had done so far. 

Away from the hubbub, far from 
the self-importance and intrigues of 
the literary cliques, he sat and 
wrote. We waited for him. Hebrew 
literature knew some lean years, ac- 
claimed a few writers, some rising 
like meteors only to fall quickly to 
the ground again, a few steadily 
producing, others still no more than 
promising — and we knew that 
Shabtai was* about to publish a new 
novel. 

For four years he worked on his 
novel. The publishers were ready to 
go to press, but Shabtai was working 
on a number of alternative versions, 
uncertain which to choose, and 
publication was delayed. At the 
same lime he was working with 
Oded Kotler on a stage adaptation 
of the life of Caesar, one of the 
heroes of Zikhron Devarim. 
Everything was slowly coming to 
fruition: all he needed was lime to 
finish his work, and he could rest 
content. 


2000 Years of Tradition! 

A Treasury of 45 Best Loved 
Yiddish Songs, Arranged 
For Piano, Organ and Guitar 

Only $9 96 


Bui death dances capriciously 

through all Shabtai’s stories, life 
Iricklea away in them, like sand in 
an hour glass, and all roads disap- 
pear into the void 

in ihe meantime. Shabtai was un- 
willingly dragged into the political 
me lie. The Tehiya party used a 
photograph of him as a boy at a 
summer camp, posing with a flag in 
a blue youth-movement shirt. The 
most nationalistic of all our political 
parties took this picture of a young 
member of Hashomer Hatzair, sym- 
bol of the kibbutz movement, of 
labour and the pioneering left, and 
used it in a poster in their election 
campaign. Yaakov the boy, the lad 
with sun-bleached hair rutiled by the 
wind — a figure from the early Fif- 
ties — looked down at us from bill- 
boards and hoardings at every 
street corner. The faintly cocky boy 
with his thick locks and tile red 
shirt-laces (expurgated in the 
poster), with his flag, was once the 
epitome of the New Jew, the sabra, 
an image which today we can hardly 
remember. How ironic' that that 
image was expropriated by people 
whose ideology he utterly rejected! 

I knew that this boy, the essence of 
native pride and courage, the sym- 
bol of the national revival at the end 
of the Forties, was now a sick man. 
For a moment the Yaakov Shabtai 
of the poster and Yaakov Shabtai 
the man merged — a symbol of 
what has happened to us, of what it 
was like here once, and what it is 
like today. 

And now there is no knowing 
which is the greater loss. The death 
of Yaakov Shabtai, or the loss to our 
literature. 

Translated hy Dalva Bllu. 

Yaakov Shabtai died In August. His 
novel " Zikhron Devarim" is to appear 
shortly In English and French editions. 


The songs your Bobbe and 
Zaidi sang— and lheir Bobbes 
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Koor is a giant industrial con- 
glomerate belonging to the 
Histadrut labour Federation. It 
rules over a hundred munufact urine 
subsidiaries. There are con- 
glomerates in the private sector too 
~ ClaU Discount Bank invest- 
ments. Their relation to their 
associated companies can be 
described as that or an elder 
brother. 

Koor’s role is strictly paternal; it 
sits at the head of the table as the 
beetle-browed father of a huge 
family concern. It possesses in near- 
l> cases either full ownership or 
majority control or at least a fifty- 
fifi} stake. And it makes- .the big 
decisions. • r • ■ 

Yeshayahu Gavish, former army 
general, deputy director-general of 
the enterprise and head of its metals 
group, elucidates: “We control two 
things: money and appointments to 
- . , e Jo P jobs.*' Koor and its sub- 
sidiaries invest 5120m. a year 
between them — but no project can 
be undertaken without papa's con- 
sent.^” A II of them arc raring to in- 
vest. says Gavish. “We have jointly 
to select, to decide how the place- 
ment should be made, to fix the 

S $s or finance.” 

flilAtaiAAh® State-owned 
Sea Works. Aryeh Shahar 
( who is to be featured in the next ar- 
ticle in this series), observed rueful - 
1> that Israel Chemicals, his parent 
company, does not have behind it 
what Koor has: Bank Hapoalim and 
the accumulated reserves or Miv- 
tahim and other Histadrut- 
controlled pension funds. Koor has 
access to these backers, its hand on 
the financial tap. 

The difference between Koor 
subsidiaries like Makhieshim or 
Vulcan und private businesses is 
thut the private firms are on their 
. 0Hn The Histadrut ones are not; 
Une^rQdy4s4sandepcodeiLce.srT but 
they are more protected, and in a 
sense more secure. 

IN MOST IMMIGRANT societies, 
newcomers arrive because there are 
jobs waiting for them. In Israel the 
settlers came first, jobs were non- 
existent. Trade unions sprang up 
before there were any employers. 
The unions decided therefore to be 
their own employers. Solel Boneh, 
the Histadrut construction 
(from which Koor was detached in 
the 1950s), was set up by the labour 
movement not to make money but 
; to provid| employment. 

• s lt, t i»nbeiitrated on places where 
the presence of labour and the 
absence of investors were most 
acute: small townships far from the 
established population centres. The 
ventures were high-cost and risky; a 
good many might well have col- 
lapsed had it not been for Koor, 
which was endowed with both the 
determination and the resources. 

Koor sees to it that they do not 
stumble. As in the case of the Solel 
Boneh, the management is 
intent on keeping all its la- 
bour force — numbering 28,000 
today — in continuous employ- 
ment. Says Gavish; “We have to 
look after the people who work for 
us, we are not a grocer's shop." 

That needs persistence. "One of 
our factories called Agan Engineer- 
ing used to make baths until, with 
the tariff cuts, it becaume apparent 
that the Italians can supply them 
cheaper." Did the firm close down? 
Not a bit of it. “We searched for 
another line that could use our ex- 
isting skills and equipment. 1 * Agan 
now makes prefabricated metal 
buildings. One last bath stands as a 
memorial in the forecourt. 

But the market for this new 
product is limited loo. They won an 


Koor the Histadrut labour federation conglomerate, is as in- 
terested in keeping its work force occupied as it is with showing a 
good balance sheet, but that does not keep it from making 

^?vTvc U f meSS d r ecisions > as Economic Correspondent DAVID 
KRIVINE learns from Yeshayahu Gavish. 

The family touch 


the Negev. (The tender ' for the : 
Rimon airfield wasf |won by 
Republican Steel, in the U.S.). 
More than a hundred structures are 
going up in Uvda. What after that? 
Not jo worry. Koor Will put its 
thinking cap on again. . 1 . 

“Rotoplas was erected in 
Jerusalem, using a new device for 
making plasLic containers. Output 
needed for optimal efficiency is 
greater than the local market can 
absorb. Exporting the containers 
doesn’t work, because they are too 
bulky. The company tried making 
other plastic objects — tables, 
chairs, whatever; but they are buiky 
loo. 

"One answer would be to fill the 
containers with something — fruit 
juices, liquid chemicals: we arc 
thinking about it. Meanwhile, the 
plant has come up with another 
solution. They've discovered howio 
make a new plastic material, 
cheaper and stronger. Export orders 
for this material are under negotia- 
tion. amounting to hundreds of 
tons." 

Koor does not give up, or at least 

it does not give up easily. The fac- 
tory making bottles for 
Tempo mineral drinks in 
Yeroham faced closure. That did 
not concern Koor, but unemploy- 
ment in the desert township was a 
major concern to the Hisladmi. 
Koor bought up the plant. 

Gavish takes up the story: "It had 
550 workers, turning out 40,000 tons 
or bottles a year. That means four 
workers on the shop-floor per ion of 
ouiput a day; which is hopeless. The 
standard has to be one worker per 
ton per day. 

The factory has upped produc- 
tion slightly to 45,000 tons, and 
plans to manufacture that with a 
staff of 230. Two-hundred have 
been fired, and another hundred 
will have to go." 

Isn’t that a let-down for Koor, 
dismissing two-thirds of the 
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workers? Gavish looks pained, (ft 
must be said that this was not a 
Koor enterprise, someone else had 
built it, Koor did a rescue 
operation.) "We saved a nucleus of 
jobs, which otherwise would have 
gone by the board. As to the rest, 
well — the government must take 
over, ft can’t always be Koor, Koor, 
Koor." 

The firm is more hard-headed 
than once upon a time. At the 
beginning it was easy to create jobs 
in Israel. There was so little output 
that everything sold, high tariff 
walls kept out the competition. To- 
day the market is flooded with 
goods. It was realised — notably by 
Asher Yadlin, when he headed 
Hevrat Ovdim (the Histadrut in its 
capacity as an entrepreneur) — that 
Histadrut companies must seek 
profits like any private business. A 
firm which loses money cannot 
provide jobs. 

"We have closed factories," 
Gavish avows, "when there was no 
alternative. Ramla Engines made 
small industrial machines, the 
operation was not profitable, it was 
shut down. Some of the workers 
were transferred elsewhere, others 
were given their cards. 


“That was eight years ago. More 
recentfy we have closed a unit in 
Tefen that made certain items for 
the defence forces which are not 
needed anymore. The workers are 
out, there was nothing to be done 
about it.” 

The rule is to keep going, con- 
tinue expanding, adapt to the' 
changing situation. Profits are an 
objective, but not the final objec- 
tive. "All our gains are ploughed 
back into re-investment and growth, 
right down to the last grush," he 
says. 

Vulcan Foundries is a veteran un- 
dertaking which casts iron. Its 
equipment became out-of-date, it 
ceased to be competitive. 
Automated equipment was ac- 
quired fpr DM 1 2m. (the currency 
suggests where the machinery was 
bought). The place was revamped, 
the proportion of steel in the mix in- 
creased. 

The manager was despatched to 
the U.S. for six weeks to explore the 
market. Yeshayahu Gavish 
describes the scene on this man’s 
return. "‘Shaike,’ he said to me, ‘I 
made a lot of contacts.' 

‘T said, “Uzi, don’t give me words, 
where are the orders?' He pulled 
one out of his pocket, for 1 ,000 tons 
or castings a year for five years. And 
that was not the only order. He said, 
‘We’re covered for 1982 and 1983.’ 
Vulcan is now selling S2m. a year, 
and it will reach S5m. or $6m] 
before long.” 

Gavish is full of success stories. 
“Agan Chemicals developed a new 
multi-purpose insecticide called Ra- 
vyon. It’s a winner, only one other 
company makes anything com- 
parable, a firm in the U.S. 

"We built a special factory in 
Ramal Hovuv (outside Bcersheba) 
at an investment of IS78m. Ouiput 
is already 2,500 to 3,000 tons. We 
are developing the market, exports 
should reach $25m. to $30m. That is 
additional to the S90m. wc already 
earn by exporting pcsl- 
exterminators and fungicides of this 



Hot bull, a special factory out, Id. Beershcb. to produce a new multi-purpose 


kind.” 

Social objectives jibe with ecn 
nonne objectives. The need to™* 
employment led to a drive for m«k 
,nB P™ nis - S ‘ mU arly, the desire 0 ‘ 

provide a higher wage than in oth 

sectors led Koor to focus j 
development on capltal-iru enM v e 
branches - which it can afford , 
do, having good access to canital 
Tlte organization does not sponsor 
low-investment industries like td 
(tics or diamonds, it concentrates on' 
chemicals, metals, electronics and 
the more mechanized parts of ih 
food industry. 

Gavish again: "People say the 
Israeli worker has a low produc- 
livity.. Thai’s utter nonsense. The 
truth is that he is under-capitalhed. 
In America, capital invested comts 
to 545,000 per worker, in Eutom 
530,000 — and in Israel $10,000. 

The Ramat Hovav pesticide 
plant I mentioned employs 2M 
workers. The IS78m. investment 
comes to IS300.000 per worker 
$30,000 — as in Europe.” (ih 
figures. refer to the exchange ratci 
prevailing four months ago.) ‘‘Thai 
enables us to pay a respectable 
wage to our staff.” 

Output in Koor has been growing 
more rapidly than the gross national 
product. Israel’s industrial produc- 
tion index rose by a yearly average 
or 6.5 per cent during the 1970s. 
Koor s index climbed during that 
same period by 1 1 per cent per an- 
num, according to company 
sources. Exports increased from 
S30m. in 1970 to $390m. in J980 
During the Iasi three years, 
however, the puce of exports has 
lagged, compared with industry at 
large. Koor’s foreign sales expanded 
in 1978 to 1980 hy 40 percent in dol- 
ly r terms, which is a respectable 
rate, were it not for the exceptional 
spurt achieved by others. Israel's 
total industrial exports, if we ex- 
clude diamonds (which Koor 
doesn't make), shot up by 70 per 
cent in thm period. 

The loss of the Persian market 
was partly responsible for the slow 
down, it appears. Koor had a big 
turnover in thill country. During 
1979, the year of Khomeini’s take- 
over, its exports world-wide actually 
dropped, from S280m. lu $270m. 

lit the present year Gavish 
predicts a 1 5 per cent rise ofsalesio 
5450m. Tit is would not spell any real 
quantitative increase, oecnuse of 
currency changes. 

Koor-Sahar helps, a trading com 
pany with offices in every continent. 

It handles not only Koor’s business 
but that of other importers and ex 
porters ns well. 

Helpful also are the partners. 
Gavish lists them enlhusiaslically- 
Clal in Ncslter Cement, Joe Livoof 
the U.S. in Alliance Tyres, Mark 
Mosevics in Agan Chemicals, and 
others. “We want to make 
aluminium products and are seeking 
a European company to partner us 
in that," he says. 

Koor looks in many directions; 
is subject to ideological impulses. It 
supports worker participation in 
management (already introduced in 
a large proportion of the plants), 
profit-sharing (10,000 of the 
workers get bonuses) and other 
non-malerialistic policies. The 
partners have only one object in 
view: profits. 

^ Gavish considers that a merit 
"Their single-minded preoccupa- 
tion with making money is a healthy 
corrective. It helps to keep us on 
the right track,” he sums up cheer 
fully. 

(This Is the second In a series of ar- 
ticles on productive enterprises lit W 
public sector.) • 
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Gross wages went up by a real 12% in 1981 


By SHLOMO MAOZ, 

Part Economic Reporter 

The average monthly gross salary 
rose in real terms in the first half of 
1981 by 12 per cent as compared 
with the same period last year. This 
has compensated the workers for 
the nine per cent drop in salaries 
which occurred in the first half of 
1980 according to figures issued 
last week by the Central Bureau of 
Statistics. 

It emerges from the figures that 
workers, under Finance Minister 
Yoram Arldor (who assumed office 
last January), were more than com- 
pensated for the decline in wages 
under the previous finance minister, 
Yigael Hurvitz. 

The figures also show that in 
June the average wage of 


employees, including workers from bureau, the lowest paid employees 
the territories, reached 186,500 per Arc those working in personalser- 
month (gnss). The average wage vice, such as hairdressers. Their 
will reach IS8.500 in the October gross salaries dropped by one per, 
salary (which will include cost-of- cent in real terms In the first half of 
living increases paid in July and Oc- this year as compared with tire first 


tober). 

The net salaries have in fact in- 
creased even more in percentage 
points than the gross salaries, 
because the level of taxation on in- 
come was reduced by Arldor last 
April. 

The employees with the highest 
average wage were those working in 
the electricity and water corpora- 
tions. Their average salaries in- 
creased in the first half of this year 
by 32 per cent, reaching ISI2.900 in 
April. 

According to the statistics 


Imports up by 63%; 

Post Economic Reporter 
Impart of consumer goods rose 
63 per cent in value in therfirst half of 
the year, with cars rising by 1 13 per 
cent and foodstuff by 58 per cent. 

According to the Central Bureau 
of Statistics, import of production 
input, excluding diamonds and fuel, 
rose by only 19 per cent. Import of 
fuel dropped by 3 per cent, ap- 
parently because of the lower 
prices. Import of rough diamonds 
decreased by 51 per cent, and that 
of investment goods, excluding 
ships and planes, by 8 per cent. 

Israel's trade deficit grew by 10 
per cent during the first half of the 
year, reaching $1,351 billion. The 
growth is the result of a 576-million 


trade deficit 10% 

rise In imports and a S44m. drop in 
exports. 

The growth in the deficit is almost 
certainly the result of the weaken- 
ing of the European currencies, 
which would be reflected in the 
dollar-based trade-balance calcula- 
tions. 

The monthly deficit average dur- 
ing the first half of the year, ex- 
cluding ships, planes and diamonds, 
and ignoring seasonal changes, was 
20 per cent higher than it was during 
the same period last year. 

Imports reached $4.08!m. during 
this period, a 2 per cent rise com- 
pared with last year, and exports 
reached 52.653m., a drop of 2 per 
cent. 


half of last year, reaching 183,600 
per month oh the average. 

The average wages of Industrial 
workers rose by 14 per cent and 
reached 156,800 per month and 
those of construction workers rose 
by 5 per cent (155,000). Those of 
workers In food services rose by 9 
per cent (IS5,000). 

Hie salaries of workers in com- 
munications and transport row by 
10 per cent, reaching 1S8,900, and 
those of workers in public and com- 
munity services rose by 15 per cent, 
to reach IS6.000 per month. 

Export target — 

$ 150 m. to Aussies 

TEL AVIV. — Israeli exports to 
Australia can be increased fivefold 
within a few years, Stanley Kerr, 
who is heading a seven-man 
business delegation from Down 
Under said here recently. Last 
year, Israeli exports totalled $30m., 
and Kerr, who is 72, and now on his 
86lh visit to Israel, says they could 
climb to 5150m. 

The visitors who include Jewish 
and non-Jewlsh businessmen are 
visiting manufacturers to negotiate 
the export of a wide range of goods. 

The group so far has expressed 
special interest in consumer goods, 
such as glassware, sporting goods, 
jewelry, musical instruments and 
yarns. 


Elscint to represent Pfizer worldwide 

throughout the world. 

According lo'the Wall Street Jour 
nal. Eiscint's sales for the fiscal year 


HAIFA. — The Elscint company, 
which specializes in the production 
of medical imaging equipment, has 
signed a letter of intent to take over 
the world-wide service of the 
American firm, Pfizer. 

As a result, Elscint is expected to 
be the number two marketer of 
CAT scanners (tomographs) in the 
world, after General Electric. When 
the deal is completed, Elscint will 
serve more than 500 hospitals 


Local computer software 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — The shortage of com- 
puter programmers — both in the 
U.S. and here — has led the local 
Data Automation Computer Ser- 
vices to open an office in New York. 

“Our aim is not to export 
programmers," said Adoram D. 
Hadari, managing director of Data 
Automation, which with its affiliates 
employs some 300 persons, "but to 


ending March 1981 were S43m. 
with a 55m. profit. The paper 
predicted that Elscint would pass 
the $70m. mark this year (with 
5 10m. profits) and the 5100m. mark 
next year. 

A spokesman for Elscint said that 
the deal would be signed next 
month and that it would give a ma 
jor boost to Israel’s exports. 


firm expanding to U.S. 

export the software (the program- 
mes) we have drawn up." 

Data Automation has specialized 
in the field of insurance (it provides 
the software to Clal Insurance, 
Ayalon, Arich, Ararat, La Nacional, 
Sela and Peltours), and through its 
American subsidiary, which will be 
called Trippc International, 1( will 
specialize at first in the same field in 
the U.S. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


'Advertising Rates: Display: U.S. $25.00 por single column-mcn 
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Jerusalem 8 days prior to publication. 
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Jorusalem or The Jerusalem Poet U.S Office In New York For the 

addresses see publisher's statement, page 2 . 
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REALTY 
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ABEL -REALTY fists, shops, offices. 6 King 
George Street, Jerusalem. 

TEL AVIV 

TO LET. FURNISHED villa near beech end 
centre of city. Available until July 1, >982. 
Phone USA (3 1 3) 831-6264 or T«l Aviv (03) 
249333. 

lillillifilllllili|lin 

DWELLINGS 

iiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiitniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiim 

FOR SALE. LOVELY 2 rooms, dr condition- 
ing. Bsvil-best section in Tel Aviv. Telephone 
Afcuva (202) 364-3633, (202) 362-7190. 

JERUSALEM ■ 

NETANYA 

"HEFTSIBA" OFFERS FOR SALE to 
religious and Beet Tore, Her Nof section. 2 
five room ud 3 six room flats. Advanced con- 
struction stage. Specious salons, succs. 

NET ANYA — furnished seafront apartments 
and villas, available all yesr round. David 
<j affair, P.O.B. 3055. Notanya. 

storeroom. Sales office, 23 Rchov Yafo, 
Jerusalem. TeL 02-533 111 

LARGE CONDOMINIUM. furnished, on the 
beach. Netanya, lireel for rent. Call evenings 


TALBIEH, JERUSALEM, SALE. Ahsd 
Ha'am, luxury flat, whole floor, many 
Improve menu, lift, now build ins. v * ew ’ pc 
International, Malbcn. Tei. 02-713140, 02- 
232812. 02-8 191M. 

LUXURIOUS 2-alorey home. Jewish 
Quarter, overlootdne Western Wall. 1400,000. 
Jtfiuslem. Tel. 282133. 633669. 


LESSONS 


Mizrahi Bank buys 
10.4% of Israel Corp. 

TEL AVIV. — The United Mizrahi 
Bank has acquired 10.4 per cent of 
the shares of the Israel Corporation, 
the bank announced recently. It 
was also stated that in Geneva, 
earlier this menth, Aharon Meir, 
director-general of the bank, was 
elected to the executive of the 
Board of Directors. The chairman 
of the executive is Baron de 
Rothschild, one of the founders of 
the Israel Corporation. 

A spokesman for the bank said 
that the shares had been acquired 
from several sources "at about 
par." The price paid for them was 
about 55 million. 

Mizrahi had acquired the shares 
as part of its investments and in- 
tends to hold on to them. 


REHA VIA. 2-3 BEDROOM apartment 
wanted. Januuy-June 1982. Shooter Shabbal. 
(212) 943-6134 

FOR SALE Tully furnished, 4-room apart- 
ment. Plaza Hotel, view (tf old City. AMBAS- 
SADOR. 23 Ramban Street. Jerusalem. 
632202. 

SALE PENTHOUSE. Shimon I Street, about 
150 sq.m. Shabbat bn. More room, covered 
parking. Tel. 02-631183. 02-222887: PO.B. 
2161. Jerusalem. 


COURSES LEADING »o rabWnkal ordina- 
tion. Rabbinical academy. W2) 372-3131. 

Personal 


CALIFORNIA. — The Mizrahi 
Bank last week opened its 
first branch in California, at 727 
West 7th Avenue, in Los Angeles. 


TEL AVIV STOCK EXCHANGE 

Prices supplied by Leuml Securities Corp-, 18 East 48th St., New York, N.Y. 10017 

Telephone tollfree 800-221-4888 
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NOBODY BEATS 
OUR DEALS! 

Israel from 8899 

* Lowest student rates 

* Bast group fares 

* Year-round toura 

* Least expensive leres 
destinations 

B&D TRAVEL 
ASSOCIATES 

420 Madison Ava.. New York. NT 10012- 
Tal. 1212) 223-0484. 800-223-1114. 
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COMMUNICATION for Jewiih single*, all 
aaei. throughout the world. Shiluv Organiza- 
tion, P.O.B. 6190, Tel Aviv. 

Eliihai Sapomick seeks family. U.S.A.. 
France. 41 Nordsu Si.. Bnei Brak. 
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Happy 30th Anniversary 

Dassle & Arthur Marcus 

From All Your Fans 
oAwi win niK’ta 
brow* ‘ja 1 ’ 


'fTVTIU TriTfl 

STUDY MODEM HEBREW 
For Bsglnnan • InlamsOliiu • 
Adnscad Bludints 
Wsskdar*. Mornings or Eraftlngi: 

4 CIUUi Oillf 
Alio Sundays. 

4 Hours larWtsklorlSVhsks 
Fall Tarm BiglM Ocl 28. 1981 
REGISTRATION IE 001110 DM NOW 
Call or wffla lor OchediA S Fses 

ULPAN CENTER 
SISPiitAra.. (51448 It.) H.Y.C. ■»» 

Tel: 212-PL2-060Q 
| BRANCHES THROUOHOUT THE EffllAE 
j METROPOLITAN AREA 

B Sponsored by 

I UORLO ZIONIST ORGANIZATION. 

K American Section. Inc d 



JUDAICA Bought and Sold 
Rare Books Manuscripts 
Antique Jewish Objects 

Yosef Goldman 
8396 Overbrook Ava. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 191 SI 
(21 S) 879-6968 


GQINQ TO ISRAEL? 

a Rent a fully furnished 
condominium in Tal Aviv or the 
surrounding area on a daily basis 
at reasonable prices. 

• I also make reservations to all 
hotels in Israel 

Call Joe Avesar 
(213) BB9-4044 
(pay, evening and weekends) 


$588 

round trip 


RESERVATION 
TRAVEL 
ISRAEL 
November. December, January 
8377 one way 
October, from Israel. $588 
Out of town — call Mr. Halm 
collect, person-to-person, evenings. 
7-8. Also open Sunday, 

Tel. 12121 3(14-7061. 


Antique Holy Land , 
MAPS 

Frae catalogue of Holy Land Maps from 
I BBS lo 188B. 

HOWARD QOLDEN 
14B0 Broadway. Fortieth Floor 
New York, New York 10018. U.S. A. 


Seeking . 

N ikolanderreaischule 

Prague members;. 1932 graduates 
Hans Bjehavy. Herbert Heller. Frans 
Schulz. Welter Sandan' 

Addresses to Karl Reckslaget, 
Jose litarft it re sse - 20, A 1080 Vienna, 
Austria. 





the arts/entertainment 


Visitors galore 

MUSIC & MUSICIANS/Yohanan Boehm 


THE ISRAEL Broadcasting 
Authority's Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestra has opened its season 
with "Mostly Bach,” the first of 
three concerts in a special series 
devoted to the music of Johann 
Sebastian and his contemporaries. 
All three programmes are being 
conducted by George Malcolm, the 
outstanding British harpsichordist. 
Malcolm was the master of music at 
Westminster Cathedral from 1947 
to 1959, and later served as artistic 
director of the London Philomusica 
and associate conductor of the BBC 
Scottish Orchestra. 

•* The JSO's regular subscription 
concerts will start only after the 
high holidays, in the middle of Oc- 
tober. Of the 10 programmes, the 
chier conductor and musical direc- 
tor, Gary Bertini, will conduct the 
second, fifth and last. 

Despjt’c the rumours, Bertini is 
not leaving the Jerusalem orchestra. 
His contract with the Detroit 
Symphony runs until 1983, but he is 
said to have signed up already to 
work with the Westdeutscher Rund- 
funk in Cologne after that date. It is 
customary nowadays for successful 
conductors to serve at least two 
orchestras and we probably have to 
be glad to have Bertini at all! 

Apart from Uri Segal, who is now 
living in Jerusalem again, only out- 
siders will appear with the JSO. 
Hubert Soudanl, a Dutchman, is 
now :hief conductor of the Paris 
Ra^io Sjmiphony; Oabriel Chmura 
cofflducfrihi <5j5era in AacTfen, 'Ger- 
many, while his soloist, Narciso 
Yepes, is a Spanish guitarist. Both 
Janos Fiirst and his soloist, pianist 
Peter Frank! , are Hungarians living 
in London; Kazuhiro Koizumi 
comes from Tokyo; while trumpet 
player, Carole Dawn Reinhart, is a 
German who has studied in the U.S. 


and Vienna. 

Conductor Paavo Berglund is a 
Finnish conductor and his soloist 
pianist Mark Zeltser, a new im- 
migrant from Russia. Swiss conduc- 
tor Ernest Bour will have the British 
alto, Susan Kessler, as soloist in 
Mahler's Third Symphony. Four 
Israeli singers will join international 
soloists in a fully-staged production 
of Rossini's II Barbiere tS SMglla. 

Concertl scheduled include 
Beethoven's violin concerto, guitar 
concerti by Vivaldi and Rodrigo, 
piano concerti by Brahms (No.2) 
Prokofiev (No.2), and Mozart (in A 
Major, K.488); the trumpet con- 
certo by Hummel, and the Brahms 
double concerto with Dora 
Schwartzberg, violin, and Misha 
Maisky, cello. 

Interesting symphonies offered 
are Shostakovich’s Fifth, Martinu’s 
Sixth, Sibelius’ Second and Brahms* 
First. Other orchestral works will 
include Stravinsky’s Sacre du 
Prfntemps , Hindemith’s Mathis the 
Painter , Debussy’s La Mer, and two 
symphonies bv Josef Haydn. 

A varied series with an inter* 
national cast of performers. But is 
the Jerusalem Symphony joining its 
big brother, the Israel Philhar- 
monic, in neglecting local artists? 

H is good to learn that the 
management has decided to revive 
its pleasant practice of summoning 
the audience into the theatre with a 
ranrare by its brass section, which it 
abandoned last year for budgetary 
reasons. 

THE SEASON will also have three 
Explorations" programmes, 
presenting “Music Today’’ in 
America, Scandinavia and Israel. 
The JSO will make 12 appearances 



(From left) George Malcolm, conductor of ‘Mostly Bach V J S O. musical director Gary Beniul ; conductor UrISegA 


outside the capital, once even at the 
Mann Auditorium in Tel Aviv at the 
invitation of the IPO. In December, 

Lituigica" will again offer vocal 
and instrumental music of a 
religious nature, and the season will 
wlth the Jerusalem Proms, 
which has proved its popularity over 
the last few years. Four special con- 
certs for young audiences will be 
given in coqperation with the 
Jerusalem Theatre, the Jerusalem 
Municipality, the Jerusalem Foun- 
dation, and the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and Culture. 

The orchestra will end what looks 
like being an interesting season at 
home with a journey to Europe for 
10 concerts in Switzerland and 
France. 

ISRAEL RADIO is again giving 
its weekly Sunday night concerts at 
the YMCA Auditorium— and of- 
fers no less than 25 programmes of 
chamber music, with subscriptions 
for six, eight or 10 concerts at 
reduced prices. For the first time, 
the Israel Sinfonietta, Beersheba, 
will appear within this framework 
with a separate subscription series 
of eight concerts, as will a new 
series, “Voice of Choirs," with six 


performances. 

All the series offer a wide choice 
of works — including even some 
Israeli compositions (five in the 
regular series, four in the Sinfoniet- 
ta programmes) — and an in- 
teresting roster of artists from Israel 
and guests from abroad. To mention 
only a few: The Ensemble pofyphoni- 
que de France with Renaissance 
music; The York Winds and the 
Hertz Trio from Canada; and Peter 
FrankI and Christina Ortiz in piano 
recitals. All six lute-harpsichord 
Sonatas by J.S, Bach will be per- 
formed by William Bennett and 
George Malcolm. Another all-Bach 
programme will be given by the 
Jerusalem Strings, with Moti Shmil 
conducting. Uzi Wiesel and Pnina 
Saltzman will play Beethoven’s six 
sonatas for cello and piano in one 
evening. 

Of course, practically all our local 
chamber music ensembles are in- 
cluded. Among the choirs will be 
Rinat (Stanley Sperber); the 
Camerata Singers (Avner Itai), with 
three programmes; and the Kibbutz 
Artzi Choir (Aharon Charlorf). 
From abroad, the St. Jordi Choir 
from Spain, with 52 singers con- 
ducted by Oriol Marrtorell, and the 


London Sinfonietta Voices will viii 
us. 

FOR THE last 18 months afonwr 
member of the Jerusalem Youth 
Band, Eitan Bezalel, has been ia 
Los Angeles on a special America- 
Israel Cultural Foundation 
scholarship studying trombone with 
one of the greatest performers on 
this instrument. Zubin Mehti 
auditioned him and indicated that, 
at the end of this school year, he 
may take him on for the Israel 
Philharmonic. Eitan is now solo 
trombonist of the American Youth 
Symphony Orchestra at UCLA, of 
which Mehli Mehta is the conduc- 
tor. For his recent solo appearance 
at the Music Academy of the West, 
in Santa Barbara, he won this 
review in the News-Press: 
"Eitan Bezalel swept ail 
resistance before him in his infec- 
tious, exuberant playing of Erik 
Larsaon’s seldom-heard Concertino 
for Trombone and String Orchestra, 
op. 45. Bezalel has not only a 
beautiful tone on his trombone, but 
grasped the tongue-in-cheek 
humour of the work, playing with 
the same joy and love of life which 
also characterizes his countryman, 
Itzhak Perlman.” 


Assorted singers 

j -BETWEEN ACTS/Joan Borsten 


MATTI CASPT is currently rehears- 
ing his first new show in two years. 
End of the Day. It is made up of new 
songs and old hits he has scored to 
words by the poet Natan Zach, as 
well as lyrics by Ehud Manor, 
Snimrit Or, and Ya’acov Oiled. He 
will be accompanied by 10 musi- 
cians and three singers. 

Incidentally, Yehudit Ravitz fans 
should not miss the new show with 
which she is now touring the 
country. Ravitz puts a lot of energy, 
personality, and care into her per- 
formance and sings better than ever 1 
before. Her audience at an ap- 
pearance at Tei Aviv’s Beit 
Ha’hayal gave her no less than five 
curtain calls. 

Another show not to be missed, if 
you're into “new wave" music, is 
Schultz and Friends . Schultz is 
Doron Ayal, who two yean ago 
became a cult figure locally with his 
short film of the same name, the tale 
of a robot who eats metal. Now 
Ayal hes a new, equally bizarre 
short, financed in part by the Trade 
and Industry ministry, called Yosqf, 
Yosef, which he screened for a full 
house recently at the Tel Aviv 
Museum. Although the movie had 
never been shown publicly before. 


Schultz fans in the audience knew 
the dialogue by heart — shades of 
the Rocky Horror Show. After the 
movie, the crew-cut Ayal, who dres- 
ses circa 1950, performed with the 
Chromosome pop group led by 
singer guitarist Rami Fortis, known 
in Israel as the “King of Punk" until 
be spent six months in Holland and 
switched to “art rock." They were 
accompanied by Rona Vered, who 
has a master’s in philosophy, 
(Synthesizers and electronic percus- 
sions) and David Grawy 
(synthesized guitar). ‘ 

ERIC SMITH'S Puppe/ihow is off 
to South Africa with Italian Girl In 
Z* lerj ! ^e new musical version or 
Wizard of Ox and Hans Andersen's 
Snow Queen. Although Smith, a 
nauve of South Africa, haa been 
working in Israel for the past 15 
years, he has never taken one of his 
projects "home” before. The occa- 
sion ia the gala opening of Pretoria's 
new music centre, an enormous 
complex of four theatres (one an 
opera house) reputed to the 
Targest and most modern in the 
world. After performing in Pretoria, 
Smith will tour Johannesburg and 
Cape Town. 



Yehudit Ravitz 

Upon its return to Israel, the 
company will ready their new 
musical production, Bombagetz, for 
the La'Noar theatre and then film 
for International distribution a 
television special of Wizard of Ox , 
music by Dubl Zelzer. CBS has just 
released the Wixard of Ox 
soundtrack in Hebrew.' 

OSCAR-WINNING composer 
Michel Legrand made one of his 
rare public appearances at 
Jerusalem’s Sultan’s Pool last week 
fading 80 members of the Israeli 
Philharmonic in an evening of his 
famous film scores. The songs were 
sung by his sister, Chrislione, for 
years the lead soprano of the 
Swingle Singers. 


The Inbal idiom 


DANCE/Dora Sowden 


THE INBAL Dance Theatre has 
slopped being associated ex- 
clusively with Yemenite dances and 
is going through a process of 
reorganization. Dan Boehm, who 
became Inbal’s general manager 
about a year ago, says that a new 

°L d , irectora - with Shlomo 
Hillel MK as chairman — is 
working out a new policy. 

‘‘The fact is," said Boehm, “that 
Inbal is an-original cultural creation 
of Israel. It therefore has its special 
problems. It cannot recruit dancers 
from abroad or from other studios 
because it u a special kind of dance 
group. Dancers have to go through 
a yery special kind of training. 

. ‘We are an ethnic dance theatre, 
the style based on all the ethnic 
Israeli groups.” 

Inbal went to Sweden last Oc- 
tober and to Paris in the spring. In- 
vitations have come from France, 
Belgium and South Africa. 

Immediate plans include perfor- 
mances once a week for tourists 
possibly at Inbal House in Tel Aviv’ 

grammes will be a 
wprk based on the Song of Songs 

"° w * n Potion, if \ being 
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MOSHE EFRATI’S book, Kol 
Demama arid Dance, has just been 
published by Mossada in Hebrew. H 
will shortly be appearing in English 
translation. It was written after 
UNESCO asked Efrati to set down 
particulars about his work and 
method. 

“But I had to write it first in 
Hebrew,” says Efrati, who in the 
book describes how he came to be ( 
involved with the deaf, and how he 
sought ways of getting then! to \ 
dance. After a great deal of ex* 
perimenting, researching and 
teaching, he evolved . methods 
whereby the deaf could learn nut 
only to dance but also to perform on 
stage. 


THUS "Demama" was 


formed- 


the company of "Silence.” Then 
Efrati took the bold step of linking 
this group with another company of 
his, and Kol Demama — Sound and 
Silence — made its debut. 

It took yean of patient study and 
work before Efrati created his 
system based on the sensitiveness of 
the deaf to physical vibrations. He 
also discovered in some of the deaf 
a natural sense, of rhythm, which 
could be exploited. 
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editorial comment 
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New hopes for autonomy 

YESTERDAY the autonomy talks between Israel and Egypt, stalled 
late last year, were resumed at the ministerial level in Cairo; the day 
before it was announced that Defence Minister Sharon would sooft 
propose to the cabinet, clearly with Premier Begin’s approval, the 
replacement of the military government with civilian functionaries in 
all matters relating to the Palestinian population in Judea, Samaria 
and Gaza. 

This succession of events could hardly have been a mere coin- 
cidence, but if it was. it was r happy coincidence. 

The Egyptians have for some time now been urging Israel to under- 
take "confidence-building measures" in the territories as a means of 
blunting Palestinian resistance to the idea of autonomy as set out at 
Camp David. On Tuesday, on the eve or the resumed discussions, 
Eavot’s Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Butros Ghali, 
renewed his plea for such steps by Israel. Mr. Sharons new 
measures, unofficially heralded over a month ago, would go very far 

in that direction. , , . . , f 

Mr Sharon had started out by ordering a halt to the harassment ol 
the local population that had become the norm in the territories in 
the preceding 1 8 months. The military government used to shrug off, 
when it did not actually reject, all charges of maltreatment. Mr. | 
Sharon, who had not earlier spoken out against its "strong-arm 
policy, gave the military government the lie. 

Now the defence minister is suggesting that the military govern- 
ment's activities be altogether confined to matters of security, and 
that it be withdrawn from daily civilian life in the territories. The 
civiliun side of the military administration would be taken over by 
civilians, and a large number of these, including senior posts, would 
be local Palestinians. This reform, at the minimum, would herald the 
sort of “unilateral autonomy" advocated by MK Moshe Dayan. 

The reversal of policy — and a policy reversal it is. for all the ol- 
ficial denials — might in fact help restore to Israel's occupation of 
the territories its image as the most benign in history. But its more 
important function is presumably to set the stage for un agreement on 
the principles of the autonomy, which President Sadat for one 
believes could be concluded by the end of the year. 

Such an agreement, however, might be hard lo secure, and if 
secured, difficult to implement, if all of Mr. Shuron’s measures 
amount to an attempt to take some of the sting out of occupation, mil 
prove to be innocent of any effort to bring the occupation, even- 
tually, to an honourable and agreed end. 

The mooied Sharon reform has so far been- greeted in the 
territories with faint applause, considerable scepticism and some out- 
righi hostility. This in itself need not disturb the author of the relearn. 
He might even draw encouragement from the fact that the PLO is 
rather unhappy, suspecting that the reform might coax the Palesti- 
nians into cooperating with Israel in the establishment of the 

autonomy. . 

On the other hand, if the Palestinians reject Mr. Sharons 
proposals, and refuse to lake posts in the civilian administration, not 
for fear of PLO assassins but because they view autonomy as merely 
an extended prelude to annexation, then the defence minister would 
have to rethink Israel’s position. 

This is a potential problem, even if the exiled mayors of Hebron 
and Halhoul, whose cause is again being upheld by Dr. Ghali. were 
allowed to return home. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1981 

Policy and personalities 

THE DISPUTE over the AWACS is, inevitably to an extent, causing 
some bad blood between the U.S. and Israel. The fault for this does 
not lie with one side alone, and we have in the past criticized the 
somewhat wayward manner in which the Begin administration has 
been pursuing its goal of preventing the deal with the Saudis. 

But now the Reagan administration, in its effort to assure the 
passage of the deal through the Congress, is conducting itself in a way 
that is wholly unworthy of a country that is "a friend and an ally of 
Israel. It is not merely that Washington’s officialdom is pulling all 
stops in the legislative battle in favour of Saudi Arabia s getting the 
spy planes, but that in the process it is mounting a malicious Cam- 
paign of vilification against Israel. 

The campaign has not swept everyone in Washington along, and 
there are some honourable exceptions. Secretary ° r s ^ l ^ a 'g* ° r 
example, suggested on Sunday that Israel had the right, < indeed the 
duty, to make Its objections to the sale of the AWACS known. But 
Mr. Haig’s own subordinates in the Stale Department have mean- 
time joined hands with the oil companies and some Republican 
legislators ih an attempt to present the issue in terms of a conflict or 
loyalties — to America or to Israel. . 

The differences or opinion on the AWACS sale are genuine, and 
they run right through America’s body politic. It is a matter or judg- 
ment about Israel’s security and the U.S. interest, and not or 
deference to “Begin or Reagan." To so personalize it is lo trivialize 
what is and should be a serious debate and, far worse, to drive a 
vicious wedge between the U.S. and Israel. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1981 


Where delay is costly 


WHETHER this country’s pledge 
lo return the Yamit region — also 
known as the Rafiah Salient — lo 
Egypt under the peace treaty was 
inevitable, or even wise, will remain 
a bone of contention among Israelis 
for some time. What is beyond dis- 
pute, however, is that, since the 
pledge was in fact given, the hope of 
peace with Egypt, and with the 
Arabs in general, depends on 
Israel’s making it good by vacating 
the region not later than the 
deadline of April 22, 1982. 

There is a fair-sized body of 
domestic opinion that believes a dif- 
ferent diplomacy from the one pur- 
sued by Premier Begin might have 
induced President Sadat to part 
with the Yamit region — which was 
little but sand-dunes before its set- 
tlement by Israel barely a decade 
ago — In a swap of desert land along 
the common border in Sinai. But 
that argument Is now academic. 

Another body of domestic opi- 
nion, smaller but more volubly 
would rather see the peace treaty 
torn up than the balance of Sinai 
given away. The active represen- 
tatives of this body of opinion, 
centred mainly around the Tehiye 
Party, are carrying their point far 
beyond academic argument. 

They have been calling. on the na- 
tion "to stop the withdrawal from 
Sinai,” apparently even if it Involves 
an open confrontation with the 


military authorities. Most recently 
they have hit on a sure-fire device to 
thwart the process of evacuation, by 
taking residence in the vacant 
homes of settlers who have already 
agreed to relocate into Israel 
proper, this side of the international 
frontier with Egypt. 

There is some suspicion that their 
action is backed by the remaining 
settlers, who are engaged in a battle 
of their own to secure the highest 
possible compensations for their 
homes and farms in the region. 

That the settlers deserve to be 
compensated has never been con- 
tested by anyone. After all, the set- 
tlers were prodded into the 
wilderness by -successive national 
governments, in the name of an ap- 
parent national consensus, and they 
made the area bloom — even if with 
the help of massive injections or 
public funds and with easily 
available local Arab labour. Now 
they must move out, but it is only 
fair that they should be given the 
means to reconstruct their lives all 
over again. 

The settlers, however, have 
evidently felt that something more 
was coming to them: reparations for 
the mental anguish caused by the 
disruption of their lives due to the 
peace treaty. 

The government is still hoping to 
placate the settlers by offering still 
higher advances to those who un- 


dertake to leave their homes and 
farms by a fixed date, and allow the 
authorities to start dismantling their 
equipment right away, so that it may 
all be removed by the time the 
Egyptians arrive. 

But the settlers’ bargaining power 
is in the meantime being 
strengthened by the tactics of 
Tehiya MK Han an Porat, who 
himselfled a company of squatters 
to some empty premises at Moshav 
Talmei Yosef last week. Mr Porat's 
own purpose, of course, is to pre- 
vent the evacuation from 
proceeding under any conditions. To 
him, as to a minority of the settlers 
who side with him, Yamit is an in- 
alienable part of Eretz Yisrael. 

The squatters were supposed to 
be turned out as soon as Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon, their one- 
time ideological ally, returned from 
his American visit. So far he has not 
done so, and instead the buck is be- 
ing passed between him and Sim ha 
Ehrlich, the agriculture minister 
who heads the ministerial commit* 
lee on the evacuation. 

If this keeps up. the price of 
evacuation will rise, a great deBl of 
precious equipment will slay un- 
removed in the fields — and Israel's 
withdrawal from the region might 
turn into a pretty unsavoury- 
business for all concerned. No mut- 
ter how it ends, peace will not be 
the gainer. 
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